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STUDENT AND TEACHER MEASURES, 
FINANCIAL ASSESSMENT, AND REVENUEOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY
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Financial stress assessment
Overall financial stress level: Low

Measure: 2013 through 2015 Assessment
Change in number of district students Steady
Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets No overspending
Spending increase election results Voter-approved
Operating reserve percentage (max. 4%), trend 4.0%, Steady
Years of capital reserve held  1 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status Compliant

Low Moderate High

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

$3.66 
$1,071 

153 

$780 

67 

$6.09 
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State 
average

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

Administration
Cost per pupil $752 $709 
Students per 
administrative position

79 78 

Cost per rider $1,038 $957 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.53 $5.82 
Square footage per 
student

131 128 

High Very highVery low Low Comparable

Food service
Cost per meal 
equivalent

$2.61 $2.62 

Transportation
Cost per mile $5.37 $3.90 

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2014  2015  2015 2015
Federal 1,208$   1,181$   1,468$   1,299$   
State 4,337     4,315     3,973     3,517     
Local 2,542     2,682     3,380     4,248     

   Total revenues per pupil 88,087$   88,178$   88,821$   99,064$   

Equalization formula funding 5,060$   4,781$   4,915$   5,303$   
Grants 1,269     1,256     1,502     1,167     
Donations and tax credits 16          21          42          78          

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$          0$          
Small school adjustment 0            0            
Federal impact aid 0            0            
Voter-approved levy increases 1,217     1,314     10 of 10  

   District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 10
0 of 10
2 of 10

Nonclassroom dollars

Classroom 
dollars

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2014  2015  2015 2015
Instruction 3,575$    3,780$    3,943$    4,105$    
Administration 725         752         709         780         
Plant operations 730         723         738         930         
Food service 580         613         539         417         
Transportation 196         179         301         371         
Student support 589         568         564         613         
Instruction support 568         454         470         442         

   Total operational 66,963$   77,069$   77,264$   77,658$   

Land and buildings 687$       1,098$    643$       641$       
Equipment 716         386         432         383         
Interest 70           147         179         225         
Other 219         269         188         150         

   Total nonoperational 1,692$   1,900$   1,442$   1,399$   

Total per pupil spending 8,655$   8,969$   8,706$   9,057$   
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Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Peer 

average
State 

average
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2014) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2014) 27% 25% 23% 
Students per teacher 19.5 19.6 18.6 
Average teacher salary $45,070 $41,292 $46,008 
Average years of teacher experience 9.3 7.7 11.0 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 29% 34% 20% 

Pendergast Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Large, City
Efficiency peer groups 7 and T-3, Achievement peer group 13 Students attending: 9,381
Legislative district(s): 19 and 29 Number of schools: 13
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OPERATIONAL TRENDS
Fiscal years as indicated
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Plant costs per square foot and square 
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Plant costs per square foot and square 
footage per student

Cost per square foot Square footage per student

Plant cost per square foot and square footage 
per student

Total operational spending per student Instructional spending per student
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per student (inflation adjusted to 2015 dollars)
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5-year spending trend (2010 through 2015)

Totalal operationalal spendingg perer pupil,l adjustedd foror inflation,Totaal operatio
decreased

onarati
dd by

aalona
yy 12

pendingal sps
22 percent

ding
ntnt.

pepngg
tt The

pupip l, adjusteaeer p
eee percentage

uste
ee of

ofoor inedde
ofofoo dollars

ation,nflan
sss spentdec

in
creasdec

nn the
sedd byby 212eas

ee classroom
ercennt2 pep

mm varied
TheTTntt.

dd year
percpe p

rr to
centagperc

oo year,
gee oofo dollarsdtag

rr decreasing
spentsarss

gg overallinn het
from

hee
55
c
5555.
clasc
555 1

roomssss
to

moom
oo 53
mm
53533.
m vav
33 5

riedd yeayaraa
55 percent

ear
ntnt.

ototr
As

earyey
ss a

rr, decreasingdar
aa percentage

ongg
ee of

erallovo
fff totalfrom 55555.1

operational
oo 55533.55tot

alaalala spending,
ercenpep

ggg food
. AsAsennt

dd service
percentagpaaa

ee increased
gee ofof totaltntag

dd substantiallyopera
and

ationaal spendingsera
dd administration

g, oodfo d servicsngg
nn increased,

cee ncreinrvic
while

easedd subsscre
ee instruction

tantiallybs
nn supportandd adminisa

decreased
strationn increiminis

dd substantially
eased,cre

yy overall
ed,
alal .

whilewd,,
ll. Other

instructioni n supsee
erer nonclassroom

pportsup
mm areasdecreased

remained
ubssedd

dd fairly
tantiallyubs

yy stable
ytiallyy

lele.

Classroom dollar percentage

Pendergast ESD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Percentage: 58.9 57.0 59.0 59.1 58.9 59.3 56.2 56.3 56.0 55.1 55.5 54.2 52.5 51.3 53.5
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