
Arizona Auditor General

 PAGE 1

Quartzsite Elementary School District  |  March 2022  |  12-Month Followup of Report 20-206, October 2020

Quartzsite Elementary School District 
12-Month Follow-Up Report

The October 2020 Quartzsite Elementary School District performance audit found that the District continued to operate 1 
of its schools even though it posed significant safety concerns to students and staff and was not meeting the requirements 
of the State-mandated school improvement program designed to improve student achievement. The District’s status in 
implementing the recommendations is as follows:

Status of 4 recommendations
Implemented: 1
Implementation in process: 2
Not implemented: 1

We will continue to follow up at 6-month intervals with the District on the status of those recommendations that have not 
yet been fully implemented.

Finding 1: District continued to operate 2 schools even though 1 posed significant 
safety concerns to students and staff and the other was large enough to serve all 
students

1. The District should evaluate excess building space at its schools and determine and implement ways to reduce it, 
including considering whether to consolidate all students to 1 campus.

Not implemented—During an open meeting in April 2021, the District’s Governing Board (Board) discussed and 
agreed upon its intent to keep both schools in the District open in the future and continue with renovations to 
address Quartzsite Elementary School’s building concerns even though all District students were attending and fit in 
Ehrenburg Elementary School. Although the District has not conducted formal evaluations to understand enrollment 
and economic growth projections, the Board believes there will be future economic growth in the area that will help 
increase enrollment in the district in addition to enrollment increases they expect as a result of improved facilities. 
The District’s superintendent has also discussed options with the Board regarding other potential uses for the 
facilities, such as leasing facilities to outside groups, if enrollment does not reach a level where the District is able 
to operate both schools.

2. The District should ensure that any Quartzsite Elementary School buildings are safe before allowing any students or 
staff in them.

Implementation in process—Quartzsite Elementary School continues to be closed since the forced State-wide 
school closures in March 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and all District students, including those who would 
normally attend Quartzsite Elementary School, are currently attending Ehrenburg Elementary School.1 The District 
has been working with the Arizona Department of Administration School Facilities Oversight Board (ADOA-SFOB) 
to identify the scope of renovation work needed for the Quartzsite Elementary School campus to reopen and safely 
operate and plans to solicit bids for the work in July 2022. We will review this recommendation again during our next 
followup. 

1 
On March 15, 2020, the Governor and Superintendent of Public Instruction announced a State-wide school closure in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. This closure was originally effective for 2 weeks until later being extended for the remainder of the 2019-2020 school year.
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Finding 2: District is not meeting requirements of State-mandated school 
improvement program designed to improve student achievement, resulting in more 
than $200,000 in federal monies withheld

3. The District should work with the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) to develop and implement required past 
due integrated action plans (IAPs) to improve its instructional program and students’ academic achievement.

Implemented at 12 months—The District worked with ADE to submit past due IAPs, and the previously withheld 
monies were released to the District. 

4. The District should ensure it performs the required comprehensive needs assessment and develops and submits 
any future required IAPs during the time frame specified by ADE and, once approved, implement all action steps.

Implementation in process—The District completed its comprehensive needs assessment and submitted its IAP 
to ADE for fiscal year 2022. The District is working with ADE to implement the action steps it outlined in that IAP. We 
will review this recommendation again during our next followup.


