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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Administration, 9.9%
Plant operations, 14.6%
Food service, 4.7%
Transportation, 4.8%
Student support, 7.9%
Instruction support, 5.6%

Instruction
52.5%

Peer average
53.1%

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 515$       566$       781$       1,318$    
State 3,429      5,627      3,243      3,831      
Local 4,566      4,869      5,097      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,510$   11,062$ 9,121$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,316$    5,355$    5,442$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 241         243         240         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 50           49           47           46           
Grants 593         612         866         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 70           94           157         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 130$       91$         
Small school adjustment 0 0
Federal impact aid 0 0
Voter-approved levy increases 1,551      1,825      13 of 15  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 15
0 of 15
3 of 15

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,700$      3,775$     3,991$    4,377$    
Administration 725           710          837         844         
Plant operations 1,066        1,046       965         977         
Food service 313           339          324         422         
Transportation 318           345          433         381         
Student support 537           568          640         679         
Instruction support 322           401          338         461         
Total operational 6,981$     7,184$     7,528$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 530$         3,481$     890$       691$       
Equipment 146           537          406         424         
Interest 258           298          258         236         
Other 18             23            146         161         
Total nonoperational 952$        4,339$     1,700$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,933$     11,523$   9,228$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 89% 87% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 12% 16% 22% 
Special education population 10% 11% 12% 
Students per teacher 21.8 21.7 18.5 
Average teacher salary $40,425 $49,138 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,698 $8,138 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 8.1 10.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 33% 22% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,324 $1,278 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.72 $3.61 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.16 $3.04 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $8.14 $6.01 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

128 157 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $710 $837 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

71 69 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Agua Fria Union High School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Medium-large, Suburb
Efficiency peer groups 3 and T-4, Achievement peer group 81 Students attending: 7,721
Legislative district(s): 4, 13, 19, and 29 Number of schools: 4
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 55.7 53.3 54.6 51.6 51.3 56.1 53.8 54.3 53.7 53.4 53.1 51.9 52.6 52.2 53.0 53.0 52.5

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Total operational and instructional spending 
per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 66.5%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Administration, 14.2%
Plant operations, 13.3%
Food service, 7.7%
Transportation, 2.6%
Student support, 4%
Instruction support, 0.2%

Instruction
58%

Peer average
50.5%

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,942$    1,945$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 6,658      6,036      5,692      3,831      
Local 3,397      3,115      13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 11,997$ 11,096$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,649$    6,368$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 268         274         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 53           51           57           46           
Grants 4,267      3,081      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 93           92           184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 5,667$      5,603$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 1,438        1,375       3,137      844         
Plant operations 1,785        1,280       2,644      977         
Food service 727           748          1,000      422         
Transportation 301           256          961         381         
Student support 368           381          601         679         
Instruction support 61             18            498         461         
Total operational 10,347$   9,661$     17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 719$         0$            1,161$    691$       
Equipment 208           210          735         424         
Interest 6               14            31           236         
Other 632           756          90           161         
Total nonoperational 1,565$     980$        2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 11,912$   10,641$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 37% 34% 22% 
Special education population 14% 15% 12% 
Students per teacher 14.8 14.8 18.5 
Average teacher salary $47,114 $46,717 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,634 $4,152 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 11.3 11.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 10% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $511 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $0.75 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $3.11 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.96 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

215 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,375 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

39 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Aguila Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 191 Students attending: 148
Legislative district(s): 13 Number of schools: 1



Aguila ESD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 59.9 61.4 62.6 59.9 55.1 51.6 57.9 57.4 62.1 63.8 64.5 58.5 63.1 65.4 55.6 54.8 58.0

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets OOperating and capital
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 00.5%, Varying

HHigh

Years of capital reserve held  LLess than 1 year
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Administration, 16.7%
Plant operations, 11%
Food service, 6%
Transportation, 1.2%
Student support, 4.3%
Instruction support, 7%

Instruction
53.8%

Peer average
48.7%

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 2,344$    1,056$    2,411$    1,318$    
State 4,858      6,132      3,824      3,831      
Local 2,558      2,524      7,054      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,760$   9,712$   13,289$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,555$    6,370$    7,159$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 284         284         285         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 57           56           57           46           
Grants 2,521      2,079      1,876      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 75           87           246         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             15 of 20  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 20
4 of 20
5 of 20

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,468$      4,222$     5,470$    4,377$    
Administration 1,285        1,306       1,784      844         
Plant operations 1,106        864          1,587      977         
Food service 448           469          534         422         
Transportation 91             92            571         381         
Student support 339           342          642         679         
Instruction support 1,077        545          423         461         
Total operational 8,814$     7,840$     11,011$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 332$         828$        437$       691$       
Equipment 226           345          479         424         
Interest 0               0              179         236         
Other 1               7              45           161         
Total nonoperational 559$        1,180$     1,140$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 9,373$     9,020$     12,151$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 91% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 93% 85% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 25% 24% 22% 
Special education population NR 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 16.1 17.0 18.5 
Average teacher salary $44,386 $44,553 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,397 $5,512 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 14.4 12.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 21% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,921 $1,363 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.97 $2.60 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.96 $3.70 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $3.38 $4.85 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

256 348 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,306 $1,784 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

60 44 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Ajo Unified School District
Pima County District size, location: Small, Town
Efficiency peer groups 6 and T-9, Achievement peer group 51 Students attending: 419
Legislative district(s): 4 Number of schools: 2



Ajo USD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 60.2 61.7 60.1 60.2 55.0 55.4 56.7 56.9 59.4 60.2 55.6 50.3 49.8 51.4 53.9 50.7 53.8

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 99.0%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Administration, 8.9%
Plant operations, 8.6%
Food service, 7.5%
Transportation, 3.1%
Student support, 8.2%
Instruction support, 7.3%

Instruction
56.4%

Peer average
54.1%

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,875$    1,698$    1,522$    1,318$    
State 4,648      4,630      4,236      3,831      
Local 2,158      2,234      3,488      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,681$   8,562$   9,246$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,020$    5,055$    5,133$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 235         236         235         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 44           44           44           46           
Grants 1,900      1,724      1,543      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 22           23           45           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,114      1,154      10 of 10  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 10
0 of 10
2 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,311$      4,939$     4,304$    4,377$    
Administration 756           777          796         844         
Plant operations 739           756          837         977         
Food service 693           659          566         422         
Transportation 272           272          303         381         
Student support 578           717          671         679         
Instruction support 607           642          511         461         
Total operational 7,956$     8,762$     7,988$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 218$         131$        499$       691$       
Equipment 334           455          357         424         
Interest 2               1              361         236         
Other 59             59            168         161         
Total nonoperational 613$        646$        1,385$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 8,569$     9,408$     9,373$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 93% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 45% 44% 22% 
Special education population 10% 10% 12% 
Students per teacher 20.6 19.1 18.5 
Average teacher salary $58,362 $52,696 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,786 $4,542 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 10.4 10.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 14% 22% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $971 $942 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $7.67 $6.81 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.33 $2.77 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.97 $6.23 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

126 135 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $777 $796 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

85 75 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Alhambra Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Large, City
Efficiency peer groups 7 and T-1, Achievement peer group 151 Students attending: 12,524
Legislative district(s): 29 and 30 Number of schools: 14



Alhambra ESD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 60.8 63.8 63.6 63.0 61.8 61.2 61.2 59.4 57.7 55.2 55.5 55.5 54.0 53.8 53.7 54.2 56.4

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider

$7.09
$7.67

$830
$971

$0

$300

$600

$900

$1,200

$1,500

$0

$2

$4

$6

$8

$10

12 13 14 15 16 17

C
os

t p
er

 ri
de

r

C
os

t p
er

 m
ile

Plant costs per square foot and square 
footage per student

Cost per mile Cost per rider

Food service cost per meal

$2.79
$3.33

$0

$1

$2

$3

$4

$5

12 13 14 15 16 17

Food service cost per meal

$5.74 $5.97

116 126 

0

50

100

150

200

250

$0

$2

$4

$6

$8

$10

12 13 14 15 16 17

Sq
ua

re
 fo

ot
ag

e 
pe

r s
tu

de
nt

C
os

t p
er

 s
qu

ar
e 

fo
ot

Plant costs per square foot and square 
footage per student

Cost per square foot Square footage per student

Plant cost per square foot and square footage 
per student

Administrative cost per pupil

$608

$777

$0

$250

$500

$750

$1,000

$1,250

12 13 14 15 16 17

Administrative costs per student5-year spending trend (2012 through 2017)

Totall operationall spendingg perr pupil, adjustedd forr inflation,Total operao
increased

ationera
dd by

naltion
yy 14

spendinsall
44 percent

ndin
ntnt.

gg pgin
tt The

rr pupil,p , adjuapep
eee percentage

usteadju
ee of

edd forfuste
ofof dollars

nflatioiorr
ss spent

n,atio
ntnt onincreasedd

instruction
byy 1414d bb

nn varied
ercen4 pp

dd year
ntcenn

arar to
TheT ett. TT

ooo year,
ercentagepep

rr increasing
ooof dollardee o

ggg slightly
rss spensllar

yy overall
t onoennt

llll frominstr
55
nstr
5555.

unstr
55 5

ctionucu
to
nonn
565656.

rivarv
666 4

edd yeayeri
percent

aar to
ntnnt.

yeary r, ncinoooo
Overall,

creasnc
as

singas
a
g slightlys y overongg
percentage

ralller
of

romfl f
total5555.55 to 556

operational
44 percennt66.
spending,

Overat.
plant

all, as aera
tt operations,

ercentape
food

age ofnta
service,

totalt
andoperational spe

transportation
ending, planspe
decreased

ntt operaan
slightly,

tions,ra
while

food service,,
administration

and
andtransporta

student
ationorta

ntnt support
ecreasedde

rtrtrt increased
slightlyd

dd slightly
htly,
tlytly.

Students attending 

13,103 12,524 

0

5,000

10,000

15,000

20,000

25,000

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Students attending

Total operational and instructional spending 
per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 44.3%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 

Arizona Auditor General Arizona School District Spending—Fiscal Year 2017 |  March 2018  |  Report 18-203

1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Administration, 19.4%
Plant operations, 9.7%
Food service, 0.4%
Transportation, 7.9%
Student support, 1.5%
Instruction support, 1.4%

Instruction
59.7%

Peer average
50.5%

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 3,468$    989$       2,908$    1,318$    
State 7,615      10,903    5,692      3,831      
Local 6,482      4,446      13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 17,565$ 16,338$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 13,987$  15,409$  9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 317         284         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 55           58           57           46           
Grants 3,857      1,706      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 203         206         184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 9,794$      9,876$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 2,382        3,222       3,137      844         
Plant operations 1,524        1,611       2,644      977         
Food service 54             62            1,000      422         
Transportation 1,224        1,308       961         381         
Student support 132           245          601         679         
Instruction support 426           232          498         461         
Total operational 15,536$   16,556$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 223$         31$          1,161$    691$       
Equipment 52             547          735         424         
Interest 0               0              31           236         
Other 0               0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 275$        578$        2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 15,811$   17,134$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 96% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 29% 26% 22% 
Special education population 17% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 11.5 14.6 18.5 
Average teacher salary $60,612 $49,194 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,050 $5,175 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 21.0 14.0 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 0% 7% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,600 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $0.49 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal N/A $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.23 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

259 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $3,222 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

38 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Alpine Elementary School District
Apache County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 181 Students attending: 57
Legislative district(s): 7 Number of schools: 1

 Alpine
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 55.3 61.0 54.3 52.3 51.4 52.9 51.0 56.2 58.4 59.1 58.2 57.9 59.2 59.3 61.2 63.0 59.7

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Administrative costs per student5-year spending trend (2012 through 2017)
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per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 110.9%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment

Arizona School District Spending—Fiscal Year 2017 |  March 2018  |  Report 18-203

Food service cost per meal trend is not 
shown because the District did not operate 
a food service program during all or a 
substantial portion of fiscal years 2012 
through 2017.
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Administration, 12.9%
Plant operations, 12.6%
Food service, 8.2%
Transportation, 9.2%
Student support, 6.6%
Instruction support, 4.8%

Instruction
45.7%

Peer average
50%

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 2,505$    2,374$    1,753$    1,318$    
State 6,216      5,134      4,842      3,831      
Local 3,345      3,665      2,654      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 12,066$ 11,173$ 9,249$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,882$    6,787$    5,748$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 245         238         239         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 45           43           44           46           
Grants 2,951      2,500      2,064      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 158         84           69           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 703         707         8 of 10

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 10
0 of 10
3 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,394$      4,909$     4,115$    4,377$    
Administration 1,364        1,393       1,060      844         
Plant operations 1,354        1,353       1,004      977         
Food service 775           878          571         422         
Transportation 850           987          427         381         
Student support 662           711          528         679         
Instruction support 499           513          463         461         
Total operational 9,898$     10,744$   8,168$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 394$         1$            917$       691$       
Equipment 298           704          314         424         
Interest 22             38            77           236         
Other 188           425          148         161         
Total nonoperational 902$        1,168$     1,456$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 10,800$   11,912$   9,624$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 96% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 25% 26% 22% 
Special education population 14% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 16.7 14.6 18.5 
Average teacher salary $47,209 $49,194 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,836 $5,175 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 10.6 14.0 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 20% 7% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,073 $1,037 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.01 $2.95 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.11 $3.04 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $7.39 $6.71 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

183 153 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,393 $1,060 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

48 58 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Altar Valley Elementary School District
Pima County District size, location: Medium, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 9 and T-8, Achievement peer group 181 Students attending: 601
Legislative district(s): 2 and 4 Number of schools: 2



Altar Valley ESD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 52.0 51.0 47.7 48.6 47.5 47.3 46.5 48.0 47.6 46.5 41.7 44.1 44.7 46.5 45.2 44.4 45.7

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 55.5%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students LLarge decrease
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Spending by operational area
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Administration, 8.4%
Plant operations, 13.9%
Food service, 4.7%
Transportation, 5.6%
Student support, 8.4%
Instruction support, 5.9%

Instruction
53.1%

Peer average
53.2%

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,078$    1,096$    896$       1,318$    
State 2,445      2,479      3,579      3,831      
Local 5,953      5,779      4,613      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,476$   9,354$   9,088$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,380$    5,400$    5,436$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 234         234         242         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 46           45           47           46           
Grants 1,129      1,141      943         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 169         144         98           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 303$       299$       
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,495      1,478      10 of 10  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

3 of 10
0 of 10
2 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,194$      4,374$     4,035$    4,377$    
Administration 636           694          763         844         
Plant operations 1,146        1,144       941         977         
Food service 375           389          348         422         
Transportation 416           461          383         381         
Student support 675           689          622         679         
Instruction support 498           485          501         461         
Total operational 7,940$     8,236$     7,593$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 659$         2,042$     761$       691$       
Equipment 262           411          527         424         
Interest 325           321          295         236         
Other 78             66            145         161         
Total nonoperational 1,324$     2,840$     1,728$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 9,264$     11,076$   9,321$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 93% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 86% 86% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 22% 24% 22% 
Special education population 16% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 17.2 18.8 18.5 
Average teacher salary $42,859 $45,975 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,523 $5,671 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 12.5 11.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 16% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,400 $1,278 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.48 $3.61 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.97 $2.98 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.04 $6.41 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

189 148 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $694 $763 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

57 67 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Amphitheater Unified School District
Pima County District size, location: Large, Suburb
Efficiency peer groups 2 and T-4, Achievement peer group 31 Students attending: 13,450
Legislative district(s): 3, 9, and 11 Number of schools: 20
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 57.6 55.8 57.8 55.9 56.9 56.5 56.8 57.5 58.5 57.5 56.3 54.9 54.0 54.3 52.5 52.8 53.1

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Total operational and instructional spending 
per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 22.0%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 

Arizona Auditor General Arizona School District Spending—Fiscal Year 2017 |  March 2018  |  Report 18-203

1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Administration, 16.6%
Plant operations, 14.3%
Food service, 6.6%
Transportation, 6.7%
Student support, 2.5%
Instruction support, 2.2%

Instruction
51.1%

Peer average
48.7%

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 702$       1,882$    2,411$    1,318$    
State 1,138      1,045      3,824      3,831      
Local 12,290    11,237    7,054      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 14,130$ 14,164$ 13,289$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 10,301$  9,022$    7,159$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 349         303         285         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 71           67           57           46           
Grants 930         1,927      1,876      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 0             0             246         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,002      1,011      15 of 20  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 20
4 of 20
5 of 20

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 6,637$      6,399$     5,470$    4,377$    
Administration 2,064        2,074       1,784      844         
Plant operations 1,757        1,783       1,587      977         
Food service 704           820          534         422         
Transportation 738           843          571         381         
Student support 331           317          642         679         
Instruction support 177           280          423         461         
Total operational 12,408$   12,516$   11,011$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 124$         156$        437$       691$       
Equipment 893           742          479         424         
Interest 217           491          179         236         
Other 19             2              45           161         
Total nonoperational 1,253$     1,391$     1,140$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 13,661$   13,907$   12,151$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 91% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 81% 84% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 31% 26% 22% 
Special education population NR 11% 12% 
Students per teacher 12.1 14.8 18.5 
Average teacher salary $44,237 $43,276 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $3,618 $5,503 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 16.8 11.5 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 16% 19% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $830 $1,267 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.05 $1.93 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $4.75 $3.70 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $3.78 $4.85 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

472 348 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,074 $1,784 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

46 44 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Antelope Union High School District
Yuma County District size, location: Small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 6 and T-10, Achievement peer group 111 Students attending: 230
Legislative district(s): 4 and 13 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 51.0 52.4 52.9 54.1 53.7 52.3 43.7 53.4 52.6 52.1 50.7 47.7 51.4 52.8 51.3 53.5 51.1

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Plant costs per square foot and square 
footage per student

Cost per square foot Square footage per student

Plant cost per square foot and square footage 
per student

Administrative cost per pupil
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Total operational and instructional spending 
per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 22.3%, Varying

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  LLess than 1 year
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Administration, 22.4%
Plant operations, 12.8%
Food service, 0%
Transportation, 2.5%
Student support, 7%
Instruction support, 0.4%

Instruction
54.9%

Peer average
50.5%

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 2,871$    10,315$    2,908$    1,318$   
State 8,950      51,288     5,692      3,831     
Local 13,183    68,044     13,343    4,443     
Total per pupil revenues 25,004$ 129,647$ 21,943$ 9,592$  

Equalization formula funding 13,003$  74,234$    9,932$    5,503$   
   Amount from Prop 123 275 1,455 315 245
Prop 123 additional funding 39 300 57 46
Grants 2,929      10,657     2,701      1,185     
Donations and tax credits 468         1,728       184         89          

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$            
Small school adjustment 7,859    34,561   
Federal impact aid 0          0            
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0              7 of 54           

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54           
44 of 54           
5 of 54           

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 11,080$    59,142$    8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 4,573        24,152     3,137      844         
Plant operations 2,844        13,727     2,644      977         
Food service 0               0              1,000      422         
Transportation 2,443        2,673       961         381         
Student support 1,473        7,532       601         679         
Instruction support 31             475          498         461         
Total operational 22,444$   107,701$ 17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 0$             0$            1,161$    691$       
Equipment 39             887          735         424         
Interest 5               2              31           236         
Other 0               0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 44$          889$        2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 22,488$   108,590$ 19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate N/A 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) N/A 44% 22% 
Special education population N/A 15% 12% 
Students per teacher N/A 11.2 18.5 
Average teacher salary N/A $48,132 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 N/A $4,375 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience N/A 11.5 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years N/A 6% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider N/A N/A $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile N/A N/A $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal N/A $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $14.09 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

975 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $24,152 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

1 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Measure did not meet auditors' criteria for reporting.

Apache Elementary School District
Cochise County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer group 11 and Achievement peer group 201 Students attending: 2
Legislative district(s): 14 Number of schools: 1

 Apache
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 64.9 63.7 53.6 49.0 53.2 53.5 54.6 58.5 54.9 55.8 52.4 51.7 49.4 51.1 50.4 49.4 54.9

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Administrative costs per student5-year spending trend (2012 through 2017)
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Total operational and instructional spending 
per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 223.0%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status Not assessed

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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Food service cost per meal trend is not 
shown because the District did not operate 
a food service program during all or a 
substantial portion of fiscal years 2012 
through 2017.
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Administration, 9.7%
Plant operations, 12.4%
Food service, 4.5%
Transportation, 6.6%
Student support, 8.7%
Instruction support, 4%

Instruction
54.1%

Peer average
53.1%

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,006$    1,123$    781$       1,318$    
State 3,293      3,058      3,243      3,831      
Local 4,954      5,221      5,097      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,253$   9,402$   9,121$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,027$    5,805$    5,442$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 270         255         240         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 52           48           47           46           
Grants 1,007      1,127      866         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 106         98           157         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 981         1,046      13 of 15  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 15
0 of 15
3 of 15

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,069$      4,080$     3,991$    4,377$    
Administration 695           728          837         844         
Plant operations 951           938          965         977         
Food service 315           340          324         422         
Transportation 463           496          433         381         
Student support 656           659          640         679         
Instruction support 326           301          338         461         
Total operational 7,475$     7,542$     7,528$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 17$           23$          890$       691$       
Equipment 156           258          406         424         
Interest 195           383          258         236         
Other 78             84            146         161         
Total nonoperational 446$        748$        1,700$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,921$     8,290$     9,228$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 93% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 80% 86% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 22% 24% 22% 
Special education population 17% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 18.4 18.8 18.5 
Average teacher salary $42,318 $45,975 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,461 $5,671 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 11.9 11.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 16% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $870 $1,207 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.26 $4.28 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.72 $3.04 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.86 $6.01 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

160 157 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $728 $837 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

62 69 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Apache Junction Unified School District
Pinal County District size, location: Medium-large, Suburb
Efficiency peer groups 3 and T-3, Achievement peer group 31 Students attending: 3,633
Legislative district(s): 8 and 16 Number of schools: 5
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 53.8 53.0 53.1 55.2 53.3 54.5 55.8 54.5 56.9 55.0 55.1 54.6 55.6 55.9 54.7 54.4 54.1

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider

$3.54
$3.26

$932 $870

$0

$300

$600

$900

$1,200

$1,500

$0

$1

$2

$3

$4

$5

12 13 14 15 16 17

C
os

t p
er

 ri
de

r

C
os

t p
er

 m
ile

Plant costs per square foot and square 
footage per student

Cost per mile Cost per rider

Food service cost per meal

$2.61 $2.72

$0

$1

$2

$3

$4

$5

12 13 14 15 16 17

Food service cost per meal

$5.79

$5.86142 

160 

0

50

100

150

200

250

$0

$2

$4

$6

$8

$10

12 13 14 15 16 17

Sq
ua

re
 fo

ot
ag

e 
pe

r s
tu

de
nt

C
os

t p
er

 s
qu

ar
e 

fo
ot

Plant costs per square foot and square 
footage per student

Cost per square foot Square footage per student

Plant cost per square foot and square footage 
per student

Administrative cost per pupil

$639
$728

$0

$250

$500

$750

$1,000

$1,250

12 13 14 15 16 17

Administrative costs per student5-year spending trend (2012 through 2017)

Totall operationall spendingg perr pupil, adjustedd forr inflation,Total operato
decreased

tionaerat
dd by

ona
yy 1

spendinsalla
1111 percent

ndin
ntnt.

ggngdin
tt The

err pupil,p , adjuapep
eee percentage

usteadju
ee of

edd forfuste
ofof dollars

nflatioiorr
ss spent

n,atio
ntnt ondecreased

instruction
byby 111dd b

nnn varied
ercenpep

dd year
ntcenn

arar to
TheT ett. TT

ooo year,
percentageee pp

rr decreasing
oof dollarsde oo

gg slightly
ss spenslars

yy overall
t onoennt

llll frominstr
54
nstr
5454.

unstr
44 6

ctionucu
to
nonn
54
v
5454.

rivarv
444 1

dd yeay arei
percent

r oto
ntnt.

yeary r, decdoo
Overall,

creasec
as

singas
a
g slightlys y overongg
percentage

rallver
of

romfrl f
total5544.66 to 5544

operational
1 percennt..
spending,

Overall, as a p
administration,

percentap
plant

age of totala
operations,operational

transportation,
pendinsp
and

ng, admdin
dd student

ministratioadm
tt support

on, plantatio
tt increased

operatnt
dd slightly,

ions,rat
, whiletransportatio

instruction
on, andaatio

nn support
students tndd

rtrt decreased
upportt ncreaisus

dd substantially
ascrea

llylly.

Students attending 

5,334 

3,633 

0

1,500

3,000

4,500

6,000

7,500

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Students attending

Total operational and instructional spending 
per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)

$7,054 

$7,542 

$3,795 $4,080 

$0

$2,500

$5,000

$7,500

$10,000

$12,500

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Total operational spending per pupil     Instructional spending per pupil

Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-rejected
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 55.5%, Increasing

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students LLarge decrease

Arizona School District Spending—Fiscal Year 2017 |  March 2018  |  Report 18-203



PAGE 38

Spending by operational area
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Administration, 10.3%
Plant operations, 13.4%
Food service, 5.6%
Transportation, 8.6%
Student support, 6.1%
Instruction support, 1.9%

Instruction
54.1%

Peer average
52.5%

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 2,254$    1,545$    2,395$    1,318$    
State 597         522         4,806      3,831      
Local 12,433    9,473      4,236      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 15,284$ 11,540$ 11,437$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 7,853$    6,747$    6,815$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 279         250         269         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 55           47           50           46           
Grants 2,465      1,637      1,792      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 92           121         341         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 2,407      2,066      6 of 12

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 12
0 of 12
3 of 12

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 6,276$      5,650$     4,993$    4,377$    
Administration 1,072        1,076       1,231      844         
Plant operations 1,486        1,399       1,125      977         
Food service 756           584          549         422         
Transportation 992           894          575         381         
Student support 761           643          606         679         
Instruction support 428           196          397         461         
Total operational 11,771$   10,442$   9,476$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 245$         311$        194$       691$       
Equipment 613           221          329         424         
Interest 148           219          167         236         
Other 418           575          91           161         
Total nonoperational 1,424$     1,326$     781$      1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 13,195$   11,768$   10,257$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 24% 26% 22% 
Special education population 9% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 20.1 14.6 18.5 
Average teacher salary $59,751 $49,194 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $7,275 $5,175 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 14.8 14.0 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 0% 7% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $893 $1,363 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.96 $2.60 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $4.13 $3.41 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $8.22 $6.81 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

170 153 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,076 $1,231 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

69 54 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Arlington Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 10 and T-9, Achievement peer group 181 Students attending: 242
Legislative district(s): 4 and 13 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 52.4 52.9 56.5 55.1 54.2 54.3 57.4 57.2 56.6 56.4 52.7 49.6 50.3 51.6 53.4 53.3 54.1

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Plant costs per square foot and square 
footage per student

Cost per square foot Square footage per student

Plant cost per square foot and square footage 
per student

Administrative cost per pupil
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 22.5%, Decreasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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Spending by operational area
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Administration, 27.7%
Plant operations, 16.7%
Food service, 5.6%
Transportation, 6.1%
Student support, 4.9%
Instruction support, 5.1%

Instruction
33.9%

Peer average
50.5%

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 5,168$    3,570$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 16,055    16,955    5,692      3,831      
Local 18,855    20,860    13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 40,078$ 41,385$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 13,110$  20,063$  9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 480         520         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 64           63           57           46           
Grants 15,851    4,647      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 258         164         184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 11,024  7,671    
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 8,853$      10,398$    8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 6,472        8,511       3,137      844         
Plant operations 4,751        5,125       2,644      977         
Food service 993           1,716       1,000      422         
Transportation 2,540        1,862       961         381         
Student support 1,439        1,491       601         679         
Instruction support 1,388        1,576       498         461         
Total operational 26,436$   30,679$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 13,157$    1,723$     1,161$    691$       
Equipment 998           906          735         424         
Interest 0               0              31           236         
Other 0               0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 14,155$   2,629$     2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 40,591$   33,308$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 40% 44% 22% 
Special education population 29% 15% 12% 
Students per teacher 8.7 11.2 18.5 
Average teacher salary N/A $48,132 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 N/A $4,375 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience N/A 11.5 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years N/A 6% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $2,707 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.67 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $8.60 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $4.17 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

1,228 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $8,511 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

9 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

M
ea

su
re

 d
id

 n
ot

 
m

ee
t a

ud
ito

rs
' 

cr
ite

ria
 fo

r r
ep

or
tin

g.

Ash Creek Elementary School District
Cochise County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 201 Students attending: 17
Legislative district(s): 14 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 45.5 45.6 45.5 47.4 42.6 42.9 42.5 38.0 39.9 33.0 37.9 41.0 41.6 31.1 35.8 33.5 33.9

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 338.2%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status Not assessed

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Administration, 21%
Plant operations, 11%
Food service, 7%
Transportation, 4.9%
Student support, 4%
Instruction support, 2.8%

Instruction
49.3%

Peer average
48.7%

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,220$    1,255$    2,411$    1,318$    
State 2,576      2,460      3,824      3,831      
Local 9,479      9,501      7,054      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 13,275$ 13,216$ 13,289$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 7,331$    7,230$    7,159$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 282         278         285         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 56           53           57           46           
Grants 1,273      1,258      1,876      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 52           43           246         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 7,257    6,981    
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             15 of 20  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 20
4 of 20
5 of 20

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 5,664$      5,335$     5,470$    4,377$    
Administration 2,327        2,274       1,784      844         
Plant operations 1,162        1,193       1,587      977         
Food service 777           750          534         422         
Transportation 702           532          571         381         
Student support 542           433          642         679         
Instruction support 391           302          423         461         
Total operational 11,565$   10,819$   11,011$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 80$           77$          437$       691$       
Equipment 320           145          479         424         
Interest 30             52            179         236         
Other 0               51            45           161         
Total nonoperational 430$        325$        1,140$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 11,995$   11,144$   12,151$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 86% 85% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 27% 24% 22% 
Special education population 17% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 19.6 17.0 18.5 
Average teacher salary $47,673 $44,553 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $3,164 $5,512 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 8.8 12.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 18% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $893 $1,267 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.68 $1.93 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $4.44 $3.70 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.27 $4.85 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

226 348 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,274 $1,784 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

59 44 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Ash Fork Joint Unified School District
Yavapai County District size, location: Small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 6 and T-10, Achievement peer group 51 Students attending: 235
Legislative district(s): 1 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 53.1 55.4 60.8 55.6 58.9 47.0 53.2 52.8 54.8 53.1 47.1 47.4 42.1 43.3 47.4 49.0 49.3

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Plant costs per square foot and square 
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 665.1%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Administration, 11.8%
Plant operations, 11.8%
Food service, 6.8%
Transportation, 4.3%
Student support, 7.1%
Instruction support, 7.3%

Instruction
50.9%

Peer average
51.3%

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,196$    1,362$    1,848$    1,318$    
State 4,118      3,995      3,857      3,831      
Local 4,274      4,648      4,627      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,588$   10,005$ 10,332$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,101$    5,073$    5,145$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 237         236         236         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 44           43           43           46           
Grants 1,238      1,432      1,915      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 22           65           54           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,853      1,895      19 of 19  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 19
0 of 19
0 of 19

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,057$      3,942$     4,164$    4,377$    
Administration 877           914          974         844         
Plant operations 875           915          909         977         
Food service 538           524          640         422         
Transportation 273           330          327         381         
Student support 499           547          626         679         
Instruction support 525           570          559         461         
Total operational 7,644$     7,742$     8,199$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 678$         747$        924$       691$       
Equipment 367           723          582         424         
Interest 243           253          255         236         
Other 122           144          146         161         
Total nonoperational 1,410$     1,867$     1,907$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 9,054$     9,609$     10,106$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 22% 25% 22% 
Special education population 12% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 18.9 19.1 18.5 
Average teacher salary $42,934 $43,084 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $2,949 $4,885 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 8.1 8.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 26% 30% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,321 $1,178 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $6.34 $5.31 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.52 $2.75 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.38 $6.31 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

143 147 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $914 $974 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

60 68 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Avondale Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Medium-large, Suburb
Efficiency peer groups 8 and T-2, Achievement peer group 131 Students attending: 5,301
Legislative district(s): 4, 13, and 19 Number of schools: 8



Avondale ESD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 60.1 62.4 64.8 64.1 63.9 61.1 60.3 59.7 58.6 56.3 55.2 52.2 50.7 52.6 51.6 53.1 50.9

Instructional spending percentage
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Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 44.7%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Administration, 15%
Plant operations, 13.5%
Food service, 4.6%
Transportation, 7.6%
Student support, 8.8%
Instruction support, 7.8%

Instruction
42.7%

Peer average
50.2%

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 12,138$  12,566$  3,999$    1,318$    
State 6,640      8,695      4,066      3,831      
Local 1,116      1,266      4,210      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 19,894$ 22,527$ 12,275$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,943$    7,588$    5,929$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 254         272         243         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 47           51           49           46           
Grants 5,422      4,212      1,751      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 45           47           138         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 7,006    8,580    
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             20 of 29  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 29
0 of 29

14 of 29  

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 7,284$      7,276$     4,541$    4,377$    
Administration 2,541        2,560       1,102      844         
Plant operations 2,268        2,291       1,289      977         
Food service 742           785          396         422         
Transportation 1,314        1,292       488         381         
Student support 1,546        1,495       632         679         
Instruction support 1,169        1,333       346         461         
Total operational 16,864$   17,032$   8,794$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 69$           13$          764$       691$       
Equipment 677           814          536         424         
Interest 0               0              221         236         
Other 45             46            78           161         
Total nonoperational 791$        873$        1,599$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 17,655$   17,905$   10,393$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 92% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 76% 79% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 45% 43% 22% 
Special education population NR 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 12.2 15.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $49,951 $48,972 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,586 $4,489 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 8.1 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 10% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,037 $1,267 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.15 $1.93 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.44 $3.54 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.58 $5.20 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

348 263 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,560 $1,102 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

41 53 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Baboquivari Unified School District
Pima County District size, location: Medium, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 5 and T-10, Achievement peer group 71 Students attending: 906
Legislative district(s): 4 Number of schools: 4



Baboquivari USD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 49.7 48.3 49.4 52.2 49.6 49.3 45.2 51.1 47.7 45.0 46.0 40.1 38.7 41.4 43.6 43.2 42.7

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Administrative costs per student5-year spending trend (2012 through 2017)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets IIsolated
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend IImpact Aid Fund reserve

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  IImpact Aid Fund reserve
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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Spending by operational area
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Administration, 19.6%
Plant operations, 11.3%
Food service, 3.4%
Transportation, 2.8%
Student support, 5.4%
Instruction support, 1%

Instruction
56.5%

Peer average
48.7%

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 617$       448$       2,411$    1,318$    
State 706         794         3,824      3,831      
Local 11,441    12,988    7,054      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 12,764$ 14,230$ 13,289$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,805$    7,096$    7,159$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 301         315         285         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 62           64           57           46           
Grants 718         467         1,876      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 3,429      3,095      246         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 945         1,626      15 of 20  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 20
4 of 20
5 of 20

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 6,807$      7,249$     5,470$    4,377$    
Administration 2,305        2,519       1,784      844         
Plant operations 1,330        1,450       1,587      977         
Food service 414           436          534         422         
Transportation 265           352          571         381         
Student support 919           689          642         679         
Instruction support 242           129          423         461         
Total operational 12,282$   12,824$   11,011$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 23$           613$        437$       691$       
Equipment 172           183          479         424         
Interest 4               2              179         236         
Other 3               6              45           161         
Total nonoperational 202$        804$        1,140$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 12,484$   13,628$   12,151$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 95% 88% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 11% 15% 22% 
Special education population 15% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 12.6 15.7 18.5 
Average teacher salary $51,369 $45,360 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,589 $5,787 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 9.9 10.4 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 14% 17% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $3,233 $921 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $6.49 $2.98 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $5.04 $3.70 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.55 $4.85 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

261 348 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,519 $1,784 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

31 44 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Bagdad Unified School District
Yavapai County District size, location: Small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 6 and T-7, Achievement peer group 41 Students attending: 377
Legislative district(s): 1 Number of schools: 2



Bagdad USD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 57.5 58.4 52.4 55.9 49.5 48.4 48.8 55.7 54.2 56.0 52.6 52.9 54.5 55.2 56.7 55.4 56.5

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 110.7%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Administration, 12.5%
Plant operations, 10.4%
Food service, 8.7%
Transportation, 3.8%
Student support, 6.4%
Instruction support, 9.1%

Instruction
49.1%

Peer average
51.3%

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 2,618$    2,692$    1,848$    1,318$    
State 3,590      3,487      3,857      3,831      
Local 5,663      5,819      4,627      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 11,871$ 11,998$ 10,332$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,517$    5,481$    5,145$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 253         248         236         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 45           44           43           46           
Grants 2,684      2,838      1,915      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 134         97           54           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 2,521      2,464      19 of 19  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 19
0 of 19
0 of 19

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,380$      4,696$     4,164$    4,377$    
Administration 1,111        1,192       974         844         
Plant operations 1,026        997          909         977         
Food service 794           836          640         422         
Transportation 337           362          327         381         
Student support 599           614          626         679         
Instruction support 857           870          559         461         
Total operational 9,104$     9,567$     8,199$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 460$         447$        924$       691$       
Equipment 457           644          582         424         
Interest 246           216          255         236         
Other 111           74            146         161         
Total nonoperational 1,274$     1,381$     1,907$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 10,378$   10,948$   10,106$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 41% 44% 22% 
Special education population 12% 10% 12% 
Students per teacher 17.7 19.1 18.5 
Average teacher salary $44,954 $52,696 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,807 $4,542 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 8.9 10.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 31% 22% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,418 $1,207 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $5.99 $4.28 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.72 $2.75 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.17 $6.31 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

193 147 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,192 $974 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

62 68 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Balsz Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Medium-large, City
Efficiency peer groups 8 and T-3, Achievement peer group 151 Students attending: 2,315
Legislative district(s): 24 and 27 Number of schools: 5
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 55.7 57.4 59.4 56.9 57.2 58.9 57.2 58.7 56.1 51.3 49.3 49.2 51.7 51.3 49.4 48.1 49.1

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 77.9%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Administration, 9.9%
Plant operations, 14%
Food service, 5.7%
Transportation, 4.5%
Student support, 10.6%
Instruction support, 5.9%

Instruction
49.4%

Peer average
52.5%

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 2,060$    1,963$    2,395$    1,318$    
State 5,165      5,001      4,806      3,831      
Local 4,422      4,566      4,236      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 11,647$ 11,530$ 11,437$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 7,088$    6,884$    6,815$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 291         283         269         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 53           52           50           46           
Grants 2,193      1,984      1,792      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 180         273         341         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,117      1,127      6 of 12

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 12
0 of 12
3 of 12

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,826$      4,828$     4,993$    4,377$    
Administration 1,058        967          1,231      844         
Plant operations 1,216        1,375       1,125      977         
Food service 556           561          549         422         
Transportation 454           438          575         381         
Student support 1,039        1,034       606         679         
Instruction support 535           575          397         461         
Total operational 9,684$     9,778$     9,476$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 161$         59$          194$       691$       
Equipment 334           274          329         424         
Interest 525           530          167         236         
Other 53             59            91           161         
Total nonoperational 1,073$     922$        781$      1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 10,757$   10,700$   10,257$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 18% 19% 22% 
Special education population 17% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 16.9 13.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $44,875 $44,961 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,678 $4,257 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 11.4 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 7% 11% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $718 $921 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.43 $2.98 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $4.10 $3.41 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.09 $6.81 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

270 153 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $967 $1,231 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

44 54 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Beaver Creek Elementary School District
Yavapai County District size, location: Small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 10 and T-7, Achievement peer group 171 Students attending: 277
Legislative district(s): 1 and 6 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 59.4 65.0 63.1 63.6 63.9 60.7 65.6 62.0 59.4 57.8 56.6 51.3 52.7 53.0 50.5 49.8 49.4

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 44.4%, Varying

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  LLess than 1 year
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Administration, 11.9%
Plant operations, 12.7%
Food service, 3.8%
Transportation, 6.9%
Student support, 11.2%
Instruction support, 2.7%

Instruction
50.8%

Peer average
50.2%

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 686$       855$       3,999$    1,318$    
State 4,027      3,796      4,066      3,831      
Local 4,610      4,547      4,210      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,323$   9,198$   12,275$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,335$    5,426$    5,929$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 227         234         243         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 47           49           49           46           
Grants 802         962         1,751      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 71           161         138         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,232      1,609      20 of 29  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 29
0 of 29

14 of 29  

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,892$      4,100$     4,541$    4,377$    
Administration 894           958          1,102      844         
Plant operations 985           1,027       1,289      977         
Food service 338           305          396         422         
Transportation 471           553          488         381         
Student support 780           908          632         679         
Instruction support 224           221          346         461         
Total operational 7,584$     8,072$     8,794$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 107$         45$          764$       691$       
Equipment 219           339          536         424         
Interest 203           189          221         236         
Other 40             111          78           161         
Total nonoperational 569$        684$        1,599$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 8,153$     8,756$     10,393$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 90% 84% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 35% 32% 22% 
Special education population 15% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 19.6 16.4 18.5 
Average teacher salary $42,059 $44,227 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,234 $5,336 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 11.3 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 22% 17% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,303 $921 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.73 $2.98 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.15 $3.54 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.52 $5.20 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

157 263 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $958 $1,102 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

47 53 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Benson Unified School District
Cochise County District size, location: Medium, Town
Efficiency peer groups 5 and T-7, Achievement peer group 61 Students attending: 1,233
Legislative district(s): 14 Number of schools: 4



Benson USD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 49.5 54.0 53.7 57.4 57.8 58.6 56.9 56.9 55.8 54.4 52.4 54.1 53.1 52.7 51.5 51.3 50.8

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 33.6%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Administration, 13.3%
Plant operations, 13.9%
Food service, 5.5%
Transportation, 11.6%
Student support, 5%
Instruction support, 1.6%

Instruction
49.1%

Peer average
50.5%

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 3,470$    2,033$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 1,364      1,460      5,692      3,831      
Local 15,429    13,270    13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 20,263$ 16,763$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 10,440$  9,813$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 284         285         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 58           56           57           46           
Grants 3,505      2,384      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 97           42           184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 5,448    411       
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 81           10           7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 7,714$      6,823$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 2,323        1,849       3,137      844         
Plant operations 2,390        1,926       2,644      977         
Food service 872           766          1,000      422         
Transportation 1,672        1,618       961         381         
Student support 988           697          601         679         
Instruction support 226           228          498         461         
Total operational 16,185$   13,907$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 119$         300$        1,161$    691$       
Equipment 2,898        500          735         424         
Interest 62             29            31           236         
Other 0               0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 3,079$     829$        2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 19,264$   14,736$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 91% 91% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 14% 14% 22% 
Special education population 18% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 11.1 13.1 18.5 
Average teacher salary $38,064 $40,448 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,075 $5,163 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 8.3 9.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 17% 19% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,612 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.36 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $3.64 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $4.21 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

458 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,849 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

41 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Bicentennial Union High School District
La Paz County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 101 Students attending: 122
Legislative district(s): 5 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 41.6 58.2 50.6 50.1 47.4 46.0 45.4 36.4 42.0 36.5 41.5 42.4 46.8 45.1 45.6 47.7 49.1

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Administrative cost per pupil
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets IIsolated
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 66.8%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment

Arizona School District Spending—Fiscal Year 2017 |  March 2018  |  Report 18-203



PAGE 58

Spending by operational area
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Administration, 12.4%
Plant operations, 16.9%
Food service, 4.4%
Transportation, 5.1%
Student support, 5.9%
Instruction support, 4.8%

Instruction
50.5%

Peer average
50.2%

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,344$    1,202$    3,999$    1,318$    
State 3,988      3,497      4,066      3,831      
Local 5,447      5,319      4,210      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 10,779$ 10,018$ 12,275$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,851$    5,827$    5,929$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 229         232         243         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 55           56           49           46           
Grants 1,541      1,369      1,751      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 115         77           138         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 535         565         20 of 29  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 29
0 of 29

14 of 29  

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,664$      5,280$     4,541$    4,377$    
Administration 1,294        1,295       1,102      844         
Plant operations 1,564        1,766       1,289      977         
Food service 423           456          396         422         
Transportation 438           529          488         381         
Student support 620           617          632         679         
Instruction support 396           506          346         461         
Total operational 9,399$     10,449$   8,794$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 177$         430$        764$       691$       
Equipment 532           567          536         424         
Interest 0               0              221         236         
Other 52             11            78           161         
Total nonoperational 761$        1,008$     1,599$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 10,160$   11,457$   10,393$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 96% 92% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 84% 79% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 41% 43% 22% 
Special education population 14% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 15.6 15.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $48,600 $48,972 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $8,080 $4,489 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 11.4 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 16% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $888 $1,037 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.31 $2.95 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $4.52 $3.54 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.98 $5.20 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

295 263 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,295 $1,102 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

43 53 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Bisbee Unified School District
Cochise County District size, location: Medium, Town
Efficiency peer groups 5 and T-8, Achievement peer group 71 Students attending: 709
Legislative district(s): 14 Number of schools: 3
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 52.7 55.9 55.0 54.1 51.4 52.1 49.7 49.3 47.7 51.8 47.9 48.5 48.9 48.8 49.6 49.6 50.5

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 111.4%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Administration, 0.1%
Plant operations, 16.5%
Food service, 0%
Transportation, 4.7%
Student support, 0%
Instruction support, 0%

Instruction
78.7%

Peer average
50.5%

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 3,945$    2,555$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 922         957         5,692      3,831      
Local 9,161      11,512    13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 14,028$ 15,024$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 8,191$    8,421$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 358         338         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 76           71           57           46           
Grants 3,965      2,580      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 1             37           184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 7,403$      9,607$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 4               5              3,137      844         
Plant operations 1,711        2,014       2,644      977         
Food service 0               0              1,000      422         
Transportation 512           575          961         381         
Student support 0               0              601         679         
Instruction support 0               0              498         461         
Total operational 9,630$     12,201$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 0$             611$        1,161$    691$       
Equipment 865           0              735         424         
Interest 0               0              31           236         
Other 0               0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 865$        611$        2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 10,495$   12,812$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 96% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A 88% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 0% 15% 22% 
Special education population 0% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 11.1 15.7 18.5 
Average teacher salary N/A $45,360 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 N/A $5,787 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience N/A 10.4 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years N/A 17% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider N/A N/A $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile N/A N/A $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal N/A $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $13.99 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

144 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $5 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

N/A 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Measure did not meet auditors' criteria for reporting.

Blue Elementary School District
Greenlee County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer group 11 and Achievement peer group 41 Students attending: 11
Legislative district(s): 14 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 88.7 88.9 83.8 83.2 86.4 84.5 78.8 73.7 78.1 75.6 76.5 79.1 78.7 79.6 79.4 76.9 78.7

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider

Food service cost per meal
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 221.8%, Varying

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status Not assessed

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students LLarge decrease
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Food service cost per meal trend is not 
shown because the District did not operate 
a food service program during all or a 
substantial portion of fiscal years 2012 
through 2017.

Administrative cost per student trend is 
not shown because the District did not 
report administrative costs during all or 
a substantial portion of fiscal years 2012 
through 2017.

Transportation costs per mile and per rider 
trends are not shown because the District 
did not operate a transportation program 
during all or a substantial portion of fiscal 
years 2012 through 2017.
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Administration, 11.9%
Plant operations, 13.6%
Food service, 4.1%
Transportation, 5.5%
Student support, 7%
Instruction support, 6%

Instruction
51.9%

Peer average
52%

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,253$    745$       2,260$    1,318$    
State 1,892      2,150      4,086      3,831      
Local 6,061      6,327      3,104      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,206$   9,222$   9,450$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,143$    5,115$    5,373$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 219         220         233         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 46           47           46           46           
Grants 1,151      551         1,374      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 70           73           56           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 185       295       
Voter-approved levy increases 2,043      1,299      14 of 18  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 18
0 of 18
7 of 18

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,892$      4,134$     4,032$    4,377$    
Administration 834           943          844         844         
Plant operations 989           1,082       987         977         
Food service 319           326          409         422         
Transportation 501           436          414         381         
Student support 462           559          607         679         
Instruction support 336           480          481         461         
Total operational 7,333$     7,960$     7,774$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 160$         2,177$     346$       691$       
Equipment 490           1,725       390         424         
Interest 272           290          164         236         
Other 125           44            77           161         
Total nonoperational 1,047$     4,236$     977$      1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 8,380$     12,196$   8,751$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 92% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 82% 84% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 29% 32% 22% 
Special education population 10% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 20.0 16.4 18.5 
Average teacher salary $50,026 $44,227 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $7,041 $5,336 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 14.3 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 18% 17% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,025 $1,037 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.65 $2.95 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.14 $3.00 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $4.26 $5.36 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

254 190 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $943 $844 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

117 69 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Blue Ridge Unified School District
Navajo County District size, location: Medium-large, Town
Efficiency peer groups 4 and T-8, Achievement peer group 61 Students attending: 2,094
Legislative district(s): 7 Number of schools: 4
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 60.7 63.0 61.4 63.1 62.1 61.8 59.8 59.3 64.1 61.6 56.0 55.0 56.8 55.1 52.5 53.1 51.9

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Total operational and instructional spending 
per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets CCapital
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 33.4%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  IImpact Aid Fund reserve
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Administration, 19%
Plant operations, 8.7%
Food service, 5.3%
Transportation, 4.4%
Student support, 0.8%
Instruction support, 0.1%

Instruction
61.7%

Peer average
50.5%

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 457$       384$       2,908$    1,318$    
State 2,482      6,848      5,692      3,831      
Local 7,831      4,979      13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 10,770$ 12,211$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 8,111$    8,970$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 289         293         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 50           59           57           46           
Grants 503         1,701      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 290         76           184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 5,459    4,879    
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 9,078$      9,349$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 2,859        2,887       3,137      844         
Plant operations 1,285        1,312       2,644      977         
Food service 754           810          1,000      422         
Transportation 550           672          961         381         
Student support 39             113          601         679         
Instruction support 27             17            498         461         
Total operational 14,592$   15,160$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 55$           1,323$     1,161$    691$       
Equipment 233           238          735         424         
Interest 15             8              31           236         
Other 0               0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 303$        1,569$     2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 14,895$   16,729$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 95% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 15% 11% 22% 
Special education population 16% 15% 12% 
Students per teacher 9.2 12.0 18.5 
Average teacher salary $52,674 $50,741 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,166 $5,239 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 28.9 19.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 0% 8% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $723 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.20 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $9.15 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $4.88 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

269 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,887 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

34 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Bonita Elementary School District
Graham County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 161 Students attending: 101
Legislative district(s): 14 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 58.6 66.8 68.2 63.4 68.1 62.1 60.5 60.0 60.8 60.0 56.4 58.1 59.2 61.1 61.1 62.2 61.7

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated

PAGE 65

Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend FFrozen taxes, Unfunded

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Administration, 21.5%
Plant operations, 30.7%
Food service, 9.2%
Transportation, 2.2%
Student support, 0%
Instruction support, 1.5%

Instruction
34.9%

Peer average
50.5%

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 2,784$    2,305$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 1,891      2,231      5,692      3,831      
Local 20,644    26,845    13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 25,319$ 31,381$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,602$    7,974$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 250         299         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 51           61           57           46           
Grants 3,437      3,499      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 39           48           184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 17,651  14,293  
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 8,889$      8,578$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 4,443        5,280       3,137      844         
Plant operations 5,879        7,540       2,644      977         
Food service 1,829        2,272       1,000      422         
Transportation 654           545          961         381         
Student support 8               6              601         679         
Instruction support 193           361          498         461         
Total operational 21,895$   24,582$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 0$             4$            1,161$    691$       
Equipment 368           1,393       735         424         
Interest 1               0              31           236         
Other 0               0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 369$        1,397$     2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 22,264$   25,979$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 93% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 22% 19% 22% 
Special education population 19% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 8.4 13.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $31,384 $44,961 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $1,770 $4,257 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 11.7 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 0% 11% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider NR $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.59 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $9.35 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $14.32 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

527 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $5,280 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

12 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Bouse Elementary School District
La Paz County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 171 Students attending: 25
Legislative district(s): 5 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 59.8 58.9 48.2 49.1 49.6 50.5 54.4 54.7 51.0 48.1 42.2 46.9 42.2 38.2 43.9 40.6 34.9

Instructional spending percentage
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OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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footage per student
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 558.7%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status Not assessed

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Administration, 24.4%
Plant operations, 19.1%
Food service, 4.1%
Transportation, 3.3%
Student support, 0%
Instruction support, 3.7%

Instruction
45.4%

Peer average
50.5%

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 2,898$    1,551$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 2,221      3,327      5,692      3,831      
Local 26,122    22,069    13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 31,241$ 26,947$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 9,089$    8,493$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 290         284         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 48           44           57           46           
Grants 3,456      2,169      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 137         976         184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 18,578  11,727  
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 12,919$    9,899$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 6,201        5,330       3,137      844         
Plant operations 4,620        4,158       2,644      977         
Food service 1,163        903          1,000      422         
Transportation 1,163        714          961         381         
Student support 763           0              601         679         
Instruction support 787           813          498         461         
Total operational 27,616$   21,817$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 1,967$      687$        1,161$    691$       
Equipment 3,609        2,554       735         424         
Interest 14             41            31           236         
Other 307           306          90           161         
Total nonoperational 5,897$     3,588$     2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 33,513$   25,405$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 89% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A 88% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 20% 15% 22% 
Special education population 21% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 11.4 15.7 18.5 
Average teacher salary $38,250 $45,360 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,015 $5,787 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 12.5 10.4 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 25% 17% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,624 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $0.84 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $4.81 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.17 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

804 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $5,330 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

19 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Bowie Unified School District
Cochise County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 41 Students attending: 57
Legislative district(s): 14 Number of schools: 2
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 52.8 56.9 60.3 57.1 57.5 60.7 56.4 53.7 51.1 53.8 52.1 54.9 50.9 45.4 43.2 46.8 45.4

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 110.1%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status NNoncompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 879$       1,150$    1,848$    1,318$    
State 4,440      4,608      3,857      3,831      
Local 2,368      2,649      4,627      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 7,687$   8,407$   10,332$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,019$    5,208$    5,145$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 232         241         236         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 43           44           43           46           
Grants 930         1,214      1,915      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 28           44           54           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 336$       345$       
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 829         816         19 of 19  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 19
0 of 19
0 of 19

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,621$      3,793$     4,164$    4,377$    
Administration 791           864          974         844         
Plant operations 767           851          909         977         
Food service 487           517          640         422         
Transportation 263           282          327         381         
Student support 536           625          626         679         
Instruction support 365           443          559         461         
Total operational 6,830$     7,375$     8,199$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 408$         1,383$     924$       691$       
Equipment 317           387          582         424         
Interest 78             148          255         236         
Other 114           156          146         161         
Total nonoperational 917$        2,074$     1,907$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,747$     9,449$     10,106$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 21% 25% 22% 
Special education population 13% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 18.5 19.1 18.5 
Average teacher salary $37,778 $43,084 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,477 $4,885 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 7.5 8.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 32% 30% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $847 $1,178 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.84 $5.31 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.42 $2.75 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $7.56 $6.31 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

113 147 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $864 $974 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

79 68 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 11.7%
Plant operations, 11.6%
Food service, 7%
Transportation, 3.8%
Student support, 8.5%
Instruction support, 6%

Instruction
51.4%

Peer average
51.3%

Buckeye Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Medium-large, Suburb
Efficiency peer groups 8 and T-2, Achievement peer group 131 Students attending: 4,665
Legislative district(s): 4 and 13 Number of schools: 6
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 53.9 58.6 60.1 57.9 61.4 60.3 63.0 60.8 54.9 55.4 56.6 52.0 53.3 54.1 53.7 53.0 51.4

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 66.9%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 519$       842$       781$       1,318$    
State 2,933      2,873      3,243      3,831      
Local 6,418      5,879      5,097      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,870$   9,594$   9,121$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,828$    5,746$    5,442$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 249         245         240         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 53           48           47           46           
Grants 536         830         866         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 51           118         157         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,941      1,917      13 of 15  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 15
0 of 15
3 of 15

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,376$      4,696$     3,991$    4,377$    
Administration 705           737          837         844         
Plant operations 1,340        1,226       965         977         
Food service 365           418          324         422         
Transportation 651           661          433         381         
Student support 505           520          640         679         
Instruction support 328           402          338         461         
Total operational 8,270$     8,660$     7,528$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 4,023$      1,829$     890$       691$       
Equipment 766           385          406         424         
Interest 773           600          258         236         
Other 70             68            146         161         
Total nonoperational 5,632$     2,882$     1,700$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 13,902$   11,542$   9,228$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 89% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 91% 87% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 15% 16% 22% 
Special education population 12% 11% 12% 
Students per teacher 20.9 21.7 18.5 
Average teacher salary $53,011 $49,138 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $8,995 $8,138 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 11.0 10.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 17% 22% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,517 $1,809 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.12 $4.15 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.34 $3.04 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.33 $6.01 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

194 157 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $737 $837 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

74 69 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Administration, 8.5%
Plant operations, 14.2%
Food service, 4.8%
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Student support, 6%
Instruction support, 4.7%

Instruction
54.2%

Peer average
53.1%

Buckeye Union High School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Medium-large, Suburb
Efficiency peer groups 3 and T-5, Achievement peer group 81 Students attending: 4,050
Legislative district(s): 4 and 13 Number of schools: 3
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 48.3 51.2 52.1 54.2 52.1 51.7 55.6 55.5 56.8 53.8 53.5 53.3 51.9 52.0 53.0 52.9 54.2

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 22.0%, Decreasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,728$    1,671$    1,753$    1,318$    
State 3,574      3,538      4,842      3,831      
Local 2,890      2,824      2,654      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,192$   8,033$   9,249$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,307$    5,333$    5,748$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 240         241         239         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 45           44           44           46           
Grants 1,973      1,910      2,064      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 48           47           69           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             8 of 10

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 10
0 of 10
3 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,321$      4,310$     4,115$    4,377$    
Administration 1,067        1,094       1,060      844         
Plant operations 763           753          1,004      977         
Food service 551           609          571         422         
Transportation 336           386          427         381         
Student support 259           283          528         679         
Instruction support 470           425          463         461         
Total operational 7,767$     7,860$     8,168$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 117$         79$          917$       691$       
Equipment 118           92            314         424         
Interest 10             5              77           236         
Other 59             48            148         161         
Total nonoperational 304$        224$        1,456$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 8,071$     8,084$     9,624$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 34% 34% 22% 
Special education population 12% 15% 12% 
Students per teacher 19.2 14.8 18.5 
Average teacher salary $51,326 $46,717 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,840 $4,152 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 9.8 11.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 18% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $369 $728 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $4.96 $3.94 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.91 $3.04 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.24 $6.71 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

144 153 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,094 $1,060 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

70 58 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 13.9%
Plant operations, 9.6%
Food service, 7.8%
Transportation, 4.9%
Student support, 3.6%
Instruction support, 5.4%

Instruction
54.8%

Peer average
50%

Bullhead City Elementary School District
Mohave County District size, location: Medium-large, Town
Efficiency peer groups 9 and T-6, Achievement peer group 191 Students attending: 2,626
Legislative district(s): 5 Number of schools: 6
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 64.1 62.3 62.9 61.3 60.9 63.4 60.0 61.9 59.5 57.0 56.6 59.6 57.2 55.5 56.1 55.6 54.8

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated

PAGE 75

Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets IIsolated
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 44.2%, Varying

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,314$    1,265$    3,999$    1,318$    
State 3,443      3,610      4,066      3,831      
Local 3,283      3,084      4,210      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,040$   7,959$   12,275$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,217$    5,239$    5,929$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 226         226         243         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 48           46           49           46           
Grants 1,233      1,267      1,751      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 47           63           138         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 214       171       
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             20 of 29  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 29
0 of 29

14 of 29  

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,352$      4,456$     4,541$    4,377$    
Administration 666           682          1,102      844         
Plant operations 898           963          1,289      977         
Food service 335           331          396         422         
Transportation 513           451          488         381         
Student support 680           663          632         679         
Instruction support 290           315          346         461         
Total operational 7,734$     7,861$     8,794$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 154$         200$        764$       691$       
Equipment 280           326          536         424         
Interest 82             74            221         236         
Other 5               12            78           161         
Total nonoperational 521$        612$        1,599$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 8,255$     8,473$     10,393$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 92% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 92% 88% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 20% 15% 22% 
Special education population 13% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 17.5 15.7 18.5 
Average teacher salary $47,847 $45,360 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,490 $5,787 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 10.5 10.4 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 3% 17% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $912 $1,037 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.80 $2.95 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.01 $3.54 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.30 $5.20 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

153 263 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $682 $1,102 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

67 53 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 8.7%
Plant operations, 12.3%
Food service, 4.2%
Transportation, 5.7%
Student support, 8.4%
Instruction support, 4%

Instruction
56.7%

Peer average
50.2%

Camp Verde Unified School District
Yavapai County District size, location: Medium, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 5 and T-8, Achievement peer group 41 Students attending: 1,528
Legislative district(s): 1 and 6 Number of schools: 3
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 55.2 56.2 53.8 56.3 55.4 54.2 55.4 55.2 55.7 52.6 53.4 53.5 55.9 57.5 55.9 56.3 56.7

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 44.1%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  IImpact Aid Fund reserve
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 2,825$    2,423$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 5,360      5,087      5,692      3,831      
Local 6,550      6,040      13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 14,735$ 13,550$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 7,040$    7,939$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 287         309         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 52           43           57           46           
Grants 3,851      2,498      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 141         163         184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 781       647       
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 6,928$      6,424$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 2,441        1,965       3,137      844         
Plant operations 1,639        1,554       2,644      977         
Food service 1,136        876          1,000      422         
Transportation 794           575          961         381         
Student support 466           515          601         679         
Instruction support 120           131          498         461         
Total operational 13,524$   12,040$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 1,117$      350$        1,161$    691$       
Equipment 390           1,359       735         424         
Interest 0               0              31           236         
Other 0               0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 1,507$     1,709$     2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 15,031$   13,749$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 97% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 31% 34% 22% 
Special education population 22% 15% 12% 
Students per teacher 11.2 14.8 18.5 
Average teacher salary $46,335 $46,717 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $3,784 $4,152 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 16.3 11.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 0% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $725 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.16 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $4.41 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.03 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

309 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,965 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

32 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 16.3%
Plant operations, 12.9%
Food service, 7.3%
Transportation, 4.7%
Student support, 4.3%
Instruction support, 1.1%

Instruction
53.4%

Peer average
50.5%

Cañon Elementary School District
Yavapai County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 191 Students attending: 124
Legislative district(s): 1 Number of schools: 1



Cañon ESD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 47.9 48.8 48.5 49.5 48.1 50.5 51.3 47.4 51.7 50.1 53.3 47.1 52.0 51.8 51.8 51.2 53.4

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 66.8%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,887$    1,745$    1,522$    1,318$    
State 4,794      4,803      4,236      3,831      
Local 1,833      1,890      3,488      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,514$   8,438$   9,246$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 4,956$    5,000$    5,133$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 232         235         235         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 45           45           44           46           
Grants 1,920      1,778      1,543      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 12           19           45           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 265$       272$       
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 825         855         10 of 10  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 10
0 of 10
2 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,134$      4,391$     4,304$    4,377$    
Administration 656           792          796         844         
Plant operations 669           774          837         977         
Food service 649           679          566         422         
Transportation 164           173          303         381         
Student support 496           525          671         679         
Instruction support 452           523          511         461         
Total operational 7,220$     7,857$     7,988$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 78$           140$        499$       691$       
Equipment 324           243          357         424         
Interest 74             72            361         236         
Other 6               6              168         161         
Total nonoperational 482$        461$        1,385$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,702$     8,318$     9,373$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 41% 44% 22% 
Special education population 10% 10% 12% 
Students per teacher 21.1 19.1 18.5 
Average teacher salary $57,515 $52,696 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,087 $4,542 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 10.0 10.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 23% 22% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,013 $942 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $7.29 $6.81 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.58 $2.77 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.13 $6.23 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

126 135 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $792 $796 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

83 75 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 10.1%
Plant operations, 9.8%
Food service, 8.6%
Transportation, 2.2%
Student support, 6.7%
Instruction support, 6.7%

Instruction
55.9%

Peer average
54.1%

Cartwright Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Large, City
Efficiency peer groups 7 and T-1, Achievement peer group 151 Students attending: 16,985
Legislative district(s): 19 and 29 Number of schools: 21
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 66.4 63.3 62.0 60.7 61.6 61.3 62.2 61.6 61.1 60.0 58.9 56.8 56.5 56.8 56.2 57.3 55.9

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 88.4%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students LLarge decrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,219$    1,234$    1,848$    1,318$    
State 4,424      4,449      3,857      3,831      
Local 2,580      2,656      4,627      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,223$   8,339$   10,332$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,389$    5,434$    5,145$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 238         240         236         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 44           43           43           46           
Grants 1,255      1,266      1,915      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 20           22           54           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 882         865         19 of 19  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 19
0 of 19
0 of 19

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,755$      3,625$     4,164$    4,377$    
Administration 851           746          974         844         
Plant operations 1,006        921          909         977         
Food service 503           513          640         422         
Transportation 492           525          327         381         
Student support 518           479          626         679         
Instruction support 451           510          559         461         
Total operational 7,576$     7,319$     8,199$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 45$           238$        924$       691$       
Equipment 178           242          582         424         
Interest 44             28            255         236         
Other 61             60            146         161         
Total nonoperational 328$        568$        1,907$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,904$     7,887$     10,106$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 25% 25% 22% 
Special education population 12% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 20.1 19.1 18.5 
Average teacher salary $43,179 $43,084 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,757 $4,885 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 9.8 8.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 25% 30% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,229 $1,278 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.44 $3.61 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.87 $2.75 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.74 $6.31 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

137 147 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $746 $974 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

71 68 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 10.2%
Plant operations, 12.6%
Food service, 7%
Transportation, 7.2%
Student support, 6.5%
Instruction support, 7%

Instruction
49.5%

Peer average
51.3%

Casa Grande Elementary School District
Pinal County District size, location: Medium-large, Suburb
Efficiency peer groups 8 and T-4, Achievement peer group 131 Students attending: 6,556
Legislative district(s): 8 and 11 Number of schools: 12
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 56.9 56.8 56.4 56.0 54.5 55.2 54.0 52.8 54.4 52.4 51.8 49.8 49.4 49.1 50.1 49.6 49.5

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Cost per square foot Square footage per student
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Administrative costs per student5-year spending trend (2012 through 2017)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 55.8%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,362$    1,049$    781$       1,318$    
State 3,890      4,185      3,243      3,831      
Local 4,573      5,055      5,097      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,825$   10,289$ 9,121$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,083$    6,169$    5,442$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 243         250         240         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 51           53           47           46           
Grants 1,413      1,364      866         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 9             14           157         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 24         22         
Voter-approved levy increases 1,337      1,374      13 of 15  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 15
0 of 15
3 of 15

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,372$      4,064$     3,991$    4,377$    
Administration 746           995          837         844         
Plant operations 1,115        1,177       965         977         
Food service 326           311          324         422         
Transportation 733           852          433         381         
Student support 556           775          640         679         
Instruction support 245           409          338         461         
Total operational 7,093$     8,583$     7,528$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 211$         311$        890$       691$       
Equipment 623           302          406         424         
Interest 295           483          258         236         
Other 31             0              146         161         
Total nonoperational 1,160$     1,096$     1,700$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 8,253$     9,679$     9,228$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 77% 87% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 20% 16% 22% 
Special education population 13% 11% 12% 
Students per teacher 23.7 21.7 18.5 
Average teacher salary $49,955 $49,138 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $11,667 $8,138 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 11.5 10.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 13% 22% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $3,024 $1,809 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.89 $4.15 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.89 $3.04 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $7.03 $6.01 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

167 157 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $995 $837 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

65 69 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 11.6%
Plant operations, 13.7%
Food service, 3.6%
Transportation, 9.9%
Student support, 9%
Instruction support, 4.8%

Instruction
47.4%

Peer average
53.1%

Casa Grande Union High School District
Pinal County District size, location: Medium-large, Suburb
Efficiency peer groups 3 and T-5, Achievement peer group 81 Students attending: 3,608
Legislative district(s): 4, 8, and 11 Number of schools: 3
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 54.4 56.2 55.8 55.1 53.3 54.0 53.5 56.4 53.3 48.1 45.2 47.2 48.9 46.0 49.5 47.5 47.4

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Total operational and instructional spending 
per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 111.4%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 335$       356$       781$       1,318$    
State 2,127      2,167      3,243      3,831      
Local 6,363      7,596      5,097      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,825$   10,119$ 9,121$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 4,998$    4,931$    5,442$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 229         227         240         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 47           45           47           46           
Grants 318         344         866         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 301         260         157         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,840      1,845      13 of 15  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 15
0 of 15
3 of 15

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,796$      3,845$     3,991$    4,377$    
Administration 930           919          837         844         
Plant operations 939           915          965         977         
Food service 209           203          324         422         
Transportation 224           251          433         381         
Student support 508           506          640         679         
Instruction support 495           500          338         461         
Total operational 7,101$     7,139$     7,528$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 1,445$      867$        890$       691$       
Equipment 277           707          406         424         
Interest 267           253          258         236         
Other 666           758          146         161         
Total nonoperational 2,655$     2,585$     1,700$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 9,756$     9,724$     9,228$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 95% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 95% 93% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 8% 7% 22% 
Special education population 8% 11% 12% 
Students per teacher 18.4 18.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $43,345 $44,253 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,236 $5,557 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 10.9 11.2 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 22% 21% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $613 $1,178 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.64 $5.31 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.00 $3.04 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.59 $6.01 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

164 157 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $919 $837 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

63 69 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Administration, 12.9%
Plant operations, 12.8%
Food service, 2.8%
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Instruction support, 7%

Instruction
53.9%

Peer average
53.1%

Catalina Foothills Unified School District
Pima County District size, location: Medium-large, Suburb
Efficiency peer groups 3 and T-2, Achievement peer group 11 Students attending: 4,939
Legislative district(s): 9 Number of schools: 7
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 58.7 61.2 61.4 60.5 58.4 58.1 57.9 55.0 55.0 54.3 53.1 52.6 52.2 52.8 54.4 53.5 53.9

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 33.4%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 446$       362$       781$       1,318$    
State 2,219      2,001      3,243      3,831      
Local 6,312      6,778      5,097      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,977$   9,141$   9,121$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,194$    5,899$    5,442$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 250         246         240         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 45           44           47           46           
Grants 839         435         866         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 198         232         157         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 595         756         13 of 15  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 15
0 of 15
3 of 15

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,829$      3,923$     3,991$    4,377$    
Administration 860           841          837         844         
Plant operations 854           847          965         977         
Food service 271           261          324         422         
Transportation 479           472          433         381         
Student support 720           718          640         679         
Instruction support 244           242          338         461         
Total operational 7,257$     7,304$     7,528$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 2,769$      2,970$     890$       691$       
Equipment 754           421          406         424         
Interest 172           301          258         236         
Other 386           356          146         161         
Total nonoperational 4,081$     4,048$     1,700$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 11,338$   11,352$   9,228$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 95% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 94% 93% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 5% 7% 22% 
Special education population 13% 11% 12% 
Students per teacher 20.8 18.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $46,825 $44,253 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $8,563 $5,557 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 13.2 11.2 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 17% 21% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,266 $1,278 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.26 $3.61 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.85 $3.04 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $4.73 $6.01 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

179 157 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $841 $837 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

62 69 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 11.5%
Plant operations, 11.6%
Food service, 3.6%
Transportation, 6.5%
Student support, 9.8%
Instruction support, 3.3%

Instruction
53.7%

Peer average
53.1%

Cave Creek Unified School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Medium-large, City
Efficiency peer groups 3 and T-4, Achievement peer group 11 Students attending: 5,273
Legislative district(s): 1, 15, and 23 Number of schools: 7
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 54.8 56.0 58.3 57.2 59.7 59.6 55.5 56.7 55.6 54.4 54.9 53.2 53.9 53.0 53.3 52.8 53.7

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-rejected
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 33.6%, Decreasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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Spending by operational area
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 21,489$  19,274$  2,908$    1,318$    
State 9,401      8,312      5,692      3,831      
Local 1,459      1,534      13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 32,349$ 29,120$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 10,100$  8,836$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 334         276         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 64           50           57           46           
Grants 11,785    10,599    2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 4             8             184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 9,788    8,822    
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 11,369$    11,317$    8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 6,869        6,285       3,137      844         
Plant operations 5,684        6,134       2,644      977         
Food service 977           980          1,000      422         
Transportation 3,254        2,244       961         381         
Student support 1,510        1,359       601         679         
Instruction support 984           927          498         461         
Total operational 30,647$   29,246$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 1,305$      486$        1,161$    691$       
Equipment 435           97            735         424         
Interest 523           311          31           236         
Other 0               0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 2,263$     894$        2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 32,910$   30,140$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 89% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 42% 44% 22% 
Special education population 26% 15% 12% 
Students per teacher 9.7 11.2 18.5 
Average teacher salary $48,968 $48,132 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $3,150 $4,375 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 17.3 11.5 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 0% 6% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $2,598 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.45 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $3.63 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $4.78 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

1,282 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $6,285 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

15 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 21.5%
Plant operations, 21%
Food service, 3.3%
Transportation, 7.7%
Student support, 4.6%
Instruction support, 3.2%

Instruction
38.7%

Peer average
50.5%

Cedar Unified School District
Navajo County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 201 Students attending: 117
Legislative district(s): 7 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 45.4 43.5 45.3 41.6 43.0 48.1 44.8 44.8 44.5 40.2 39.2 43.1 34.6 37.0 33.6 37.1 38.7

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider

$2.06

$3.45

$1,683

$2,598

$0

$1,600

$3,200

$4,800

$6,400

$8,000

$0

$1

$2

$3

$4

$5

12 13 14 15 16 17

C
os

t p
er

 ri
de

r

C
os

t p
er

 m
ile

Plant costs per square foot and square 
footage per student

Cost per mile Cost per rider

Food service cost per meal

$2.69

$3.63

$0

$1

$2

$3

$4

$5

12 13 14 15 16 17

Food service cost per meal

$5.12

$4.78636 

1,282 

0

400

800

1,200

1,600

2,000

$0

$3

$6

$9

$12

$15

12 13 14 15 16 17

Sq
ua

re
 fo

ot
ag

e 
pe

r s
tu

de
nt

C
os

t p
er

 s
qu

ar
e 

fo
ot

Plant costs per square foot and square 
footagge pper student

Cost per square foot Square footage per student

Plant cost per square foot and square footage 
per student

Administrative cost per pupil

$3,736

$6,285

$0

$2,000

$4,000

$6,000

$8,000

$10,000

12 13 14 15 16 17

Administrative costs per student5-year spending trend (2012 through 2017)

Studentnt enrollmentnt decreasedd byy 500 percent,t whichh contributedStud
to

denStud
oo the

eennt
ee 42

rollmenntenre
2222 percent

decreaseddnt d
tt increase

dsedd
ee in

y 5050byby
nn total

percentp t, whicw0 p
alal operational

chh contributchic
alal spending

tedbut
gg pertoo thet

pupil,
4242 percephee

ll adjusted
ntrce

dd for
ncreasentt i

ororr inflation
ase
onon.

ninnsee
nn The

otaal operatioon ot
ee percentage

atio
ee of

l spendsnaao
ofofoo dollars

dinggend
ss spent

erpep
ntnt onpupil, adjusta

instruction
tedd foust

nn varied
nflatiinooor

ddd year
olati

arar to
. TheTToonn

ooo year,
percentagephee

rr decreasing
oofo dolladgee

gg overall
arss solla

llll from
spes
mm 43

ene
434344 .
ennt
33 1

nonoot
11 toinstr

38
nstr
3838.
nstr
88 7

ctionn vucur
7777 percent

variev
ntntn .

eddearie
tt As

d yy
ss a

aar otoo yeary r,yeay
aaaa percentage

ecreded
ee of

easingcre
ofof total

gg overao ll frsing
alal operational

mm 44343.11 otoromr
alala spending,3388.777

most
ercenntt. AsAAs aaa perppp

ttt noninstructional
rcentagper

ll areas
ee ooag

ss also
otat al ooof t

ooo varied
peratioopo

dd year
onaatio
rr to

spendsnaal
oo year,

dingend
, as

g,ng
ss ismostt nonin

common
nstroni

nn for
ructionstr

oror very
onactio

ryry small
areassal aa

allaall districts
salsa

tststs.

Students attending 

480 

117 

0

200

400

600

800

1,000

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Students attending

Total operational and instructional spending 
per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)

$18,536 

$29,246 

$8,416 
$11,317 

$0

$10,000

$20,000

$30,000

$40,000

$50,000

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Total operational spending per pupil     Instructional spending per pupil

Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 442.3%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 485$       567$       885$       1,318$    
State 3,584      3,765      3,394      3,831      
Local 4,311      4,309      5,302      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,380$   8,641$   9,581$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,161$    5,190$    5,387$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 235         236         241         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 45           44           46           46           
Grants 502         571         901         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 117         165         98           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,349      1,319      10 of 10  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 10
0 of 10
2 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,366$      4,402$     4,386$    4,377$    
Administration 589           597          680         844         
Plant operations 744           765          877         977         
Food service 346           323          323         422         
Transportation 325           342          341         381         
Student support 485           511          679         679         
Instruction support 303           320          358         461         
Total operational 7,158$     7,260$     7,644$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 316$         1,814$     651$       691$       
Equipment 307           414          393         424         
Interest 182           220          223         236         
Other 229           270          209         161         
Total nonoperational 1,034$     2,718$     1,476$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 8,192$     9,978$     9,120$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 96% 95% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 94% 90% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 11% 13% 22% 
Special education population 11% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 19.3 18.4 18.5 
Average teacher salary $55,701 $46,837 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,143 $6,016 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 11.3 11.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 11% 18% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,412 $1,207 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $4.92 $4.28 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.91 $2.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $7.07 $6.15 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

108 147 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $597 $680 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

104 80 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 8.2%
Plant operations, 10.5%
Food service, 4.5%
Transportation, 4.7%
Student support, 7%
Instruction support, 4.5%

Instruction
60.6%

Peer average
56.4%

Chandler Unified School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Very large, Suburb
Efficiency peer groups 1 and T-3, Achievement peer group 21 Students attending: 43,419
Legislative district(s): 12, 17, and 18 Number of schools: 43
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 60.7 62.1 63.2 63.6 63.7 63.7 63.2 62.3 62.4 62.0 60.6 60.9 60.6 61.1 61.1 61.0 60.6

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 22.9%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 9,726$    10,453$  2,260$    1,318$    
State 6,046      6,499      4,086      3,831      
Local 1,222      1,192      3,104      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 16,994$ 18,144$ 9,450$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,981$    5,975$    5,373$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 229         230         233         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 46           47           46           46           
Grants 3,015      3,014      1,374      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 28           54           56           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 6,774    7,730    
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             14 of 18  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 18
0 of 18
7 of 18

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 6,661$      6,629$     4,032$    4,377$    
Administration 1,240        1,255       844         844         
Plant operations 1,978        2,208       987         977         
Food service 686           752          409         422         
Transportation 986           999          414         381         
Student support 1,083        1,069       607         679         
Instruction support 709           741          481         461         
Total operational 13,343$   13,653$   7,774$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 1,249$      959$        346$       691$       
Equipment 1,168        1,239       390         424         
Interest 0               0              164         236         
Other 17             63            77           161         
Total nonoperational 2,434$     2,261$     977$      1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 15,777$   15,914$   8,751$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 92% 92% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 67% 79% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 45% 43% 22% 
Special education population NR 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 16.4 15.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $60,899 $48,972 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $3,118 $4,489 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 14.1 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 11% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,254 $1,363 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.89 $2.60 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.38 $3.00 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $7.56 $5.36 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

292 190 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,255 $844 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

53 69 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 9.2%
Plant operations, 16.2%
Food service, 5.5%
Transportation, 7.3%
Student support, 7.9%
Instruction support, 5.4%

Instruction
48.5%

Peer average
52%

Chinle Unified School District
Apache County District size, location: Medium-large, Town
Efficiency peer groups 4 and T-9, Achievement peer group 71 Students attending: 3,340
Legislative district(s): 7 Number of schools: 7
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 47.7 48.0 50.2 50.8 51.1 49.6 48.3 48.6 49.4 47.0 47.5 49.0 48.4 48.4 46.6 49.9 48.5

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets IIsolated
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 33.8%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  IImpact Aid Fund reserve
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,173$    1,262$    2,260$    1,318$    
State 2,784      3,085      4,086      3,831      
Local 3,621      3,970      3,104      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 7,578$   8,317$   9,450$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,506$    5,563$    5,373$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 239         243         233         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 45           46           46           46           
Grants 1,244      1,271      1,374      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 113         108         56           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             14 of 18  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 18
0 of 18
7 of 18

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,530$      3,884$     4,032$    4,377$    
Administration 816           819          844         844         
Plant operations 912           919          987         977         
Food service 511           545          409         422         
Transportation 469           438          414         381         
Student support 674           635          607         679         
Instruction support 216           307          481         461         
Total operational 7,128$     7,547$     7,774$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 170$         136$        346$       691$       
Equipment 281           287          390         424         
Interest 40             35            164         236         
Other 60             89            77           161         
Total nonoperational 551$        547$        977$      1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,679$     8,094$     8,751$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 93% 88% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 15% 15% 22% 
Special education population 13% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 20.3 15.7 18.5 
Average teacher salary $42,938 $45,360 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $7,293 $5,787 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 11.8 10.4 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 15% 17% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $877 $921 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.52 $2.98 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.86 $3.00 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.20 $5.36 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

148 190 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $819 $844 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

66 69 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 10.8%
Plant operations, 12.2%
Food service, 7.2%
Transportation, 5.8%
Student support, 8.4%
Instruction support, 4.1%

Instruction
51.5%

Peer average
52%

Chino Valley Unified School District
Yavapai County District size, location: Medium-large, Town
Efficiency peer groups 4 and T-7, Achievement peer group 41 Students attending: 2,252
Legislative district(s): 1 Number of schools: 4
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 60.5 58.1 59.6 57.9 58.7 58.2 59.3 57.8 57.2 52.5 49.4 49.6 50.5 50.6 49.4 49.5 51.5

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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footage per student
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per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 11.2%, Decreasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,009$    1,066$    2,395$    1,318$    
State 3,462      3,674      4,806      3,831      
Local 4,412      4,437      4,236      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,883$   9,177$   11,437$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,013$    6,298$    6,815$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 249         258         269         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 48           50           50           46           
Grants 916         862         1,792      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 270         277         341         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 185       242       
Voter-approved levy increases 552         607         6 of 12

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 12
0 of 12
3 of 12

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,552$      4,628$     4,993$    4,377$    
Administration 826           762          1,231      844         
Plant operations 690           773          1,125      977         
Food service 406           402          549         422         
Transportation 360           359          575         381         
Student support 814           918          606         679         
Instruction support 220           181          397         461         
Total operational 7,868$     8,023$     9,476$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 100$         90$          194$       691$       
Equipment 170           390          329         424         
Interest 4               2              167         236         
Other 23             24            91           161         
Total nonoperational 297$        506$        781$      1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 8,165$     8,529$     10,257$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 95% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 11% 11% 22% 
Special education population 8% 15% 12% 
Students per teacher 21.9 12.0 18.5 
Average teacher salary $58,487 $50,741 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $7,553 $5,239 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 15.6 19.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 9% 8% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $576 $728 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.88 $3.94 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.14 $3.41 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $7.02 $6.81 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

110 153 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $762 $1,231 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

97 54 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Administration, 9.5%
Plant operations, 9.6%
Food service, 5%
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Student support, 11.4%
Instruction support, 2.3%

Instruction
57.7%

Peer average
52.5%

Clarkdale-Jerome Elementary School District
Yavapai County District size, location: Small, Town
Efficiency peer groups 10 and T-6, Achievement peer group 161 Students attending: 438
Legislative district(s): 1 and 6 Number of schools: 1



Clarkdale-Jerome ESD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 56.7 58.7 58.3 60.2 62.5 60.0 59.1 61.0 60.0 57.9 57.0 57.5 56.6 57.2 57.2 57.9 57.7

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 99.4%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 492$       411$       2,908$    1,318$    
State 2,722      722         5,692      3,831      
Local 31,893    10,044    13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 35,107$ 11,177$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 7,580$    7,117$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 299         280         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 57           49           57           46           
Grants 2,495      537         2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 39           19           184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 11,658  14,553  
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 9,806$      10,757$    8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 2,104        2,104       3,137      844         
Plant operations 2,589        2,409       2,644      977         
Food service 969           826          1,000      422         
Transportation 554           631          961         381         
Student support 76             74            601         679         
Instruction support 1,138        1,074       498         461         
Total operational 17,236$   17,875$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 2,371$      1,609$     1,161$    691$       
Equipment 299           1,315       735         424         
Interest 4               0              31           236         
Other 0               0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 2,674$     2,924$     2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 19,910$   20,799$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 32% 34% 22% 
Special education population 14% 15% 12% 
Students per teacher 9.2 14.8 18.5 
Average teacher salary $53,482 $46,717 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $2,210 $4,152 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 14.8 11.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 15% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $706 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.84 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $5.96 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $7.79 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

309 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,104 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

41 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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100%

Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 11.8%
Plant operations, 13.5%
Food service, 4.6%
Transportation, 3.5%
Student support, 0.4%
Instruction support, 6%

Instruction
60.2%

Peer average
50.5%

Cochise Elementary School District
Cochise County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 191 Students attending: 83
Legislative district(s): 14 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 60.2 58.5 60.4 62.7 57.5 54.3 57.2 58.8 59.7 54.3 57.4 54.6 57.2 56.9 58.7 56.9 60.2

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider

$0.92

$1.84$286

$706

$0

$300

$600

$900

$1,200

$1,500

$0

$1

$2

$3

$4

$5

12 13 14 15 16 17

C
os

t p
er

 ri
de

r

C
os

t p
er

 m
ile

Plant costs per square foot and square 
footage per student

Cost per mile Cost per rider

Food service cost per meal

$4.60

$5.96

$0

$2

$4

$6

$8

$10

12 13 14 15 16 17

Food service cost per meal

$9.09
$7.79

339 309 

0

150

300

450

600

750

$0

$2

$4

$6

$8

$10

12 13 14 15 16 17

Sq
ua

re
 fo

ot
ag

e 
pe

r s
tu

de
nt

C
os

t p
er

 s
qu

ar
e 

fo
ot

Plant costs per square foot and square 
footage per student

Cost per square foot Square footage per student

Plant cost per square foot and square footage 
per student

Administrative cost per pupil

$1,930 $2,104

$0

$1,000

$2,000

$3,000

$4,000

$5,000

12 13 14 15 16 17

Administrative costs per student5-year spending trend (2012 through 2017)

Totall operationall spendingg perr pupil, adjustedd forr inflation,Total operao
increased

ationera
dd by

nalion
yy 1

spendinsnall
11 percent

ndin
ntnt.

nggndin
The

err pupil,p , adjapep
ee percentage

justadj
ee of

tedd forfust
ff dollars

nflatioiorr
ss spent

on,atio
tt onincreasedd

instruction
byy 111d bb

nn varied
ercenpep

dd year
tennt

arar to
Thee. TTT

oo year,
ercentagepep

rr increasing
of dollardee o

ggg overall
rss sollar

llll from
enspes

mmm 54
en
5454.
ent
44 6

nooo
6666 toinstr

60
nstr
6060.
nstr
00 2

ctionn vucur
2222 percent

variv
ntntn .

eddeari
tt As

d y
ss a

aar otoo yeary r,yeayy
aaaaa percentage

crenin
ee of

easingcre
ofof total

g overao ll romfringg
alal operational

mm 55544.666 otorom
alal spending,6600.222

some
ercenntt. AsAAs aaa percppep

ee noninstructional
centageerc

alal areas
ee ooofage

ss also
otaal of t

oo varied
eratioopo

ddd year
natio

rr to
spendsnaal

oo year,
dingend
as

g,ng
ss issomee nonn

common
inston

nn for
ructionst

oror very
onaalctio

yy small
reassara

llll districts
alsoa
tstst .

o variedvoolso
ss Overall,

yearyedd
ll plant

toto yeary ,arr
ntnt operations

s siasas
ss andcommonn

instruction
or veryv yofoo

nn support
mall districtdy sms

rtrt decreased
ss. OverallOO l,rictts

dd substantially
a, plap

llylly.

Students attending 

41 

83 

0

50

100

150

200

250

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Students attending
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 220.9%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 3,087$    3,505$    2,411$    1,318$    
State 4,920      6,045      3,824      3,831      
Local 2,828      2,450      7,054      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 10,835$ 12,000$ 13,289$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,362$    7,265$    7,159$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 279         309         285         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 50           59           57           46           
Grants 3,110      3,718      1,876      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 10           14           246         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 370       0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 211         320         15 of 20  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 20
4 of 20
5 of 20

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,706$      5,524$     5,470$    4,377$    
Administration 1,040        1,167       1,784      844         
Plant operations 947           1,265       1,587      977         
Food service 268           321          534         422         
Transportation 420           368          571         381         
Student support 319           382          642         679         
Instruction support 991           1,130       423         461         
Total operational 8,691$     10,157$   11,011$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 555$         1,441$     437$       691$       
Equipment 328           443          479         424         
Interest 48             30            179         236         
Other 29             2              45           161         
Total nonoperational 960$        1,916$     1,140$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 9,651$     12,073$   12,151$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 71% 84% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 34% 32% 22% 
Special education population 16% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 17.0 16.4 18.5 
Average teacher salary $38,455 $44,227 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,192 $5,336 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 11.6 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 16% 17% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $488 $728 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.95 $3.94 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.15 $3.70 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.43 $4.85 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

233 348 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,167 $1,784 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

40 44 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 11.5%
Plant operations, 12.4%
Food service, 3.2%
Transportation, 3.6%
Student support, 3.8%
Instruction support, 11.1%

Instruction
54.4%

Peer average
48.7%

Colorado City Unified School District
Mohave County District size, location: Small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 6 and T-6, Achievement peer group 61 Students attending: 486
Legislative district(s): 5 Number of schools: 2
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 39.9 42.0 40.7 46.2 39.0 37.0 41.3 45.1 46.6 48.2 49.2 49.1 51.5 53.0 54.6 54.1 54.4

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Administrative costs per student5-year spending trend (2012 through 2017)
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Total operational and instructional spending 
per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)

$15,188 

$10,157 

$6,060 $5,524 

$0

$4,000

$8,000

$12,000

$16,000

$20,000

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Total operational spending per pupil     Instructional spending per pupil

Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-rejected
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 66.5%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,061$    1,217$    3,999$    1,318$    
State 1,884      2,135      4,066      3,831      
Local 5,960      6,169      4,210      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,905$   9,521$   12,275$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,706$    6,107$    5,929$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 253         271         243         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 54           57           49           46           
Grants 1,270      1,654      1,751      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 48           58           138         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 231         8             20 of 29  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 29
0 of 29

14 of 29  

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,106$      4,309$     4,541$    4,377$    
Administration 808           1,010       1,102      844         
Plant operations 1,266        1,389       1,289      977         
Food service 209           239          396         422         
Transportation 407           404          488         381         
Student support 474           531          632         679         
Instruction support 491           595          346         461         
Total operational 7,761$     8,477$     8,794$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 165$         856$        764$       691$       
Equipment 440           557          536         424         
Interest 46             31            221         236         
Other 176           111          78           161         
Total nonoperational 827$        1,555$     1,599$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 8,588$     10,032$   10,393$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 93% 91% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 87% 84% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 25% 26% 22% 
Special education population 11% 11% 12% 
Students per teacher 19.9 14.8 18.5 
Average teacher salary $47,587 $43,276 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,909 $5,503 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 10.9 11.5 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 21% 19% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,490 $1,267 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.29 $1.93 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.78 $3.54 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.82 $5.20 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

239 263 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,010 $1,102 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

52 53 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 11.9%
Plant operations, 16.4%
Food service, 2.8%
Transportation, 4.8%
Student support, 6.3%
Instruction support, 7%

Instruction
50.8%

Peer average
50.2%

Colorado River Union High School District
Mohave County District size, location: Medium, Town
Efficiency peer groups 5 and T-10, Achievement peer group 111 Students attending: 1,753
Legislative district(s): 5 Number of schools: 2



Colorado River UHSD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 52.1 55.0 58.8 55.6 58.2 58.3 60.4 60.7 59.1 60.9 56.0 52.3 52.7 50.2 51.9 52.9 50.8

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 44.3%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students LLarge decrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,910$    3,220$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 9,893      12,262    5,692      3,831      
Local 6,252      6,533      13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 18,055$ 22,015$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 13,165$  13,161$  9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 291         267         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 43           50           57           46           
Grants 2,047      4,536      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 58           65           184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 524         667         7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 6,966$      6,994$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 2,400        2,311       3,137      844         
Plant operations 2,133        1,850       2,644      977         
Food service 652           668          1,000      422         
Transportation 2,294        2,205       961         381         
Student support 699           846          601         679         
Instruction support 1,413        1,508       498         461         
Total operational 16,557$   16,382$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 282$         1,231$     1,161$    691$       
Equipment 278           1,310       735         424         
Interest 253           233          31           236         
Other 0               1              90           161         
Total nonoperational 813$        2,775$     2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 17,370$   19,157$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 92% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 34% 34% 22% 
Special education population 19% 15% 12% 
Students per teacher 10.9 14.8 18.5 
Average teacher salary $35,782 $46,717 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $3,545 $4,152 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 10.3 11.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 20% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,420 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $0.92 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $3.26 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $7.35 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

252 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,311 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

33 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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100%

Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 14.1%
Plant operations, 11.3%
Food service, 4.1%
Transportation, 13.4%
Student support, 5.2%
Instruction support, 9.2%

Instruction
42.7%

Peer average
50.5%

Concho Elementary School District
Apache County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 191 Students attending: 163
Legislative district(s): 7 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 55.2 57.0 53.3 54.1 46.9 44.1 40.8 40.5 42.9 46.9 42.6 40.3 39.6 43.3 41.7 42.1 42.7

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 88.5%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 

Arizona Auditor General Arizona School District Spending—Fiscal Year 2017 |  March 2018  |  Report 18-203

1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,699$    1,860$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 4,834      4,229      5,692      3,831      
Local 9,324      8,716      13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 15,857$ 14,805$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 8,153$    7,230$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 288         260         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 59           52           57           46           
Grants 1,934      1,882      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 346         219         184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 6,293    6,258    
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 7,860$      7,806$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 2,000        2,327       3,137      844         
Plant operations 1,645        1,825       2,644      977         
Food service 884           1,037       1,000      422         
Transportation 489           565          961         381         
Student support 482           609          601         679         
Instruction support 972           1,158       498         461         
Total operational 14,332$   15,327$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 303$         342$        1,161$    691$       
Equipment 922           899          735         424         
Interest 3               66            31           236         
Other 20             6              90           161         
Total nonoperational 1,248$     1,313$     2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 15,580$   16,640$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 96% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 19% 19% 22% 
Special education population 10% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 8.7 13.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $44,490 $44,961 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $2,141 $4,257 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 17.4 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 0% 11% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $854 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.11 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $5.28 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.69 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

273 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,327 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

48 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 15.2%
Plant operations, 11.9%
Food service, 6.8%
Transportation, 3.7%
Student support, 4%
Instruction support, 7.5%

Instruction
50.9%

Peer average
50.5%

Congress Elementary School District
Yavapai County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 171 Students attending: 95
Legislative district(s): 1 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: N/A 51.7 58.9 59.3 55.6 54.7 56.0 52.6 53.5 51.7 50.1 49.6 54.4 55.4 54.9 54.8 50.9

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets IIsolated
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 225.2%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 956$       843$       2,395$    1,318$    
State 2,850      3,005      4,806      3,831      
Local 7,315      8,500      4,236      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 11,121$ 12,348$ 11,437$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,680$    6,646$    6,815$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 264         265         269         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 49           48           50           46           
Grants 956         844         1,792      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 551         1,138      341         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 2,826      2,857      6 of 12

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 12
0 of 12
3 of 12

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,686$      5,173$     4,993$    4,377$    
Administration 1,245        1,343       1,231      844         
Plant operations 1,121        1,086       1,125      977         
Food service 371           352          549         422         
Transportation 470           520          575         381         
Student support 582           704          606         679         
Instruction support 87             172          397         461         
Total operational 8,562$     9,350$     9,476$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 290$         270$        194$       691$       
Equipment 407           304          329         424         
Interest 1,119        987          167         236         
Other 224           227          91           161         
Total nonoperational 2,040$     1,788$     781$      1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 10,602$   11,138$   10,257$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 95% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 13% 11% 22% 
Special education population 13% 15% 12% 
Students per teacher 13.6 12.0 18.5 
Average teacher salary $43,489 $50,741 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,130 $5,239 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 9.1 19.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 14% 8% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $696 $921 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.50 $2.98 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.36 $3.41 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $7.36 $6.81 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

148 153 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,343 $1,231 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

45 54 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Administration, 14.4%
Plant operations, 11.6%
Food service, 3.8%
Transportation, 5.6%
Student support, 7.5%
Instruction support, 1.8%

Instruction
55.3%

Peer average
52.5%

Continental Elementary School District
Pima County District size, location: Small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 10 and T-7, Achievement peer group 161 Students attending: 511
Legislative district(s): 2 and 14 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 57.0 55.1 58.1 58.3 59.6 55.3 56.2 61.3 62.8 56.0 58.2 55.4 58.6 54.3 53.2 54.7 55.3

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 33.5%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,671$    2,215$    2,260$    1,318$    
State 4,006      3,452      4,086      3,831      
Local 4,253      3,791      3,104      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,930$   9,458$   9,450$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,189$    5,689$    5,373$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 260         234         233         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 50           46           46           46           
Grants 1,670      2,051      1,374      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 15           17           56           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 82         129       
Voter-approved levy increases 702         439         14 of 18  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 18
0 of 18
7 of 18

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,930$      4,354$     4,032$    4,377$    
Administration 949           1,267       844         844         
Plant operations 1,216        1,324       987         977         
Food service 394           414          409         422         
Transportation 454           496          414         381         
Student support 554           537          607         679         
Instruction support 638           814          481         461         
Total operational 8,135$     9,206$     7,774$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 570$         259$        346$       691$       
Equipment 447           250          390         424         
Interest 381           181          164         236         
Other 21             60            77           161         
Total nonoperational 1,419$     750$        977$      1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 9,554$     9,956$     8,751$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 91% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 79% 85% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 22% 24% 22% 
Special education population 11% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 19.7 17.0 18.5 
Average teacher salary $44,638 $44,553 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,701 $5,512 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 11.8 12.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 16% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,390 $1,363 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.86 $2.60 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.67 $3.00 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.13 $5.36 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

258 190 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,267 $844 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

53 69 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 13.8%
Plant operations, 14.4%
Food service, 4.5%
Transportation, 5.4%
Student support, 5.8%
Instruction support, 8.8%

Instruction
47.3%

Peer average
52%

Coolidge Unified School District
Pinal County District size, location: Medium-large, Town
Efficiency peer groups 4 and T-9, Achievement peer group 51 Students attending: 2,062
Legislative district(s): 8 and 12 Number of schools: 5



Coolidge USD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 53.3 54.9 51.9 51.9 54.3 54.4 55.7 52.0 52.8 47.3 50.2 47.6 44.9 45.7 46.3 48.3 47.3

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 55.8%, Varying

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students LLarge decrease
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Spending by operational area
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,047$    1,378$    1,753$    1,318$    
State 3,301      3,879      4,842      3,831      
Local 4,170      4,076      2,654      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,518$   9,333$   9,249$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,140$    5,254$    5,748$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 225         231         239         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 43           44           44           46           
Grants 1,160      1,971      2,064      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 106         121         69           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 989         1,104      8 of 10

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 10
0 of 10
3 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,015$      4,251$     4,115$    4,377$    
Administration 984           1,067       1,060      844         
Plant operations 1,052        1,011       1,004      977         
Food service 409           488          571         422         
Transportation 336           354          427         381         
Student support 458           474          528         679         
Instruction support 326           306          463         461         
Total operational 7,580$     7,951$     8,168$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 1,055$      4,110$     917$       691$       
Equipment 215           243          314         424         
Interest 309           282          77           236         
Other 75             107          148         161         
Total nonoperational 1,654$     4,742$     1,456$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 9,234$     12,693$   9,624$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 93% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 22% 19% 22% 
Special education population 10% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 16.2 13.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $40,976 $44,961 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,981 $4,257 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 12.7 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 19% 11% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $685 $921 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.84 $2.98 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.22 $3.04 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.48 $6.71 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

156 153 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,067 $1,060 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

53 58 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 13.4%
Plant operations, 12.7%
Food service, 6.1%
Transportation, 4.5%
Student support, 6%
Instruction support, 3.8%

Instruction
53.5%

Peer average
50%

Cottonwood-Oak Creek Elementary School District
Yavapai County District size, location: Medium, Town
Efficiency peer groups 9 and T-7, Achievement peer group 171 Students attending: 1,971
Legislative district(s): 1 and 6 Number of schools: 5



Cottonwood-Oak Creek ESD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 53.8 52.4 56.1 53.6 53.9 53.5 53.4 55.8 57.0 52.8 47.8 50.6 55.7 52.0 50.5 53.0 53.5

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets CCapital
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 22.2%, Varying

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  LLess than 1 year
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,205$    1,414$    1,848$    1,318$    
State 4,864      4,838      3,857      3,831      
Local 1,240      1,233      4,627      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 7,309$   7,485$   10,332$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 4,853$    4,973$    5,145$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 226         230         236         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 44           44           43           46           
Grants 1,422      1,465      1,915      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 30           62           54           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 339         435         19 of 19  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 19
0 of 19
0 of 19

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,320$      3,318$     4,164$    4,377$    
Administration 807           822          974         844         
Plant operations 771           880          909         977         
Food service 478           558          640         422         
Transportation 253           249          327         381         
Student support 380           425          626         679         
Instruction support 470           546          559         461         
Total operational 6,479$     6,798$     8,199$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 864$         577$        924$       691$       
Equipment 298           156          582         424         
Interest 133           131          255         236         
Other 1               0              146         161         
Total nonoperational 1,296$     864$        1,907$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,775$     7,662$     10,106$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 25% 25% 22% 
Special education population 10% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 19.9 19.1 18.5 
Average teacher salary $42,344 $43,084 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,097 $4,885 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 8.9 8.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 23% 30% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $785 $942 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $4.87 $6.81 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.79 $2.75 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $8.36 $6.31 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

105 147 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $822 $974 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

74 68 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Administration, 12.1%
Plant operations, 12.9%
Food service, 8.2%
Transportation, 3.7%
Student support, 6.3%
Instruction support, 8%

Instruction
48.8%

Peer average
51.3%

Crane Elementary School District
Yuma County District size, location: Medium-large, City
Efficiency peer groups 8 and T-1, Achievement peer group 131 Students attending: 5,958
Legislative district(s): 4 and 13 Number of schools: 11



Crane ESD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 56.8 59.4 59.0 58.8 57.4 56.5 55.8 56.0 54.3 53.5 52.8 51.1 50.8 51.2 50.9 51.2 48.8

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 55.4%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 2,337$    2,261$    1,848$    1,318$    
State 4,157      4,048      3,857      3,831      
Local 3,858      4,055      4,627      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 10,352$ 10,364$ 10,332$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 4,981$    4,948$    5,145$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 232         231         236         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 44           44           43           46           
Grants 2,506      2,336      1,915      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 45           63           54           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 2,117      2,144      19 of 19  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 19
0 of 19
0 of 19

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,009$      4,125$     4,164$    4,377$    
Administration 835           910          974         844         
Plant operations 821           865          909         977         
Food service 821           879          640         422         
Transportation 290           326          327         381         
Student support 771           818          626         679         
Instruction support 751           759          559         461         
Total operational 8,298$     8,682$     8,199$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 587$         285$        924$       691$       
Equipment 509           447          582         424         
Interest 74             202          255         236         
Other 114           121          146         161         
Total nonoperational 1,284$     1,055$     1,907$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 9,582$     9,737$     10,106$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 38% 35% 22% 
Special education population 9% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 15.5 18.1 18.5 
Average teacher salary $40,106 $45,606 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,903 $5,189 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 8.2 8.5 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 31% 32% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,233 $1,178 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $7.40 $5.31 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.28 $2.75 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.49 $6.31 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

157 147 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $910 $974 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

56 68 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 10.5%
Plant operations, 10%
Food service, 10.1%
Transportation, 3.8%
Student support, 9.4%
Instruction support, 8.7%

Instruction
47.5%

Peer average
51.3%

Creighton Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Medium-large, City
Efficiency peer groups 8 and T-2, Achievement peer group 141 Students attending: 5,996
Legislative district(s): 24, 27, and 28 Number of schools: 9
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 56.8 55.5 59.8 58.0 57.8 55.0 53.3 51.9 52.6 53.3 50.9 50.3 48.0 47.4 48.5 48.3 47.5

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Total operational and instructional spending 
per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 88.0%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 

Arizona Auditor General

1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.
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Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 36,537$    2,396$   2,908$    1,318$   
State 9,308        1,808     5,692      3,831     
Local 63,126      11,538   13,343    4,443     
Total per pupil revenues 108,971$ 15,742$ 21,943$ 9,592$  

Equalization formula funding 5,866$      6,762$   9,932$    5,503$   
   Amount from Prop 123 248 278 315 245
Prop 123 additional funding 47 7 57 46
Grants 36,564      2,403     2,701      1,185     
Donations and tax credits 640           189        184         89          

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$             0$          
Small school adjustment 63,126   11,661 
Federal impact aid 0            0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0               0            7 of 54           

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54           
44 of 54           
5 of 54           

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 46,980$    8,879$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 16,324      2,493       3,137      844         
Plant operations 25,937      3,198       2,644      977         
Food service 0               0              1,000      422         
Transportation 0               108          961         381         
Student support 0               155          601         679         
Instruction support 3,600        112          498         461         
Total operational 92,841$   14,945$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 0$             443$        1,161$    691$       
Equipment 8,505        20            735         424         
Interest 0               0              31           236         
Other 0               0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 8,505$     463$        2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 101,346$ 15,408$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate N/A 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) N/A 19% 22% 
Special education population N/A 14% 12% 
Students per teacher N/A 13.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary N/A $44,961 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 N/A $4,257 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience N/A 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years N/A 11% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider N/A N/A $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile N/A N/A $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal N/A $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $12.55 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

255 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,493 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

9 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Math English Language Arts Science

Measure did not meet auditors' criteria for reporting.

Administration, 16.7%
Plant operations, 21.4%
Food service, 0%
Transportation, 0.7%
Student support, 1%
Instruction support, 0.8%

Instruction
59.4%

Peer average
50.5%

Crown King Elementary School District
Yavapai County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer group 11 and Achievement peer group 171 Students attending: 7
Legislative district(s): 1 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 63.9 66.5 64.7 63.9 67.0 71.2 65.6 68.0 68.3 68.7 69.0 64.4 54.6 60.9 43.1 50.6 59.4

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Total operational and instructional spending 
per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)

$22,402 

$14,945 

$14,315 $8,879 
$0

$25,000

$50,000

$75,000

$100,000

$125,000

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Total operational spending per pupil     Instructional spending per pupil

Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 2214.8%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status Not assessed

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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Food service cost per meal trend is not 
shown because the District did not operate 
a food service program during all or a 
substantial portion of fiscal years 2012 
through 2017.

Transportation costs per mile and per rider 
trends are not shown because the District 
did not operate a transportation program 
during all or a substantial portion of fiscal 
years 2012 through 2017.
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 670$       682$       885$       1,318$    
State 3,207      3,205      3,394      3,831      
Local 4,465      4,955      5,302      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,342$   8,842$   9,581$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,138$    5,165$    5,387$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 230         234         241         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 45           45           46           46           
Grants 686         705         901         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 82           84           98           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,311      1,721      10 of 10  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 10
0 of 10
2 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,022$      4,483$     4,386$    4,377$    
Administration 689           733          680         844         
Plant operations 805           810          877         977         
Food service 288           305          323         422         
Transportation 289           307          341         381         
Student support 514           562          679         679         
Instruction support 273           278          358         461         
Total operational 6,880$     7,478$     7,644$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 485$         735$        651$       691$       
Equipment 278           300          393         424         
Interest 152           185          223         236         
Other 218           266          209         161         
Total nonoperational 1,133$     1,486$     1,476$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 8,013$     8,964$     9,120$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 95% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 94% 90% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 11% 13% 22% 
Special education population 10% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 17.2 18.4 18.5 
Average teacher salary $45,022 $46,837 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,874 $6,016 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 12.3 11.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 16% 18% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,221 $1,207 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $4.72 $4.28 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.67 $2.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.87 $6.15 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

138 147 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $733 $680 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

86 80 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 9.8%
Plant operations, 10.8%
Food service, 4.1%
Transportation, 4.1%
Student support, 7.5%
Instruction support, 3.7%

Instruction
60%

Peer average
56.4%

Deer Valley Unified School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Very large, Suburb
Efficiency peer groups 1 and T-3, Achievement peer group 21 Students attending: 32,724
Legislative district(s): 1, 15, 20, and 22 Number of schools: 38
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 60.1 62.2 61.6 62.8 61.9 61.2 60.5 61.5 60.6 60.6 59.6 58.9 58.6 58.3 60.7 58.5 60.0

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Total operational and instructional spending 
per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 22.1%, Varying

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 835$       1,021$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 12,941    9,740      5,692      3,831      
Local 4,930      4,814      13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 18,706$ 15,575$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 10,315$  8,591$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 389         309         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 62           49           57           46           
Grants 2,736      2,926      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 193         187         184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 3,035    3,382    
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 8,170$      8,646$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 2,184        2,135       3,137      844         
Plant operations 1,827        1,610       2,644      977         
Food service 0               0              1,000      422         
Transportation 320           318          961         381         
Student support 653           586          601         679         
Instruction support 90             175          498         461         
Total operational 13,244$   13,470$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 2,378$      1,966$     1,161$    691$       
Equipment 746           793          735         424         
Interest 28             19            31           236         
Other 0               0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 3,152$     2,778$     2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 16,396$   16,248$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 40% 44% 22% 
Special education population 20% 15% 12% 
Students per teacher 10.1 11.2 18.5 
Average teacher salary $53,974 $48,132 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,926 $4,375 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 14.5 11.5 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 0% 6% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $638 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $0.70 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal N/A $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $7.41 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

217 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,135 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

32 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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64.2%

Peer average
50.5%

Double Adobe Elementary School District
Cochise County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 201 Students attending: 40
Legislative district(s): 14 Number of schools: 1



Double Adobe ESD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 66.0 65.4 64.1 63.5 62.9 63.3 62.4 61.6 61.3 64.3 65.0 61.5 69.6 63.5 60.1 61.7 64.2

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 22.6%, Decreasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status Not assessed

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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Food service cost per meal trend is not 
shown because the District did not operate 
a food service program during all or a 
substantial portion of fiscal years 2012 
through 2017.
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Spending by operational area
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,813$    1,699$    2,260$    1,318$    
State 5,045      4,872      4,086      3,831      
Local 1,919      2,291      3,104      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,777$   8,862$   9,450$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 4,801$    5,156$    5,373$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 224         238         233         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 46           49           46           46           
Grants 1,916      1,724      1,374      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 17           110         56           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 158         206         14 of 18  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 18
0 of 18
7 of 18

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,626$      3,760$     4,032$    4,377$    
Administration 938           1,019       844         844         
Plant operations 835           885          987         977         
Food service 464           527          409         422         
Transportation 136           146          414         381         
Student support 587           616          607         679         
Instruction support 595           593          481         461         
Total operational 7,181$     7,546$     7,774$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 112$         29$          346$       691$       
Equipment 107           265          390         424         
Interest 103           87            164         236         
Other 16             14            77           161         
Total nonoperational 338$        395$        977$      1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,519$     7,941$     8,751$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 97% 92% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 84% 79% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 49% 43% 22% 
Special education population NR 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 20.5 15.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $41,553 $48,972 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $7,483 $4,489 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 11.7 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 16% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $2,181 $1,363 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.01 $2.60 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.97 $3.00 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.56 $5.36 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

159 190 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,019 $844 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

54 69 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 13.5%
Plant operations, 11.7%
Food service, 7%
Transportation, 1.9%
Student support, 8.2%
Instruction support, 7.9%

Instruction
49.8%

Peer average
52%

Douglas Unified School District
Cochise County District size, location: Medium-large, Town
Efficiency peer groups 4 and T-9, Achievement peer group 71 Students attending: 3,548
Legislative district(s): 14 Number of schools: 8
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 62.2 63.6 61.0 63.6 60.0 58.8 59.5 58.2 54.9 53.2 53.8 52.3 52.4 50.7 49.6 50.5 49.8

Instructional spending percentage
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Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider

$4.19

$3.01

$1,520

$2,181

$0

$700

$1,400

$2,100

$2,800

$3,500

$0

$1

$2

$3

$4

$5

12 13 14 15 16 17

C
os

t p
er

 ri
de

r

C
os

t p
er

 m
ile

Plant costs per square foot and square 
footage per student

Cost per mile Cost per rider

Food service cost per meal

$2.52

$2.97

$0

$1

$2

$3

$4

$5

12 13 14 15 16 17

Food service cost per meal

$5.72 $5.56

144 
159 

0

50

100

150

200

250

$0

$2

$4

$6

$8

$10

12 13 14 15 16 17

Sq
ua

re
 fo

ot
ag

e 
pe

r s
tu

de
nt

C
os

t p
er

 s
qu

ar
e 

fo
ot

Plant costs per square foot and square 
footage per student

Cost per square foot Square footage per student

Plant cost per square foot and square footage 
per student

Administrative cost per pupil

$828

$1,019

$0

$250

$500

$750

$1,000

$1,250

12 13 14 15 16 17

Administrative costs per student5-year spending trend (2012 through 2017)

Totall operationall spendingg perr pupil, adjustedd forr inflation,Total operao
increased

ationera
dd by

nalion
yy 6

spendinsnall
66 percent

ndin
ntnt.

nggndin
The

err pupil,p , adjapep
ee percentage

justadj
ee of

tedd forfust
ff dollars

nflatioiorr
ss spent

on,atio
tt onincreased

instruction
byy 666 percenpdd bb

nnn decreased
nt. TheTTcenn

dd overall
percephee

allall from
erce
mm 52

entace
525255 .
enta
22 3
agata
3333 to
geeg
oooo 49494944 .

oof
999 8

ollarssdodd
8888 percent

s
ntnt.

ent onopesps
tt Overall,instr

as
str
ss a

ctionn decreasdrucr
aaaa percentage

sedeas
ee of

overaoedd
ofof total

aall romfr m 55252vera
alal operational

tooo 44949.888 p2.333
alal spending,

rcenntt. Overall,OOperp
administrationass a

and
percentapaaa

dd student
agee ooof tonta
tt support

taal operationootto
tt increased

naaltion
dd and

pendinsps
dd food

ng, admadin
dd service

inistrationm
ee increasedandd studs

slightly,
dentt susud
while

pporttu
plant

ncreasedd anai
operations

ndd foofan
and

dd services e io
instruction

ncreasedn
supportslightly, wh

decreased
hilewh

dd slightly
pla
tlytlyt .

nt operationsanpla
yy. Transportation

andns
nn remained

structioins
ddd stable

onctio
lele.

Students attending 

4,183 

3,548 

0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Students attending

Total operational and instructional spending 
per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)

$6,888 
$7,546 

$4,287 $3,760 

$0

$2,500

$5,000

$7,500

$10,000

$12,500

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Total operational spending per pupil     Instructional spending per pupil

Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets IIsolated
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 33.6%, Varying

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,352$    1,779$    2,411$    1,318$    
State 1,341      759         3,824      3,831      
Local 11,181    9,314      7,054      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 13,874$ 11,852$ 13,289$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 7,060$    6,151$    7,159$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 276         248         285         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 56           45           57           46           
Grants 2,044      1,896      1,876      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 80           42           246         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,591      1,429      15 of 20  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 20
4 of 20
5 of 20

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 5,125$      4,737$     5,470$    4,377$    
Administration 2,020        2,156       1,784      844         
Plant operations 1,687        1,478       1,587      977         
Food service 553           521          534         422         
Transportation 486           494          571         381         
Student support 422           384          642         679         
Instruction support 286           308          423         461         
Total operational 10,579$   10,078$   11,011$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 778$         445$        437$       691$       
Equipment 415           334          479         424         
Interest 94             44            179         236         
Other 0               0              45           161         
Total nonoperational 1,287$     823$        1,140$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 11,866$   10,901$   12,151$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 86% 88% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 20% 15% 22% 
Special education population 15% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 16.3 15.7 18.5 
Average teacher salary $43,747 $45,360 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $7,630 $5,787 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 9.6 10.4 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 33% 17% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,107 $1,267 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.36 $1.93 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.15 $3.70 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $4.24 $4.85 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

348 348 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,156 $1,784 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

38 44 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 21.4%
Plant operations, 14.7%
Food service, 5.2%
Transportation, 4.9%
Student support, 3.8%
Instruction support, 3%

Instruction
47%

Peer average
48.7%

Duncan Unified School District
Greenlee County District size, location: Small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 6 and T-10, Achievement peer group 41 Students attending: 363
Legislative district(s): 14 Number of schools: 2
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 57.5 63.5 58.3 58.1 57.1 58.1 55.9 55.3 56.0 54.9 52.8 50.1 49.7 48.7 49.2 48.4 47.0

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 88.0%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 749$       762$       885$       1,318$    
State 4,114      3,903      3,394      3,831      
Local 3,370      3,657      5,302      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,233$   8,322$   9,581$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,418$    5,247$    5,387$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 246         239         241         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 48           46           46           46           
Grants 791         784         901         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 49           67           98           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,101      1,393      10 of 10  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 10
0 of 10
2 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,623$      4,106$     4,386$    4,377$    
Administration 615           661          680         844         
Plant operations 735           831          877         977         
Food service 323           353          323         422         
Transportation 331           355          341         381         
Student support 582           670          679         679         
Instruction support 289           326          358         461         
Total operational 6,498$     7,302$     7,644$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 99$           137$        651$       691$       
Equipment 254           500          393         424         
Interest 302           205          223         236         
Other 119           89            209         161         
Total nonoperational 774$        931$        1,476$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,272$     8,233$     9,120$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 95% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 91% 90% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 15% 13% 22% 
Special education population 13% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 19.7 18.4 18.5 
Average teacher salary $51,181 $46,837 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,357 $6,016 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 9.1 11.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 20% 18% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,550 $1,278 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $4.52 $3.61 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.85 $2.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.07 $6.15 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

137 147 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $661 $680 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

86 80 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Plant operations, 11.4%
Food service, 4.8%
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Instruction support, 4.5%

Instruction
56.2%

Peer average
56.4%

Dysart Unified School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Very large, Suburb
Efficiency peer groups 1 and T-4, Achievement peer group 21 Students attending: 23,972
Legislative district(s): 13, 21, 22, and 29 Number of schools: 23
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 50.8 55.1 55.8 55.3 57.4 59.4 58.9 57.3 57.2 55.9 55.3 54.9 55.8 55.2 57.4 55.8 56.2

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Total operational and instructional spending 
per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 55.6%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students LLarge decrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,169$    1,032$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 7,099      5,863      5,692      3,831      
Local 3,850      3,764      13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 12,118$ 10,659$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 7,267$    7,185$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 280         276         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 55           51           57           46           
Grants 1,477      1,608      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 292         69           184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 1,936    1,962    
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 5,718$      5,408$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 1,697        1,479       3,137      844         
Plant operations 1,161        1,439       2,644      977         
Food service 738           875          1,000      422         
Transportation 584           590          961         381         
Student support 299           364          601         679         
Instruction support 523           235          498         461         
Total operational 10,720$   10,390$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 401$         571$        1,161$    691$       
Equipment 624           349          735         424         
Interest 22             18            31           236         
Other 17             0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 1,064$     938$        2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 11,784$   11,328$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 23% 26% 22% 
Special education population 20% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 14.0 14.6 18.5 
Average teacher salary $41,162 $49,194 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,564 $5,175 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 15.3 14.0 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 11% 7% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,463 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.19 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $5.24 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.40 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

266 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,479 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

28 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 14.2%
Plant operations, 13.9%
Food service, 8.4%
Transportation, 5.7%
Student support, 3.5%
Instruction support, 2.3%

Instruction
52%

Peer average
50.5%

Elfrida Elementary School District
Cochise County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 181 Students attending: 112
Legislative district(s): 14 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 52.0 51.0 60.2 61.2 55.4 50.1 53.0 57.2 51.0 58.3 51.7 56.6 55.5 55.1 54.7 53.3 52.0

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Cost per square foot Square footage per student
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per student
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per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets OOperating and capital
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend FFrozen taxes, Unfunded

HHigh

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status NNoncompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 2,847$    2,733$    1,753$    1,318$    
State 5,284      6,432      4,842      3,831      
Local 1,634      1,666      2,654      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,765$   10,831$ 9,249$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,618$    5,517$    5,748$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 234         232         239         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 46           44           44           46           
Grants 2,851      3,968      2,064      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 12           18           69           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 644         683         8 of 10

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 10
0 of 10
3 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,188$      4,259$     4,115$    4,377$    
Administration 1,386        1,350       1,060      844         
Plant operations 1,202        1,322       1,004      977         
Food service 654           653          571         422         
Transportation 300           373          427         381         
Student support 711           760          528         679         
Instruction support 411           370          463         461         
Total operational 8,852$     9,087$     8,168$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 90$           1,270$     917$       691$       
Equipment 276           247          314         424         
Interest 72             81            77           236         
Other 2               4              148         161         
Total nonoperational 440$        1,602$     1,456$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 9,292$     10,689$   9,624$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 38% 34% 22% 
Special education population 11% 15% 12% 
Students per teacher 17.4 14.8 18.5 
Average teacher salary $41,550 $46,717 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,329 $4,152 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 14.1 11.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 16% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,181 $728 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.68 $3.94 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.10 $3.04 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $7.00 $6.71 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

189 153 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,350 $1,060 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

40 58 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 14.8%
Plant operations, 14.5%
Food service, 7.2%
Transportation, 4.1%
Student support, 8.4%
Instruction support, 4.1%

Instruction
46.9%

Peer average
50%

Eloy Elementary School District
Pinal County District size, location: Medium, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 9 and T-6, Achievement peer group 191 Students attending: 836
Legislative district(s): 8 and 11 Number of schools: 3
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 56.9 54.4 54.0 52.2 51.3 52.9 52.4 51.5 50.7 47.5 47.9 47.0 46.7 43.9 44.7 47.3 46.9

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 77.6%, Varying

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,290$    1,076$    896$       1,318$    
State 2,167      2,302      3,579      3,831      
Local 6,616      6,870      4,613      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 10,073$ 10,248$ 9,088$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,485$    5,507$    5,436$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 238         239         242         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 46           46           47           46           
Grants 1,301      1,105      943         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 269         256         98           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 240$       240$       
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 42         59         
Voter-approved levy increases 1,328      1,358      10 of 10  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

3 of 10
0 of 10
2 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,448$      4,505$     4,035$    4,377$    
Administration 770           788          763         844         
Plant operations 1,032        1,103       941         977         
Food service 287           297          348         422         
Transportation 472           503          383         381         
Student support 708           715          622         679         
Instruction support 761           763          501         461         
Total operational 8,478$     8,674$     7,593$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 237$         493$        761$       691$       
Equipment 366           332          527         424         
Interest 112           505          295         236         
Other 191           190          145         161         
Total nonoperational 906$        1,520$     1,728$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 9,384$     10,194$   9,321$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 93% 95% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 86% 90% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 16% 13% 22% 
Special education population 14% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 16.2 18.4 18.5 
Average teacher salary $43,134 $46,837 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,702 $6,016 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 12.2 11.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 20% 18% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,487 $1,809 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.28 $4.15 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.19 $2.98 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.29 $6.41 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

175 148 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $788 $763 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

75 67 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 9.1%
Plant operations, 12.7%
Food service, 3.4%
Transportation, 5.8%
Student support, 8.3%
Instruction support, 8.8%

Instruction
51.9%

Peer average
53.2%

Flagstaff Unified School District
Coconino County District size, location: Large, City
Efficiency peer groups 2 and T-5, Achievement peer group 21 Students attending: 9,355
Legislative district(s): 6 and 7 Number of schools: 15



Flagstaff USD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 61.3 60.7 61.3 58.4 57.9 58.3 58.5 56.9 57.2 56.1 57.0 54.8 54.2 53.6 53.5 52.5 51.9

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 55.3%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 864$       494$       2,260$    1,318$    
State 4,626      4,220      4,086      3,831      
Local 2,822      2,784      3,104      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,312$   7,498$   9,450$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,467$    5,464$    5,373$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 237         243         233         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 45           40           46           46           
Grants 920         555         1,374      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 50           48           56           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 559         488         14 of 18  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 18
0 of 18
7 of 18

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,670$      3,690$     4,032$    4,377$    
Administration 691           781          844         844         
Plant operations 919           941          987         977         
Food service 357           369          409         422         
Transportation 467           494          414         381         
Student support 466           535          607         679         
Instruction support 304           305          481         461         
Total operational 6,874$     7,115$     7,774$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 72$           56$          346$       691$       
Equipment 339           232          390         424         
Interest 370           249          164         236         
Other 131           180          77           161         
Total nonoperational 912$        717$        977$      1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,786$     7,832$     8,751$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 93% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 85% 88% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 17% 15% 22% 
Special education population 14% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 19.4 15.7 18.5 
Average teacher salary $43,611 $45,360 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,060 $5,787 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 7.0 10.4 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 38% 17% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,113 $1,363 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.32 $2.60 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.80 $3.00 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.44 $5.36 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

173 190 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $781 $844 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

85 69 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 11%
Plant operations, 13.2%
Food service, 5.2%
Transportation, 6.9%
Student support, 7.5%
Instruction support, 4.3%

Instruction
51.9%

Peer average
52%

Florence Unified School District
Pinal County District size, location: Large, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 4 and T-9, Achievement peer group 41 Students attending: 9,119
Legislative district(s): 8 Number of schools: 12
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 54.6 57.6 59.8 56.4 59.9 63.2 56.1 56.2 55.4 57.3 54.0 53.4 51.7 50.6 52.3 53.4 51.9

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results MMixed election results
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 22.2%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,389$    1,225$    781$       1,318$    
State 3,768      3,757      3,243      3,831      
Local 3,145      3,277      5,097      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,302$   8,259$   9,121$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 4,839$    4,877$    5,442$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 225         227         240         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 46           46           47           46           
Grants 1,457      1,301      866         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 98           118         157         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 790         892         13 of 15  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 15
0 of 15
3 of 15

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,977$      4,117$     3,991$    4,377$    
Administration 773           828          837         844         
Plant operations 1,039        1,054       965         977         
Food service 431           444          324         422         
Transportation 258           283          433         381         
Student support 612           629          640         679         
Instruction support 309           291          338         461         
Total operational 7,399$     7,646$     7,528$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 104$         111$        890$       691$       
Equipment 139           223          406         424         
Interest 161           136          258         236         
Other 5               4              146         161         
Total nonoperational 409$        474$        1,700$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,808$     8,120$     9,228$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 91% 84% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 33% 32% 22% 
Special education population 15% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 18.4 16.4 18.5 
Average teacher salary $44,255 $44,227 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,055 $5,336 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 10.2 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 31% 17% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $951 $942 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $6.14 $6.81 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.99 $3.04 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $7.17 $6.01 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

147 157 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $828 $837 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

73 69 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 10.8%
Plant operations, 13.8%
Food service, 5.8%
Transportation, 3.7%
Student support, 8.2%
Instruction support, 3.9%

Instruction
53.8%

Peer average
53.1%

Flowing Wells Unified School District
Pima County District size, location: Medium-large, Suburb
Efficiency peer groups 3 and T-1, Achievement peer group 61 Students attending: 5,378
Legislative district(s): 3, 9, and 11 Number of schools: 9



Flowing Wells USD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 57.8 59.4 59.7 60.6 60.7 60.0 59.0 57.7 58.4 54.8 53.2 51.9 52.3 53.1 54.2 53.7 53.8

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 66.2%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,226$    760$       781$       1,318$    
State 2,009      2,172      3,243      3,831      
Local 7,340      8,411      5,097      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 10,575$ 11,343$ 9,121$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,600$    5,518$    5,442$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 245         243         240         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 50           49           47           46           
Grants 1,256      851         866         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 278         465         157         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 236       185       
Voter-approved levy increases 2,280      2,432      13 of 15  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 15
0 of 15
3 of 15

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,020$      4,210$     3,991$    4,377$    
Administration 1,293        1,273       837         844         
Plant operations 1,113        1,090       965         977         
Food service 225           219          324         422         
Transportation 528           545          433         381         
Student support 671           720          640         679         
Instruction support 183           186          338         461         
Total operational 8,033$     8,243$     7,528$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 1,120$      328$        890$       691$       
Equipment 179           1,008       406         424         
Interest 225           353          258         236         
Other 75             82            146         161         
Total nonoperational 1,599$     1,771$     1,700$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 9,632$     10,014$   9,228$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 95% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) NR 93% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 8% 7% 22% 
Special education population 9% 11% 12% 
Students per teacher 16.8 18.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $40,527 $44,253 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,012 $5,557 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 9.8 11.2 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 38% 21% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,346 $1,207 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.57 $4.28 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.04 $3.04 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $3.87 $6.01 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

282 157 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,273 $837 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

57 69 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Administration, 15.4%
Plant operations, 13.2%
Food service, 2.7%
Transportation, 6.6%
Student support, 8.7%
Instruction support, 2.3%

Instruction
51.1%

Peer average
53.1%

Fountain Hills Unified School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Medium, Suburb
Efficiency peer groups 3 and T-3, Achievement peer group 11 Students attending: 1,447
Legislative district(s): 23 Number of schools: 3



Fountain Hills USD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 56.4 60.4 55.6 53.9 56.5 57.1 57.9 57.1 56.4 52.6 54.3 54.3 54.6 54.8 54.3 50.0 51.1

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider

$3.17
$3.57

$758

$1,346

$0

$300

$600

$900

$1,200

$1,500

$0

$1

$2

$3

$4

$5

12 13 14 15 16 17

C
os

t p
er

 ri
de

r

C
os

t p
er

 m
ile

Plant costs per square foot and square 
footage per student

Cost per mile Cost per rider

Food service cost per meal

$2.17

$3.04

$0

$1

$2

$3

$4

$5

12 13 14 15 16 17

Food service cost per meal

$4.19 $3.87

214 

282 

0

100

200

300

400

500

$0

$2

$4

$6

$8

$10

12 13 14 15 16 17

Sq
ua

re
 fo

ot
ag

e 
pe

r s
tu

de
nt

C
os

t p
er

 s
qu

ar
e 

fo
ot

Plant costs per square foot and square 
footage per student

Cost per square foot Square footage per student

Plant cost per square foot and square footage 
per student

Administrative cost per pupil

$941 $1,273

$0

$400

$800

$1,200

$1,600

$2,000

12 13 14 15 16 17

Administrative costs per student5-year spending trend (2012 through 2017)

Totall operationall spendingg perr pupil, adjustedd forr inflation,Total operao
increased

ationera
dd by

nalion
yy 2

spendinsnall
22 percent

ndin
ntnt.

nggndin
The

err pupil,p , adjapep
ee percentage

justadj
ee of

tedd forfust
ff dollars

nflatioiorr
ss spent

on,atio
tt onincreased

instruction
byy 222 percenpdd bb

nnn decreased
nt. TheTTcenn

dd overall
percephee

allall from
erce
mm 54

entace
545455 .
enta
44 3
agata
3333 to
geeg
oooo 515555 .

oof
111 1

ollarssdodd
11 percent

s
ntnt.

ent onopesps
tt Overall,instr

as
str
ss a

ctionn decreasdrucr
aaaa percentage

sedeas
ee of

overaoedd
ofof total

aall romfr m 55454vera
alal operational

tooo 5551.11 p4.333
alal spending,

rcenntt. Overall,OOperp
administrationass aaa percep

increased
ntagee ooof otatoce
substantially

operaoaal
and

ationaera
plant

spendings ,aal
operations

adminiaa
and

istrationini
studentincreased

support
d substantiased

rtrt increased,
allyntia

dd while
anda

ee food
plantp

dd service
peratioop

ee and
ons andatio

dd instruction
studentd s

nnn supportsupporrt in
decreased

ncrein
ededed.

easedd, whilew eencre
dd. Transportation

oodd sofo
nn varied

rvicesers
ddd year

cee
arar to

nddana
oooo year

sd nsin
arar.

Students attending 

2,412 

1,447 
0

1,500

3,000

4,500

6,000

7,500

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Students attending

Total operational and instructional spending 
per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)

$6,614 

$8,243 

$3,730 $4,210 

$0

$2,500

$5,000

$7,500

$10,000

$12,500

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Total operational spending per pupil     Instructional spending per pupil

Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 77.8%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students LLarge decrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,767$    1,712$    1,848$    1,318$    
State 4,096      3,776      3,857      3,831      
Local 2,952      3,738      4,627      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,815$   9,226$   10,332$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 4,978$    4,922$    5,145$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 230         228         236         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 43           43           43           46           
Grants 1,858      1,823      1,915      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 22           14           54           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,173      1,267      19 of 19  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 19
0 of 19
0 of 19

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,054$      4,303$     4,164$    4,377$    
Administration 812           873          974         844         
Plant operations 727           732          909         977         
Food service 668           695          640         422         
Transportation 293           351          327         381         
Student support 588           622          626         679         
Instruction support 262           333          559         461         
Total operational 7,404$     7,909$     8,199$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 213$         450$        924$       691$       
Equipment 274           374          582         424         
Interest 26             36            255         236         
Other 259           255          146         161         
Total nonoperational 772$        1,115$     1,907$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 8,176$     9,024$     10,106$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 35% 35% 22% 
Special education population 11% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 18.6 18.1 18.5 
Average teacher salary $45,563 $45,606 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $2,815 $5,189 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 7.4 8.5 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 33% 32% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,211 $942 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $6.26 $6.81 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.85 $2.75 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.88 $6.31 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

124 147 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $873 $974 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

76 68 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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100%

Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 11%
Plant operations, 9.3%
Food service, 8.8%
Transportation, 4.4%
Student support, 7.9%
Instruction support, 4.2%

Instruction
54.4%

Peer average
51.3%

Fowler Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Medium-large, City
Efficiency peer groups 8 and T-1, Achievement peer group 141 Students attending: 4,501
Legislative district(s): 19 Number of schools: 7
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 56.9 56.4 60.1 60.7 60.3 57.5 60.4 57.5 57.3 57.2 55.6 53.3 53.3 55.8 53.6 54.8 54.4

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Total operational and instructional spending 
per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 99.5%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 4,205$    1,287$    2,411$    1,318$    
State 4,286      3,460      3,824      3,831      
Local 8,525      5,877      7,054      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 17,016$ 10,624$ 13,289$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 8,590$    7,315$    7,159$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 347         300         285         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 73           59           57           46           
Grants 3,603      1,205      1,876      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 79           69           246         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 634       588       
Federal impact aid 741       265       
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             15 of 20  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 20
4 of 20
5 of 20

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 6,819$      5,401$     5,470$    4,377$    
Administration 1,881        1,781       1,784      844         
Plant operations 1,416        1,453       1,587      977         
Food service 735           768          534         422         
Transportation 520           564          571         381         
Student support 399           350          642         679         
Instruction support 421           468          423         461         
Total operational 12,191$   10,785$   11,011$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 176$         47$          437$       691$       
Equipment 831           103          479         424         
Interest 0               0              179         236         
Other 5               104          45           161         
Total nonoperational 1,012$     254$        1,140$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 13,203$   11,039$   12,151$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 75% 88% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 18% 15% 22% 
Special education population 17% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 13.3 15.7 18.5 
Average teacher salary $45,291 $45,360 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $3,898 $5,787 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 11.3 10.4 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 20% 17% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,794 $1,267 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $4.29 $1.93 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.40 $3.70 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $2.98 $4.85 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

488 348 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,781 $1,784 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

40 44 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 16.5%
Plant operations, 13.5%
Food service, 7.1%
Transportation, 5.2%
Student support, 3.3%
Instruction support, 4.3%

Instruction
50.1%

Peer average
48.7%

Fredonia-Moccasin Unified School District
Coconino County District size, location: Small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 6 and T-10, Achievement peer group 41 Students attending: 210
Legislative district(s): 5 and 7 Number of schools: 2
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 60.2 60.7 59.3 62.8 62.4 59.8 53.6 59.9 53.4 51.1 52.6 50.4 52.9 52.9 51.8 55.9 50.1

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 33.4%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 8,818$    8,596$    2,411$    1,318$    
State 6,240      6,497      3,824      3,831      
Local 564         617         7,054      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 15,622$ 15,710$ 13,289$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,201$    6,238$    7,159$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 252         254         285         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 48           51           57           46           
Grants 3,209      3,113      1,876      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 0             0             246         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 5,699    5,721    
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             15 of 20  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 20
4 of 20
5 of 20

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 7,175$      7,250$     5,470$    4,377$    
Administration 2,438        2,241       1,784      844         
Plant operations 2,823        2,107       1,587      977         
Food service 941           878          534         422         
Transportation 653           690          571         381         
Student support 675           646          642         679         
Instruction support 698           793          423         461         
Total operational 15,403$   14,605$   11,011$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 66$           281$        437$       691$       
Equipment 1,622        850          479         424         
Interest 0               0              179         236         
Other 0               0              45           161         
Total nonoperational 1,688$     1,131$     1,140$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 17,091$   15,736$   12,151$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 93% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 80% 84% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 33% 32% 22% 
Special education population 18% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 14.3 16.4 18.5 
Average teacher salary $55,125 $44,227 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,989 $5,336 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 9.7 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 17% 17% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $822 $921 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.80 $2.98 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $4.21 $3.70 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.97 $4.85 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

353 348 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,241 $1,784 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

34 44 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Administration, 15.4%
Plant operations, 14.4%
Food service, 6%
Transportation, 4.7%
Student support, 4.4%
Instruction support, 5.5%

Instruction
49.6%

Peer average
48.7%

Ft. Thomas Unified School District
Graham County District size, location: Small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 6 and T-7, Achievement peer group 61 Students attending: 586
Legislative district(s): 7 and 14 Number of schools: 4
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 54.0 57.8 54.1 55.2 54.5 54.7 55.3 54.6 51.6 47.0 45.5 45.2 47.4 48.2 46.1 46.6 49.6

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets IIsolated
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend IImpact Aid Fund reserve

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,844$    1,893$    1,753$    1,318$    
State 5,075      5,184      4,842      3,831      
Local 553         841         2,654      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 7,472$   7,918$   9,249$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 4,961$    5,084$    5,748$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 227         232         239         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 43           43           44           46           
Grants 1,872      1,987      2,064      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 20           12           69           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             181         8 of 10

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 10
0 of 10
3 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,404$      3,590$     4,115$    4,377$    
Administration 913           847          1,060      844         
Plant operations 875           887          1,004      977         
Food service 627           634          571         422         
Transportation 256           279          427         381         
Student support 470           548          528         679         
Instruction support 575           574          463         461         
Total operational 7,120$     7,359$     8,168$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 121$         1,445$     917$       691$       
Equipment 149           195          314         424         
Interest 48             74            77           236         
Other 10             9              148         161         
Total nonoperational 328$        1,723$     1,456$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,448$     9,082$     9,624$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 34% 34% 22% 
Special education population 11% 15% 12% 
Students per teacher 27.2 14.8 18.5 
Average teacher salary $46,650 $46,717 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,597 $4,152 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 8.9 11.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 16% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $285 $728 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.66 $3.94 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.63 $3.04 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $8.40 $6.71 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

106 153 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $847 $1,060 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

69 58 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 11.5%
Plant operations, 12.1%
Food service, 8.6%
Transportation, 3.8%
Student support, 7.4%
Instruction support, 7.8%

Instruction
48.8%

Peer average
50%

Gadsden Elementary School District
Yuma County District size, location: Medium-large, Town
Efficiency peer groups 9 and T-6, Achievement peer group 191 Students attending: 5,121
Legislative district(s): 4 Number of schools: 8
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 58.6 55.8 56.6 50.6 48.6 50.2 50.5 51.4 49.1 50.6 51.1 48.2 48.5 48.6 49.2 47.8 48.8

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Total operational and instructional spending 
per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 33.9%, Decreasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 9,821$    10,981$  3,999$    1,318$    
State 6,721      6,649      4,066      3,831      
Local 845         1,023      4,210      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 17,387$ 18,653$ 12,275$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,090$    6,400$    5,929$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 235         244         243         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 49           51           49           46           
Grants 2,981      2,674      1,751      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 39           48           138         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 7,559    8,939    
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             20 of 29  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 29
0 of 29

14 of 29  

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 5,771$      6,536$     4,541$    4,377$    
Administration 2,656        2,685       1,102      844         
Plant operations 2,295        2,265       1,289      977         
Food service 679           720          396         422         
Transportation 794           931          488         381         
Student support 1,079        1,046       632         679         
Instruction support 263           257          346         461         
Total operational 13,537$   14,440$   8,794$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 3,939$      2,054$     764$       691$       
Equipment 732           601          536         424         
Interest 100           1              221         236         
Other 49             34            78           161         
Total nonoperational 4,820$     2,690$     1,599$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 18,357$   17,130$   10,393$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 93% 92% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 79% 79% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 45% 43% 22% 
Special education population 7% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 13.7 15.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $47,480 $48,972 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $2,992 $4,489 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 8.6 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 23% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider NR $1,037 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.28 $2.95 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.35 $3.54 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.28 $5.20 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

429 263 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,685 $1,102 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

45 53 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 18.6%
Plant operations, 15.7%
Food service, 5%
Transportation, 6.4%
Student support, 7.2%
Instruction support, 1.8%

Instruction
45.3%

Peer average
50.2%

Ganado Unified School District
Apache County District size, location: Medium, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 5 and T-8, Achievement peer group 71 Students attending: 1,369
Legislative district(s): 7 Number of schools: 3
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 46.7 48.0 48.0 47.0 43.5 46.3 46.0 46.7 45.4 43.3 42.4 41.3 42.3 40.7 44.4 42.6 45.3

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 44.8%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  IImpact Aid Fund reserve
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,802$    2,007$    2,411$    1,318$    
State 2,028      957         3,824      3,831      
Local 10,083    6,981      7,054      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 13,913$ 9,945$   13,289$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,336$    6,135$    7,159$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 264         273         285         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 53           56           57           46           
Grants 3,522      2,474      1,876      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 67           47           246         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 472       301       
Voter-approved levy increases 1,788      1,266      15 of 20  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 20
4 of 20
5 of 20

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,967$      4,622$     5,470$    4,377$    
Administration 1,897        2,120       1,784      844         
Plant operations 1,782        2,352       1,587      977         
Food service 618           597          534         422         
Transportation 428           406          571         381         
Student support 759           704          642         679         
Instruction support 620           431          423         461         
Total operational 11,071$   11,232$   11,011$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 1,195$      787$        437$       691$       
Equipment 442           235          479         424         
Interest 173           304          179         236         
Other 0               1              45           161         
Total nonoperational 1,810$     1,327$     1,140$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 12,881$   12,559$   12,151$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 91% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 70% 85% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 26% 24% 22% 
Special education population 13% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 17.7 17.0 18.5 
Average teacher salary $37,012 $44,553 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,556 $5,512 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 8.9 12.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 45% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,049 $1,037 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.30 $2.95 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.77 $3.70 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $8.28 $4.85 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

284 348 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,120 $1,784 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

35 44 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 18.9%
Plant operations, 20.9%
Food service, 5.3%
Transportation, 3.6%
Student support, 6.3%
Instruction support, 3.8%

Instruction
41.2%

Peer average
48.7%

Gila Bend Unified School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 6 and T-8, Achievement peer group 51 Students attending: 390
Legislative district(s): 4 Number of schools: 2
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 49.4 53.3 56.4 54.0 57.3 53.0 45.6 48.8 51.2 52.0 47.2 45.4 43.9 45.1 44.8 44.9 41.2

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results MMixed election results
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 44.1%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 462$       429$       885$       1,318$    
State 4,085      3,951      3,394      3,831      
Local 3,788      4,340      5,302      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,335$   8,720$   9,581$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,565$    5,498$    5,387$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 247         245         241         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 48           47           46           46           
Grants 468         442         901         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 112         109         98           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 550         1,059      10 of 10  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 10
0 of 10
2 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,135$      4,465$     4,386$    4,377$    
Administration 522           628          680         844         
Plant operations 716           779          877         977         
Food service 270           276          323         422         
Transportation 296           335          341         381         
Student support 639           708          679         679         
Instruction support 233           232          358         461         
Total operational 6,811$     7,423$     7,644$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 65$           182$        651$       691$       
Equipment 334           470          393         424         
Interest 69             69            223         236         
Other 249           219          209         161         
Total nonoperational 717$        940$        1,476$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,528$     8,363$     9,120$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 96% 95% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 93% 93% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 8% 7% 22% 
Special education population 11% 11% 12% 
Students per teacher 17.8 18.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $51,125 $44,253 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,508 $5,557 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 11.9 11.2 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 13% 21% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,246 $1,278 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $4.02 $3.61 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.67 $2.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.46 $6.15 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

143 147 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $628 $680 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

85 80 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 8.5%
Plant operations, 10.5%
Food service, 3.7%
Transportation, 4.5%
Student support, 9.6%
Instruction support, 3.1%

Instruction
60.1%

Peer average
56.4%

Gilbert Unified School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Very large, Suburb
Efficiency peer groups 1 and T-4, Achievement peer group 11 Students attending: 33,808
Legislative district(s): 12, 16, 17, 25, and 26 Number of schools: 40
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 63.4 62.3 64.5 64.3 63.0 63.3 63.0 63.2 62.7 62.0 59.9 60.1 60.7 61.2 61.3 60.7 60.1

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Total operational and instructional spending 
per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 33.1%, Decreasing

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 

Arizona Auditor General Arizona School District Spending—Fiscal Year 2017 |  March 2018  |  Report 18-203

1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,635$    1,639$    1,522$    1,318$    
State 4,553      4,858      4,236      3,831      
Local 1,668      1,782      3,488      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 7,856$   8,279$   9,246$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 4,852$    5,076$    5,133$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 227         237         235         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 43           44           44           46           
Grants 1,684      1,796      1,543      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 15           14           45           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 876         896         10 of 10  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 10
0 of 10
2 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,727$      3,943$     4,304$    4,377$    
Administration 825           808          796         844         
Plant operations 710           769          837         977         
Food service 604           611          566         422         
Transportation 211           221          303         381         
Student support 553           596          671         679         
Instruction support 525           560          511         461         
Total operational 7,155$     7,508$     7,988$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 278$         452$        499$       691$       
Equipment 309           394          357         424         
Interest 86             94            361         236         
Other 50             57            168         161         
Total nonoperational 723$        997$        1,385$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,878$     8,505$     9,373$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 36% 35% 22% 
Special education population 11% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 18.5 18.1 18.5 
Average teacher salary $41,254 $45,606 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,091 $5,189 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 8.1 8.5 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 37% 32% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $825 $942 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $6.68 $6.81 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.74 $2.77 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.86 $6.23 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

112 135 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $808 $796 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

74 75 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 10.8%
Plant operations, 10.3%
Food service, 8.1%
Transportation, 2.9%
Student support, 7.9%
Instruction support, 7.5%

Instruction
52.5%

Peer average
54.1%

Glendale Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Large, City
Efficiency peer groups 7 and T-1, Achievement peer group 141 Students attending: 12,535
Legislative district(s): 20, 29, and 30 Number of schools: 17
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 62.9 59.3 59.1 58.3 55.2 56.3 56.8 56.5 57.1 55.6 54.8 55.8 54.6 52.9 53.9 52.1 52.5

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Administrative costs per student5-year spending trend (2012 through 2017)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 44.5%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 

Arizona Auditor General Arizona School District Spending—Fiscal Year 2017 |  March 2018  |  Report 18-203

1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,177$    1,224$    896$       1,318$    
State 4,141      4,204      3,579      3,831      
Local 4,421      4,684      4,613      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,739$   10,112$ 9,088$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,443$    5,502$    5,436$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 249         249         242         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 50           50           47           46           
Grants 1,256      1,242      943         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 61           67           98           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 402$       394$       
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,768      1,802      10 of 10  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

3 of 10
0 of 10
2 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,523$      4,756$     4,035$    4,377$    
Administration 611           627          763         844         
Plant operations 1,044        1,017       941         977         
Food service 357           335          348         422         
Transportation 277           280          383         381         
Student support 645           680          622         679         
Instruction support 604           603          501         461         
Total operational 8,061$     8,298$     7,593$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 756$         1,241$     761$       691$       
Equipment 292           741          527         424         
Interest 268           269          295         236         
Other 53             44            145         161         
Total nonoperational 1,369$     2,295$     1,728$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 9,430$     10,593$   9,321$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 91% 88% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 27% 29% 22% 
Special education population 12% 10% 12% 
Students per teacher 21.2 21.6 18.5 
Average teacher salary $58,687 $57,269 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,641 $7,589 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 12.7 11.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 9% 18% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $2,370 $1,809 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $5.36 $4.15 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.92 $2.98 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.66 $6.41 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

153 148 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $627 $763 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

72 67 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 7.6%
Plant operations, 12.2%
Food service, 4%
Transportation, 3.4%
Student support, 8.2%
Instruction support, 7.3%

Instruction
57.3%

Peer average
53.2%

Glendale Union High School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Large, City
Efficiency peer groups 2 and T-5, Achievement peer group 91 Students attending: 15,552
Legislative district(s): 20, 24, 28, 29, and 30 Number of schools: 10
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 57.3 59.1 59.7 60.1 59.4 59.8 59.5 58.5 58.6 57.4 56.5 56.2 56.3 56.7 55.8 56.1 57.3

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 44.6%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 2,202$    2,340$    3,999$    1,318$    
State 4,982      4,822      4,066      3,831      
Local 1,990      1,992      4,210      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,174$   9,154$   12,275$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,567$    5,638$    5,929$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 241         242         243         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 49           49           49           46           
Grants 1,727      1,785      1,751      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 50           67           138         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 798       621       
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             20 of 29  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 29
0 of 29

14 of 29  

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,712$      3,828$     4,541$    4,377$    
Administration 1,093        1,044       1,102      844         
Plant operations 1,140        1,363       1,289      977         
Food service 361           341          396         422         
Transportation 555           525          488         381         
Student support 267           329          632         679         
Instruction support 320           416          346         461         
Total operational 7,448$     7,846$     8,794$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 211$         72$          764$       691$       
Equipment 600           531          536         424         
Interest 0               0              221         236         
Other 62             82            78           161         
Total nonoperational 873$        685$        1,599$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 8,321$     8,531$     10,393$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 92% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 89% 85% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 26% 24% 22% 
Special education population 13% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 18.3 17.0 18.5 
Average teacher salary $41,930 $44,553 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,238 $5,512 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 14.5 12.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 15% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $930 $728 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $4.46 $3.94 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.34 $3.54 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.40 $5.20 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

213 263 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,044 $1,102 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

61 53 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 13.3%
Plant operations, 17.4%
Food service, 4.3%
Transportation, 6.7%
Student support, 4.2%
Instruction support, 5.3%

Instruction
48.8%

Peer average
50.2%

Globe Unified School District
Gila County District size, location: Medium, Town
Efficiency peer groups 5 and T-6, Achievement peer group 51 Students attending: 1,581
Legislative district(s): 8 Number of schools: 3
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 54.1 58.5 59.0 58.1 59.4 57.8 57.0 53.7 54.7 48.9 45.1 46.3 50.0 50.7 48.7 49.8 48.8

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 66.5%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 6,119$    2,358$    2,411$    1,318$    
State 3,723      4,740      3,824      3,831      
Local 10,269    11,337    7,054      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 20,111$ 18,435$ 13,289$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,781$    7,064$    7,159$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 287         297         285         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 60           61           57           46           
Grants 2,140      873         1,876      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 373         336         246         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 3,572    3,651    
Federal impact aid 4,022    1,505    
Voter-approved levy increases 589         650         15 of 20  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 20
4 of 20
5 of 20

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 6,439$      6,881$     5,470$    4,377$    
Administration 3,041        3,632       1,784      844         
Plant operations 2,787        3,024       1,587      977         
Food service 425           555          534         422         
Transportation 483           621          571         381         
Student support 699           760          642         679         
Instruction support 889           1,236       423         461         
Total operational 14,763$   16,709$   11,011$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 48$           0$            437$       691$       
Equipment 1,204        642          479         424         
Interest 112           103          179         236         
Other 153           168          45           161         
Total nonoperational 1,517$     913$        1,140$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 16,280$   17,622$   12,151$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 95% 85% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 26% 24% 22% 
Special education population 18% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 11.0 17.0 18.5 
Average teacher salary $46,488 $44,553 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,437 $5,512 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 13.3 12.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 13% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,298 $1,037 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.76 $2.95 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $5.60 $3.70 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $10.79 $4.85 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

280 348 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $3,632 $1,784 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

34 44 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 21.7%
Plant operations, 18.1%
Food service, 3.3%
Transportation, 3.7%
Student support, 4.6%
Instruction support, 7.4%

Instruction
41.2%

Peer average
48.7%

Grand Canyon Unified School District
Coconino County District size, location: Small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 6 and T-8, Achievement peer group 51 Students attending: 274
Legislative district(s): 6 Number of schools: 2



Grand Canyon USD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 53.1 52.5 52.7 53.5 53.7 49.2 48.1 45.9 48.5 48.8 46.7 50.0 47.7 52.4 43.9 43.6 41.2

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend IImpact Aid Fund reserve

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 3,156$    2,708$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 8,774      2,304      5,692      3,831      
Local 15,131    16,002    13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 27,061$ 21,014$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 9,763$    9,554$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 389         394         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 53           51           57           46           
Grants 9,736      2,708      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 89           35           184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 11,493  10,524  
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 9,012$      8,732$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 5,799        4,811       3,137      844         
Plant operations 3,355        2,466       2,644      977         
Food service 1,341        2,496       1,000      422         
Transportation 1,003        1,052       961         381         
Student support 317           330          601         679         
Instruction support 104           85            498         461         
Total operational 20,931$   19,972$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 6,577$      0$            1,161$    691$       
Equipment 851           565          735         424         
Interest 7               0              31           236         
Other 0               0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 7,435$     565$        2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 28,366$   20,537$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 91% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 19% 19% 22% 
Special education population 13% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 10.2 13.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $47,943 $44,961 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,064 $4,257 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 21.3 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 0% 11% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $2,378 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $6.88 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $12.89 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.77 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

427 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $4,811 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

14 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Instruction
43.7%

Peer average
50.5%

Hackberry Elementary School District
Mohave County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 171 Students attending: 41
Legislative district(s): 5 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 47.0 43.9 55.9 52.5 55.0 56.7 41.9 41.2 40.9 34.7 34.2 38.5 39.1 41.5 42.6 43.1 43.7

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 220.9%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,706$    1,658$    2,411$    1,318$    
State 6,671      4,352      3,824      3,831      
Local 4,831      10,613    7,054      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 13,208$ 16,623$ 13,289$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,979$    7,134$    7,159$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 259         265         285         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 55           55           57           46           
Grants 2,395      1,870      1,876      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 75           39           246         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 959       5,506    
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             25           15 of 20  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 20
4 of 20
5 of 20

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,937$      6,612$     5,470$    4,377$    
Administration 1,640        1,896       1,784      844         
Plant operations 2,177        2,279       1,587      977         
Food service 537           606          534         422         
Transportation 813           1,103       571         381         
Student support 797           900          642         679         
Instruction support 444           604          423         461         
Total operational 11,345$   14,000$   11,011$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 620$         307$        437$       691$       
Equipment 767           721          479         424         
Interest 18             44            179         236         
Other 41             19            45           161         
Total nonoperational 1,446$     1,091$     1,140$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 12,791$   15,091$   12,151$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 93% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 88% 84% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 29% 32% 22% 
Special education population 15% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 13.2 16.4 18.5 
Average teacher salary $47,900 $44,227 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,868 $5,336 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 20.0 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 11% 17% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $2,218 $1,363 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.72 $2.60 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.26 $3.70 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $3.58 $4.85 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

637 348 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,896 $1,784 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

38 44 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Instruction
47.2%

Peer average
48.7%

Hayden-Winkelman Unified School District
Gila County District size, location: Small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 6 and T-9, Achievement peer group 61 Students attending: 263
Legislative district(s): 8 Number of schools: 2
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 53.3 54.1 52.9 51.2 50.3 52.2 50.7 51.5 47.4 48.8 45.7 46.1 43.8 45.1 44.7 43.5 47.2

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend FFrozen taxes, Unfunded

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 

Arizona Auditor General Arizona School District Spending—Fiscal Year 2017 |  March 2018  |  Report 18-203

1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,743$    628$       2,411$    1,318$    
State 2,463      2,563      3,824      3,831      
Local 8,169      8,245      7,054      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 12,375$ 11,436$ 13,289$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 7,235$    7,140$    7,159$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 286         284         285         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 55           55           57           46           
Grants 1,767      652         1,876      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 201         81           246         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,603      1,824      15 of 20  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 20
4 of 20
5 of 20

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 5,017$      5,070$     5,470$    4,377$    
Administration 1,348        1,445       1,784      844         
Plant operations 1,649        1,534       1,587      977         
Food service 362           347          534         422         
Transportation 521           518          571         381         
Student support 548           537          642         679         
Instruction support 330           438          423         461         
Total operational 9,775$     9,889$     11,011$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 41$           212$        437$       691$       
Equipment 390           544          479         424         
Interest 942           1,061       179         236         
Other 40             48            45           161         
Total nonoperational 1,413$     1,865$     1,140$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 11,188$   11,754$   12,151$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 93% 84% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 28% 32% 22% 
Special education population 12% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 14.8 16.4 18.5 
Average teacher salary $42,665 $44,227 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,256 $5,336 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 14.8 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 10% 17% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $600 $1,363 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.76 $2.60 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $4.29 $3.70 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $4.37 $4.85 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

351 348 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,445 $1,784 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

47 44 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 14.6%
Plant operations, 15.5%
Food service, 3.5%
Transportation, 5.3%
Student support, 5.4%
Instruction support, 4.4%

Instruction
51.3%

Peer average
48.7%

Heber-Overgaard Unified School District
Navajo County District size, location: Small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 6 and T-9, Achievement peer group 61 Students attending: 456
Legislative district(s): 6 Number of schools: 4
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 50.2 53.3 55.1 52.3 51.7 49.8 47.7 48.0 46.1 49.6 50.8 48.4 48.4 48.4 48.1 51.3 51.3

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Administrative costs per student5-year spending trend (2012 through 2017)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 33.4%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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Spending by operational area
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 399$       327$       896$       1,318$    
State 3,964      4,044      3,579      3,831      
Local 3,818      4,311      4,613      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,181$   8,682$   9,088$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,260$    5,332$    5,436$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 243         245         242         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 44           44           47           46           
Grants 407         333         943         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 74           59           98           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 813         1,458      10 of 10  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

3 of 10
0 of 10
2 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,196$      3,865$     4,035$    4,377$    
Administration 626           664          763         844         
Plant operations 650           679          941         977         
Food service 209           218          348         422         
Transportation 273           296          383         381         
Student support 322           407          622         679         
Instruction support 266           330          501         461         
Total operational 5,542$     6,459$     7,593$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 1,428$      715$        761$       691$       
Equipment 263           496          527         424         
Interest 453           632          295         236         
Other 301           352          145         161         
Total nonoperational 2,445$     2,195$     1,728$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,987$     8,654$     9,321$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 95% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 91% 93% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 7% 7% 22% 
Special education population 11% 11% 12% 
Students per teacher 18.4 18.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $45,252 $44,253 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,022 $5,557 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 9.0 11.2 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 26% 21% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,083 $1,207 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $4.24 $4.28 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.88 $2.98 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $4.48 $6.41 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

152 148 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $664 $763 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

91 67 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Administration, 10.3%
Plant operations, 10.5%
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Instruction support, 5.1%

Instruction
59.8%

Peer average
53.2%

Higley Unified School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Large, Suburb
Efficiency peer groups 2 and T-3, Achievement peer group 11 Students attending: 11,720
Legislative district(s): 12 Number of schools: 13
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 60.2 56.1 58.2 59.9 65.4 58.6 57.7 57.0 55.0 54.9 54.2 55.3 55.9 55.7 56.0 57.7 59.8

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 66.5%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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Spending by operational area
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 2,188$    912$       2,908$    1,318$    
State 4,071      3,791      5,692      3,831      
Local 9,826      10,099    13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 16,085$ 14,802$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 7,002$    7,173$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 280         283         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 58           58           57           46           
Grants 2,470      943         2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 290         96           184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 5,229    5,822    
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 8,982$      10,108$    8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 2,466        2,250       3,137      844         
Plant operations 965           1,110       2,644      977         
Food service 0               0              1,000      422         
Transportation 795           795          961         381         
Student support 389           454          601         679         
Instruction support 1,268        191          498         461         
Total operational 14,865$   14,908$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 220$         0$            1,161$    691$       
Equipment 66             0              735         424         
Interest 0               0              31           236         
Other 0               0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 286$        0$            2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 15,151$   14,908$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 97% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 18% 19% 22% 
Special education population 24% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 9.7 13.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $42,342 $44,961 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,730 $4,257 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 15.5 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 0% 11% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,306 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.08 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal N/A $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $3.28 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

338 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,250 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

28 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Peer average
50.5%

Hillside Elementary School District
Yavapai County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 171 Students attending: 21
Legislative district(s): 1 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 50.1 52.1 53.8 57.5 56.0 64.5 68.9 67.9 64.8 63.7 58.2 59.7 57.7 68.8 67.3 60.4 67.8

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Administrative costs per student5-year spending trend (2012 through 2017)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 331.6%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status Not assessed

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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Food service cost per meal trend is not 
shown because the District did not operate 
a food service program during all or a 
substantial portion of fiscal years 2012 
through 2017.
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 4,224$    3,977$    3,999$    1,318$    
State 5,955      5,539      4,066      3,831      
Local 2,141      2,138      4,210      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 12,320$ 11,654$ 12,275$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,418$    6,130$    5,929$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 230         226         243         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 47           39           49           46           
Grants 1,839      1,756      1,751      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 48           54           138         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 1,168$    1,019$    
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 2,561    2,268    
Voter-approved levy increases 810         732         20 of 29  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 29
0 of 29

14 of 29  

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 5,880$      5,870$     4,541$    4,377$    
Administration 901           915          1,102      844         
Plant operations 1,373        1,347       1,289      977         
Food service 411           505          396         422         
Transportation 729           775          488         381         
Student support 918           970          632         679         
Instruction support 538           531          346         461         
Total operational 10,750$   10,913$   8,794$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 609$         349$        764$       691$       
Equipment 542           604          536         424         
Interest 78             71            221         236         
Other 16             6              78           161         
Total nonoperational 1,245$     1,030$     1,599$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 11,995$   11,943$   10,393$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 93% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 87% 84% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 34% 32% 22% 
Special education population 10% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 14.2 16.4 18.5 
Average teacher salary $51,282 $44,227 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,365 $5,336 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 13.5 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 14% 17% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,062 $1,267 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.46 $1.93 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.93 $3.54 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.54 $5.20 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

206 263 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $915 $1,102 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

61 53 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 8.4%
Plant operations, 12.3%
Food service, 4.6%
Transportation, 7.1%
Student support, 8.9%
Instruction support, 4.9%

Instruction
53.8%

Peer average
50.2%

Holbrook Unified School District
Navajo County District size, location: Medium, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 5 and T-10, Achievement peer group 61 Students attending: 1,980
Legislative district(s): 6 and 7 Number of schools: 5
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 57.3 56.5 57.2 54.6 55.6 55.4 56.7 57.0 56.1 54.9 54.8 54.4 53.2 53.7 53.4 54.7 53.8

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets OOperating and capital
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend IImpact Aid Fund reserve

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 945$       1,058$    781$       1,318$    
State 3,262      3,413      3,243      3,831      
Local 3,997      3,992      5,097      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,204$   8,463$   9,121$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,434$    5,598$    5,442$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 239         246         240         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 46           46           47           46           
Grants 1,029      1,137      866         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 57           66           157         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 645         671         13 of 15  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 15
0 of 15
3 of 15

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,777$      4,021$     3,991$    4,377$    
Administration 566           631          837         844         
Plant operations 694           811          965         977         
Food service 415           429          324         422         
Transportation 443           469          433         381         
Student support 503           543          640         679         
Instruction support 388           445          338         461         
Total operational 6,786$     7,349$     7,528$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 191$         159$        890$       691$       
Equipment 263           246          406         424         
Interest 295           292          258         236         
Other 95             37            146         161         
Total nonoperational 844$        734$        1,700$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,630$     8,083$     9,228$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 95% 86% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 20% 24% 22% 
Special education population 12% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 19.0 18.8 18.5 
Average teacher salary $44,459 $45,975 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,053 $5,671 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 10.0 11.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 18% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,130 $1,278 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.26 $3.61 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.05 $3.04 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.35 $6.01 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

151 157 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $631 $837 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

84 69 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 8.6%
Plant operations, 11%
Food service, 5.8%
Transportation, 6.4%
Student support, 7.4%
Instruction support, 6.1%

Instruction
54.7%

Peer average
53.1%

Humboldt Unified School District
Yavapai County District size, location: Medium-large, Suburb
Efficiency peer groups 3 and T-4, Achievement peer group 31 Students attending: 5,426
Legislative district(s): 1 Number of schools: 9
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 57.5 59.5 58.5 57.6 60.5 59.3 61.8 60.1 61.4 59.1 56.3 56.0 56.0 55.7 55.4 55.7 54.7

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider

$2.81
$3.26

$844

$1,130

$0

$400

$800

$1,200

$1,600

$2,000

$0

$1

$2

$3

$4

$5

12 13 14 15 16 17

C
os

t p
er

 ri
de

r

C
os

t p
er

 m
ile

Plant costs per square foot and square 
footage per student

Cost per mile Cost per rider

Food service cost per meal

$2.50

$3.05

$0

$1

$2

$3

$4

$5

12 13 14 15 16 17

Food service cost per meal

$5.03 $5.35

143 151 

0

50

100

150

200

250

$0

$2

$4

$6

$8

$10

12 13 14 15 16 17

Sq
ua

re
 fo

ot
ag

e 
pe

r s
tu

de
nt

C
os

t p
er

 s
qu

ar
e 

fo
ot

Plant costs per square foot and square 
footage per student

Cost per square foot Square footage per student

Plant cost per square foot and square footage 
per student

Administrative cost per pupil

$544

$631

$0

$250

$500

$750

$1,000

$1,250

12 13 14 15 16 17

Administrative costs per student5-year spending trend (2012 through 2017)

Totall operationall spendingg perr pupil, adjustedd forr inflation,Total operao
increased

ationera
dd by

nalion
yy 5

spendinsnall
55 percent

ndin
ntnt.

nggndin
The

err pupil,p , adjapep
ee percentage

justadj
ee of

tedd forfust
ff dollars

nflatioiorr
ss spent

on,atio
tt onincreased

instruction
byy 555 percenpdd bb

nnn decreased
nt.cenn

dd from
eThTT

mmm 56
ee p
666 to
perpp
ooooo 54
rcenr
545455 .
cen
44 7

agee otanen
7777 percent

oof
ntnnnt.

olladof dd
tt As
olla
Ass a

spens t onoarssa
aaaa percentageinstr

of
ructionnstr

ff total
nn decreaseddtion

ll operational
romfr m 5656 toedd

ll spending,
55454.777 percenptooo
instruction

ntt. AAAs aaacenn
nn support

ercentagea pp
tt increased,off totat

while
al operationao l spesa
transportation

ending, nstruie
decreased

ctionn supsu
slightly

psup
tlytly.

portt ncreip
Most

eased,re
otherwhile transport

noninstructional
ationort

alal areas
decreason

ss remained
edeas

dd stable
sls

leleee.

Students attending 

5,093 

5,426 

0

1,500

3,000

4,500

6,000

7,500

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Students attending

Total operational and instructional spending 
per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)

$6,198 

$7,349 

$3,564 $4,021 

$0

$2,500

$5,000

$7,500

$10,000

$12,500

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Total operational spending per pupil     Instructional spending per pupil

Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 77.6%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 6,794$    6,005$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 684         651         5,692      3,831      
Local 16,212    18,088    13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 23,690$ 24,744$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 9,903$    9,911$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 295         297         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 55           58           57           46           
Grants 7,566      6,130      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 266         279         184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 4,181    5,514    
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 960         510         7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 9,748$      10,617$    8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 2,091        2,877       3,137      844         
Plant operations 3,783        4,441       2,644      977         
Food service 1,153        1,370       1,000      422         
Transportation 1,209        1,595       961         381         
Student support 363           291          601         679         
Instruction support 2,151        2,217       498         461         
Total operational 20,498$   23,408$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 745$         98$          1,161$    691$       
Equipment 605           638          735         424         
Interest 34             12            31           236         
Other 70             143          90           161         
Total nonoperational 1,454$     891$        2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 21,952$   24,299$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 96% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 18% 19% 22% 
Special education population 11% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 10.3 13.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $57,472 $44,961 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $2,563 $4,257 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 27.8 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 0% 11% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,343 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.93 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $4.24 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $7.75 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

573 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,877 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

41 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Administration, 12.3%
Plant operations, 19%
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Instruction support, 9.5%

Instruction
45.4%

Peer average
50.5%

Hyder Elementary School District
Yuma County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 171 Students attending: 83
Legislative district(s): 13 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 49.8 50.5 53.1 55.1 55.1 55.8 44.9 52.2 53.6 55.2 54.1 54.1 51.9 52.6 47.7 47.6 45.4

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 77.9%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 2,049$    2,061$    1,848$    1,318$    
State 4,663      4,718      3,857      3,831      
Local 2,324      2,455      4,627      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,036$   9,234$   10,332$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 4,945$    5,016$    5,145$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 233         236         236         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 43           44           43           46           
Grants 2,080      2,101      1,915      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 15           37           54           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 722$       730$       
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 705         753         19 of 19  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 19
0 of 19
0 of 19

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,235$      4,710$     4,164$    4,377$    
Administration 934           1,027       974         844         
Plant operations 949           1,095       909         977         
Food service 660           733          640         422         
Transportation 185           215          327         381         
Student support 734           770          626         679         
Instruction support 519           546          559         461         
Total operational 8,216$     9,096$     8,199$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 27$           82$          924$       691$       
Equipment 310           351          582         424         
Interest 45             41            255         236         
Other 160           80            146         161         
Total nonoperational 542$        554$        1,907$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 8,758$     9,650$     10,106$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 47% 44% 22% 
Special education population 10% 10% 12% 
Students per teacher 16.9 19.1 18.5 
Average teacher salary $50,499 $52,696 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,468 $4,542 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 9.5 10.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 21% 22% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,517 $1,178 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $9.80 $5.31 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.91 $2.75 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $9.43 $6.31 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

116 147 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,027 $974 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

77 68 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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100%

Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 11.3%
Plant operations, 12%
Food service, 8.1%
Transportation, 2.4%
Student support, 8.4%
Instruction support, 6%

Instruction
51.8%

Peer average
51.3%

Isaac Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Medium-large, City
Efficiency peer groups 8 and T-2, Achievement peer group 151 Students attending: 6,778
Legislative district(s): 19, 29, and 30 Number of schools: 10
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 56.3 56.9 58.0 58.3 55.5 56.9 56.3 56.8 55.8 49.7 49.5 51.9 51.8 52.1 52.0 51.5 51.8

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend FFrozen taxes, Unfunded

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 854$       778$       781$       1,318$    
State 4,647      4,527      3,243      3,831      
Local 2,183      2,135      5,097      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 7,684$   7,440$   9,121$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,606$    5,505$    5,442$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 251         246         240         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 48           44           47           46           
Grants 869         804         866         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 79           118         157         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 335         304         13 of 15  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 15
0 of 15
3 of 15

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,440$      3,355$     3,991$    4,377$    
Administration 779           749          837         844         
Plant operations 884           909          965         977         
Food service 311           302          324         422         
Transportation 391           419          433         381         
Student support 715           798          640         679         
Instruction support 249           289          338         461         
Total operational 6,769$     6,821$     7,528$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 89$           50$          890$       691$       
Equipment 270           241          406         424         
Interest 62             101          258         236         
Other 171           185          146         161         
Total nonoperational 592$        577$        1,700$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,361$     7,398$     9,228$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 95% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 88% 90% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 13% 13% 22% 
Special education population 15% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 20.9 18.4 18.5 
Average teacher salary $38,618 $46,837 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,727 $6,016 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 7.6 11.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 38% 18% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $998 $1,278 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.23 $3.61 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.93 $3.04 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.05 $6.01 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

150 157 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $749 $837 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

77 69 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 11%
Plant operations, 13.3%
Food service, 4.4%
Transportation, 6.2%
Student support, 11.7%
Instruction support, 4.2%

Instruction
49.2%

Peer average
53.1%

J.O. Combs Unified School District
Pinal County District size, location: Medium-large, Suburb
Efficiency peer groups 3 and T-4, Achievement peer group 21 Students attending: 4,351
Legislative district(s): 8 and 16 Number of schools: 7



J.O. Combs USD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 50.5 50.4 51.6 52.3 56.2 59.8 59.1 53.1 55.3 50.7 51.2 50.9 53.2 53.3 50.5 50.8 49.2

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 55.5%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,171$    1,408$    2,411$    1,318$    
State 695         890         3,824      3,831      
Local 12,963    13,232    7,054      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 14,829$ 15,530$ 13,289$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 7,124$    7,234$    7,159$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 271         264         285         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 54           52           57           46           
Grants 1,228      1,644      1,876      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 96           63           246         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 6          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 2,646      2,608      15 of 20  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 20
4 of 20
5 of 20

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 5,468$      5,679$     5,470$    4,377$    
Administration 1,554        1,510       1,784      844         
Plant operations 2,225        2,120       1,587      977         
Food service 562           490          534         422         
Transportation 808           831          571         381         
Student support 1,250        1,251       642         679         
Instruction support 484           506          423         461         
Total operational 12,351$   12,387$   11,011$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 343$         591$        437$       691$       
Equipment 450           516          479         424         
Interest 344           388          179         236         
Other 148           131          45           161         
Total nonoperational 1,285$     1,626$     1,140$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 13,636$   14,013$   12,151$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 96% 84% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 37% 32% 22% 
Special education population 15% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 14.4 16.4 18.5 
Average teacher salary $43,129 $44,227 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,240 $5,336 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 13.1 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 19% 17% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $905 $1,363 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.93 $2.60 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $5.83 $3.70 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $3.88 $4.85 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

546 348 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,510 $1,784 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

29 44 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Plant operations, 17.1%
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Student support, 10.1%
Instruction support, 4.1%

Instruction
45.8%

Peer average
48.7%

Joseph City Unified School District
Navajo County District size, location: Small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 6 and T-9, Achievement peer group 61 Students attending: 387
Legislative district(s): 6 and 7 Number of schools: 2



Joseph City USD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 48.8 54.6 60.2 55.5 55.0 54.0 50.9 49.4 48.3 49.6 48.1 47.8 46.9 45.9 44.2 44.3 45.8

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 00.8%, Decreasing

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 9,705$    8,473$    3,999$    1,318$    
State 6,158      6,218      4,066      3,831      
Local 1,815      1,721      4,210      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 17,678$ 16,412$ 12,275$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,310$    6,195$    5,929$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 231         228         243         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 49           46           49           46           
Grants 2,868      2,429      1,751      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 4             30           138         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 7,031    6,247    
Voter-approved levy increases 623         616         20 of 29  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 29
0 of 29

14 of 29  

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 5,433$      5,585$     4,541$    4,377$    
Administration 1,459        1,621       1,102      844         
Plant operations 2,588        4,066       1,289      977         
Food service 565           503          396         422         
Transportation 1,128        1,245       488         381         
Student support 1,348        1,351       632         679         
Instruction support 689           605          346         461         
Total operational 13,210$   14,976$   8,794$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 1,466$      3,331$     764$       691$       
Equipment 930           942          536         424         
Interest 0               0              221         236         
Other 325           455          78           161         
Total nonoperational 2,721$     4,728$     1,599$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 15,931$   19,704$   10,393$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 90% 92% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 84% 79% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 45% 43% 22% 
Special education population 11% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 15.1 15.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $53,846 $48,972 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $1,768 $4,489 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 16.1 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 5% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,712 $1,267 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.07 $1.93 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.71 $3.54 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $12.47 $5.20 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

326 263 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,621 $1,102 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

41 53 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 10.8%
Plant operations, 27.2%
Food service, 3.4%
Transportation, 8.3%
Student support, 9%
Instruction support, 4%

Instruction
37.3%

Peer average
50.2%

Kayenta Unified School District
Navajo County District size, location: Medium, Town
Efficiency peer groups 5 and T-10, Achievement peer group 71 Students attending: 1,724
Legislative district(s): 7 Number of schools: 3
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 55.1 49.9 46.7 47.9 46.9 44.5 45.3 43.1 42.1 41.3 41.6 41.3 40.3 40.4 40.3 41.1 37.3

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 44.6%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,172$    1,086$    2,260$    1,318$    
State 2,902      3,145      4,086      3,831      
Local 5,334      4,420      3,104      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,408$   8,651$   9,450$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,560$    5,670$    5,373$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 233         238         233         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 45           46           46           46           
Grants 1,323      1,154      1,374      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 15           15           56           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,167      967         14 of 18  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 18
0 of 18
7 of 18

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,365$      3,493$     4,032$    4,377$    
Administration 661           745          844         844         
Plant operations 931           869          987         977         
Food service 380           337          409         422         
Transportation 467           471          414         381         
Student support 522           502          607         679         
Instruction support 478           483          481         461         
Total operational 6,804$     6,900$     7,774$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 199$         65$          346$       691$       
Equipment 107           179          390         424         
Interest 431           332          164         236         
Other 53             60            77           161         
Total nonoperational 790$        636$        977$      1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,594$     7,536$     8,751$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 91% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 78% 85% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 27% 24% 22% 
Special education population 14% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 20.6 17.0 18.5 
Average teacher salary $41,446 $44,553 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,706 $5,512 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 11.5 12.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 27% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $604 $1,037 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.00 $2.95 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.29 $3.00 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $4.03 $5.36 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

216 190 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $745 $844 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

64 69 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 10.8%
Plant operations, 12.6%
Food service, 4.9%
Transportation, 6.8%
Student support, 7.3%
Instruction support, 7%

Instruction
50.6%

Peer average
52%

Kingman Unified School District
Mohave County District size, location: Medium-large, Town
Efficiency peer groups 4 and T-8, Achievement peer group 51 Students attending: 6,498
Legislative district(s): 5 Number of schools: 11
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: N/A 55.8 57.0 56.4 56.7 55.8 54.9 55.2 53.6 53.2 53.1 52.6 50.5 50.7 48.9 49.5 50.6

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 44.5%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 2,352$    1,696$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 14,760    6,070      5,692      3,831      
Local 7,490      5,551      13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 24,602$ 13,317$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 9,755$    8,515$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 329         302         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 50           45           57           46           
Grants 10,657    2,036      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 63           78           184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 6,031    5,281    
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 8,148$      7,039$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 2,173        1,997       3,137      844         
Plant operations 1,439        1,146       2,644      977         
Food service 934           735          1,000      422         
Transportation 1,058        989          961         381         
Student support 1,799        1,000       601         679         
Instruction support 351           345          498         461         
Total operational 15,902$   13,251$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 7,917$      777$        1,161$    691$       
Equipment 411           441          735         424         
Interest 1               20            31           236         
Other 0               0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 8,329$     1,238$     2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 24,231$   14,489$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 93% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 32% 34% 22% 
Special education population 26% 15% 12% 
Students per teacher 13.1 14.8 18.5 
Average teacher salary $44,655 $46,717 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,708 $4,152 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 10.2 11.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 17% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,524 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.93 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $3.85 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $8.62 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

133 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,997 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

45 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 15.1%
Plant operations, 8.6%
Food service, 5.5%
Transportation, 7.5%
Student support, 7.6%
Instruction support, 2.6%

Instruction
53.1%

Peer average
50.5%

Kirkland Elementary School District
Yavapai County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 191 Students attending: 79
Legislative district(s): 1 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 65.9 53.9 55.0 56.7 55.6 53.0 52.9 51.8 52.7 52.5 52.9 57.8 53.0 52.5 55.8 51.2 53.1

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 332.6%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 501$       532$       1,522$    1,318$    
State 3,421      3,430      4,236      3,831      
Local 5,216      5,893      3,488      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,138$   9,855$   9,246$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,077$    5,165$    5,133$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 225         231         235         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 43           44           44           46           
Grants 493         527         1,543      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 169         158         45           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 2,051      2,492      10 of 10  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 10
0 of 10
2 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,059$      4,494$     4,304$    4,377$    
Administration 553           586          796         844         
Plant operations 784           803          837         977         
Food service 276           268          566         422         
Transportation 315           332          303         381         
Student support 511           553          671         679         
Instruction support 362           402          511         461         
Total operational 6,860$     7,438$     7,988$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 901$         1,120$     499$       691$       
Equipment 1,007        463          357         424         
Interest 511           500          361         236         
Other 655           729          168         161         
Total nonoperational 3,074$     2,812$     1,385$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 9,934$     10,250$   9,373$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 95% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 9% 12% 22% 
Special education population 8% 9% 12% 
Students per teacher 17.8 19.6 18.5 
Average teacher salary $48,988 $48,025 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,794 $5,969 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 12.0 10.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 15% 15% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $918 $1,207 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.84 $4.28 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.69 $2.77 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.09 $6.23 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

158 135 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $586 $796 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

70 75 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 7.9%
Plant operations, 10.8%
Food service, 3.6%
Transportation, 4.5%
Student support, 7.4%
Instruction support, 5.4%

Instruction
60.4%

Peer average
54.1%

Kyrene Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Large, City
Efficiency peer groups 7 and T-3, Achievement peer group 121 Students attending: 16,202
Legislative district(s): 18 and 27 Number of schools: 25
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 60.2 61.2 61.9 64.4 64.3 64.0 63.5 63.3 62.9 61.0 61.8 60.2 60.1 59.4 57.5 59.2 60.4

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 99.8%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 

Arizona Auditor General Arizona School District Spending—Fiscal Year 2017 |  March 2018  |  Report 18-203

1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 913$       838$       781$       1,318$    
State 2,029      2,078      3,243      3,831      
Local 4,728      4,861      5,097      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 7,670$   7,777$   9,121$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 4,986$    5,018$    5,442$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 230         230         240         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 47           46           47           46           
Grants 1,140      1,038      866         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 187         186         157         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 20           0             13 of 15  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 15
0 of 15
3 of 15

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,460$      3,737$     3,991$    4,377$    
Administration 873           778          837         844         
Plant operations 806           820          965         977         
Food service 317           327          324         422         
Transportation 196           217          433         381         
Student support 421           428          640         679         
Instruction support 359           360          338         461         
Total operational 6,432$     6,667$     7,528$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 384$         536$        890$       691$       
Equipment 131           106          406         424         
Interest 16             12            258         236         
Other 68             15            146         161         
Total nonoperational 599$        669$        1,700$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,031$     7,336$     9,228$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 90% 86% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 22% 24% 22% 
Special education population 11% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 20.9 18.8 18.5 
Average teacher salary $40,920 $45,975 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,800 $5,671 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 9.5 11.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 20% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,705 $1,809 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $4.32 $4.15 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.73 $3.04 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.54 $6.01 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

148 157 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $778 $837 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

65 69 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 11.7%
Plant operations, 12.3%
Food service, 4.9%
Transportation, 3.2%
Student support, 6.4%
Instruction support, 5.4%

Instruction
56.1%

Peer average
53.1%

Lake Havasu Unified School District
Mohave County District size, location: Medium-large, City
Efficiency peer groups 3 and T-5, Achievement peer group 31 Students attending: 5,280
Legislative district(s): 5 Number of schools: 8



Lake Havasu USD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 60.3 61.1 61.7 60.1 61.1 61.8 61.2 59.8 59.5 59.1 56.5 53.9 55.6 53.6 54.0 53.8 56.1

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Total operational and instructional spending 
per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 55.9%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 955$       981$       1,848$    1,318$    
State 4,552      4,607      3,857      3,831      
Local 2,785      3,121      4,627      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,292$   8,709$   10,332$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 4,971$    5,020$    5,145$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 231         233         236         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 42           42           43           46           
Grants 975         1,049      1,915      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 31           25           54           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,457      1,614      19 of 19  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 19
0 of 19
0 of 19

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,401$      3,968$     4,164$    4,377$    
Administration 741           764          974         844         
Plant operations 679           706          909         977         
Food service 503           527          640         422         
Transportation 285           299          327         381         
Student support 481           522          626         679         
Instruction support 474           563          559         461         
Total operational 6,564$     7,349$     8,199$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 2,687$      608$        924$       691$       
Equipment 761           471          582         424         
Interest 107           111          255         236         
Other 86             167          146         161         
Total nonoperational 3,641$     1,357$     1,907$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 10,205$   8,706$     10,106$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 24% 25% 22% 
Special education population 13% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 19.2 19.1 18.5 
Average teacher salary $48,601 $43,084 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $3,801 $4,885 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 7.3 8.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 21% 30% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $669 $942 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $7.23 $6.81 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.89 $2.75 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.01 $6.31 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

118 147 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $764 $974 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

72 68 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 10.4%
Plant operations, 9.6%
Food service, 7.2%
Transportation, 4.1%
Student support, 7.1%
Instruction support, 7.6%

Instruction
54%

Peer average
51.3%

Laveen Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Medium-large, City
Efficiency peer groups 8 and T-1, Achievement peer group 131 Students attending: 6,476
Legislative district(s): 19 and 27 Number of schools: 8



Laveen ESD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 53.8 52.1 52.9 52.3 50.7 51.0 53.6 57.0 55.2 53.3 51.7 51.4 52.2 52.7 51.6 51.8 54.0

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Total operational and instructional spending 
per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 44.4%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 722$       690$       1,848$    1,318$    
State 4,018      4,786      3,857      3,831      
Local 2,969      2,856      4,627      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 7,709$   8,332$   10,332$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 4,957$    5,354$    5,145$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 229         236         236         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 42           43           43           46           
Grants 775         946         1,915      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 54           50           54           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,041      1,141      19 of 19  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 19
0 of 19
0 of 19

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,784$      3,971$     4,164$    4,377$    
Administration 730           745          974         844         
Plant operations 667           676          909         977         
Food service 371           427          640         422         
Transportation 431           438          327         381         
Student support 422           424          626         679         
Instruction support 274           268          559         461         
Total operational 6,679$     6,949$     8,199$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 492$         344$        924$       691$       
Equipment 229           226          582         424         
Interest 409           190          255         236         
Other 90             104          146         161         
Total nonoperational 1,220$     864$        1,907$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,899$     7,813$     10,106$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 95% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 14% 12% 22% 
Special education population 12% 9% 12% 
Students per teacher 18.6 19.6 18.5 
Average teacher salary $44,775 $48,025 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,405 $5,969 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 11.1 10.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 15% 15% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,266 $1,278 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.38 $3.61 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.89 $2.75 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $4.98 $6.31 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

136 147 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $745 $974 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

77 68 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Administration, 10.7%
Plant operations, 9.7%
Food service, 6.2%
Transportation, 6.3%
Student support, 6.1%
Instruction support, 3.9%

Instruction
57.1%

Peer average
51.3%

Liberty Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Medium-large, Suburb
Efficiency peer groups 8 and T-4, Achievement peer group 121 Students attending: 3,261
Legislative district(s): 4 and 13 Number of schools: 6



Liberty ESD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 60.0 62.5 64.4 64.3 62.4 62.1 62.9 61.0 60.3 59.7 57.7 59.3 58.9 59.0 58.8 56.7 57.1

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 77.0%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 545$       593$       1,522$    1,318$    
State 4,093      4,210      4,236      3,831      
Local 2,975      3,076      3,488      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 7,613$   7,879$   9,246$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 4,978$    5,111$    5,133$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 230         232         235         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 43           43           44           46           
Grants 543         594         1,543      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 52           49           45           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 6          5          
Voter-approved levy increases 975         1,018      10 of 10  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 10
0 of 10
2 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,691$      3,891$     4,304$    4,377$    
Administration 567           620          796         844         
Plant operations 729           744          837         977         
Food service 299           330          566         422         
Transportation 267           269          303         381         
Student support 462           501          671         679         
Instruction support 285           298          511         461         
Total operational 6,300$     6,653$     7,988$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 286$         565$        499$       691$       
Equipment 311           292          357         424         
Interest 156           151          361         236         
Other 279           301          168         161         
Total nonoperational 1,032$     1,309$     1,385$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,332$     7,962$     9,373$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 95% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 11% 12% 22% 
Special education population 9% 9% 12% 
Students per teacher 21.5 19.6 18.5 
Average teacher salary $51,874 $48,025 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,391 $5,969 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 9.7 10.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 13% 15% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $763 $1,178 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.39 $5.31 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.65 $2.77 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.44 $6.23 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

116 135 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $620 $796 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

97 75 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 9.3%
Plant operations, 11.2%
Food service, 5%
Transportation, 4%
Student support, 7.5%
Instruction support, 4.5%

Instruction
58.5%

Peer average
54.1%

Litchfield Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Large, Suburb
Efficiency peer groups 7 and T-2, Achievement peer group 121 Students attending: 10,791
Legislative district(s): 13, 19, and 29 Number of schools: 14
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 57.9 59.7 59.3 60.7 59.6 58.4 58.0 57.9 58.3 58.3 58.4 58.2 58.1 57.7 57.9 58.6 58.5

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 66.2%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,645$    1,558$    2,411$    1,318$    
State 5,180      5,457      3,824      3,831      
Local 3,392      3,793      7,054      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 10,217$ 10,808$ 13,289$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 7,008$    7,385$    7,159$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 292         298         285         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 59           60           57           46           
Grants 2,177      1,905      1,876      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 49           69           246         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 557         622         15 of 20  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 20
4 of 20
5 of 20

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,916$      4,602$     5,470$    4,377$    
Administration 1,521        1,637       1,784      844         
Plant operations 1,209        1,296       1,587      977         
Food service 615           574          534         422         
Transportation 446           565          571         381         
Student support 453           413          642         679         
Instruction support 149           198          423         461         
Total operational 9,309$     9,285$     11,011$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 198$         43$          437$       691$       
Equipment 376           217          479         424         
Interest 168           168          179         236         
Other 377           323          45           161         
Total nonoperational 1,119$     751$        1,140$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 10,428$   10,036$   12,151$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 93% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 78% 88% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 18% 15% 22% 
Special education population 10% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 13.2 15.7 18.5 
Average teacher salary $42,771 $45,360 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,203 $5,787 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 15.6 10.4 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 21% 17% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $769 $921 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.67 $2.98 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.40 $3.70 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.92 $4.85 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

219 348 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,637 $1,784 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

55 44 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 17.6%
Plant operations, 14%
Food service, 6.2%
Transportation, 6.1%
Student support, 4.4%
Instruction support, 2.1%

Instruction
49.6%

Peer average
48.7%

Littlefield Unified School District
Mohave County District size, location: Small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 6 and T-7, Achievement peer group 41 Students attending: 369
Legislative district(s): 5 Number of schools: 2



Littlefield USD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 52.5 63.4 62.9 63.7 55.6 54.4 55.4 54.6 50.6 52.6 53.8 54.3 50.2 51.9 51.3 52.8 49.6

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 44.4%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,180$    1,381$    1,848$    1,318$    
State 4,292      4,343      3,857      3,831      
Local 3,020      3,021      4,627      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,492$   8,745$   10,332$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,013$    4,954$    5,145$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 234         232         236         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 44           41           43           46           
Grants 1,192      1,446      1,915      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 39           68           54           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,464      1,517      19 of 19  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 19
0 of 19
0 of 19

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,876$      3,988$     4,164$    4,377$    
Administration 846           834          974         844         
Plant operations 603           648          909         977         
Food service 646           786          640         422         
Transportation 242           262          327         381         
Student support 620           635          626         679         
Instruction support 549           513          559         461         
Total operational 7,382$     7,666$     8,199$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 2,158$      486$        924$       691$       
Equipment 535           348          582         424         
Interest 104           181          255         236         
Other 21             22            146         161         
Total nonoperational 2,818$     1,037$     1,907$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 10,200$   8,703$     10,106$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 21% 25% 22% 
Special education population 12% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 16.9 19.1 18.5 
Average teacher salary $38,911 $43,084 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,072 $4,885 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 5.3 8.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 51% 30% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $800 $942 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $5.05 $6.81 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.95 $2.75 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $4.97 $6.31 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

130 147 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $834 $974 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

71 68 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Administration, 10.9%
Plant operations, 8.4%
Food service, 10.3%
Transportation, 3.4%
Student support, 8.3%
Instruction support, 6.7%

Instruction
52%

Peer average
51.3%

Littleton Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Medium-large, Suburb
Efficiency peer groups 8 and T-1, Achievement peer group 131 Students attending: 5,389
Legislative district(s): 19 Number of schools: 7
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 56.8 56.4 53.5 56.4 58.2 57.0 56.8 57.7 59.0 58.1 57.2 53.9 53.0 53.9 51.8 52.5 52.0

Instructional spending percentage
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Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 44.8%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 763$       689$       1,848$    1,318$    
State 2,549      2,311      3,857      3,831      
Local 8,246      8,294      4,627      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 11,558$ 11,294$ 10,332$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 4,889$    4,835$    5,145$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 229         226         236         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 43           42           43           46           
Grants 720         624         1,915      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 140         158         54           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 3,394      3,407      19 of 19  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 19
0 of 19
0 of 19

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,828$      3,648$     4,164$    4,377$    
Administration 1,015        985          974         844         
Plant operations 854           841          909         977         
Food service 419           434          640         422         
Transportation 280           294          327         381         
Student support 530           517          626         679         
Instruction support 447           388          559         461         
Total operational 7,373$     7,107$     8,199$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 3,145$      2,284$     924$       691$       
Equipment 607           321          582         424         
Interest 483           440          255         236         
Other 928           912          146         161         
Total nonoperational 5,163$     3,957$     1,907$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 12,536$   11,064$   10,106$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 95% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 15% 12% 22% 
Special education population 8% 9% 12% 
Students per teacher 20.4 19.6 18.5 
Average teacher salary $46,465 $48,025 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,288 $5,969 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 8.4 10.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 18% 15% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,319 $942 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $9.61 $6.81 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.72 $2.75 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.22 $6.31 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

135 147 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $985 $974 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

63 68 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 13.9%
Plant operations, 11.8%
Food service, 6.1%
Transportation, 4.1%
Student support, 7.3%
Instruction support, 5.5%

Instruction
51.3%

Peer average
51.3%

Madison Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Medium-large, City
Efficiency peer groups 8 and T-1, Achievement peer group 121 Students attending: 5,634
Legislative district(s): 24 and 28 Number of schools: 8



Madison ESD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 54.3 56.1 58.1 59.5 59.3 59.2 58.4 55.0 54.6 53.2 51.1 53.1 52.7 51.7 53.1 51.9 51.3

Instructional spending percentage
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Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 44.7%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,827$    1,099$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 4,190      4,075      5,692      3,831      
Local 12,415    13,156    13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 18,432$ 18,330$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 8,463$    8,288$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 270         282         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 52           55           57           46           
Grants 1,842      1,109      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 113         144         184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 6,531    6,528    
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 8,762$      9,327$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 1,937        2,036       3,137      844         
Plant operations 1,884        1,849       2,644      977         
Food service 708           781          1,000      422         
Transportation 1,846        1,810       961         381         
Student support 872           967          601         679         
Instruction support 533           592          498         461         
Total operational 16,542$   17,362$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 52$           78$          1,161$    691$       
Equipment 625           504          735         424         
Interest 27             2              31           236         
Other 309           383          90           161         
Total nonoperational 1,013$     967$        2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 17,555$   18,329$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 93% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 18% 19% 22% 
Special education population 13% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 7.7 13.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $47,198 $44,961 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $3,029 $4,257 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 12.3 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 14% 11% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,890 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.87 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $6.48 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $7.18 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

258 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,036 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

57 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 11.7%
Plant operations, 10.7%
Food service, 4.5%
Transportation, 10.4%
Student support, 5.6%
Instruction support, 3.4%

Instruction
53.7%

Peer average
50.5%

Maine Consolidated School District
Coconino County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 171 Students attending: 115
Legislative district(s): 6 Number of schools: 1



Maine Consolidated SD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 46.2 46.7 47.7 50.6 50.7 43.8 46.8 45.8 53.5 50.5 52.3 50.2 50.8 51.1 51.8 53.0 53.7

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets OOperating
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 00.2%, Varying

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,724$    1,551$    3,999$    1,318$    
State 5,858      5,847      4,066      3,831      
Local 2,228      2,223      4,210      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,810$   9,621$   12,275$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,214$    5,891$    5,929$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 253         238         243         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 52           53           49           46           
Grants 1,817      1,927      1,751      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 116         88           138         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             20 of 29  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 29
0 of 29

14 of 29  

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,752$      4,584$     4,541$    4,377$    
Administration 1,211        1,124       1,102      844         
Plant operations 1,510        1,421       1,289      977         
Food service 535           511          396         422         
Transportation 389           414          488         381         
Student support 665           640          632         679         
Instruction support 318           332          346         461         
Total operational 9,380$     9,026$     8,794$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 243$         335$        764$       691$       
Equipment 492           165          536         424         
Interest 9               6              221         236         
Other 50             102          78           161         
Total nonoperational 794$        608$        1,599$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 10,174$   9,634$     10,393$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 86% 85% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 23% 24% 22% 
Special education population 16% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 16.4 17.0 18.5 
Average teacher salary $43,613 $44,553 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,212 $5,512 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 14.0 12.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 7% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $579 $921 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.16 $2.98 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.30 $3.54 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $4.37 $5.20 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

325 263 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,124 $1,102 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

43 53 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 12.4%
Plant operations, 15.7%
Food service, 5.7%
Transportation, 4.6%
Student support, 7.1%
Instruction support, 3.7%

Instruction
50.8%

Peer average
50.2%

Mammoth-San Manuel Unified School District
Pinal County District size, location: Medium, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 5 and T-7, Achievement peer group 51 Students attending: 740
Legislative district(s): 8 Number of schools: 4



Mammoth-San Manuel USD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 57.9 55.6 56.1 55.9 56.2 57.1 54.9 55.5 56.3 57.2 53.4 56.0 52.7 52.6 53.1 50.7 50.8

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 66.4%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 855$       855$       896$       1,318$    
State 3,786      3,791      3,579      3,831      
Local 4,210      4,641      4,613      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,851$   9,287$   9,088$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,616$    5,668$    5,436$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 239         242         242         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 47           47           47           46           
Grants 830         884         943         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 106         116         98           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,172      1,240      10 of 10  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

3 of 10
0 of 10
2 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,143$      4,252$     4,035$    4,377$    
Administration 866           820          763         844         
Plant operations 818           869          941         977         
Food service 369           362          348         422         
Transportation 538           517          383         381         
Student support 613           647          622         679         
Instruction support 341           393          501         461         
Total operational 7,688$     7,860$     7,593$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 2,010$      862$        761$       691$       
Equipment 597           869          527         424         
Interest 323           426          295         236         
Other 153           172          145         161         
Total nonoperational 3,083$     2,329$     1,728$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 10,771$   10,189$   9,321$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 95% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 88% 90% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 13% 13% 22% 
Special education population 14% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 17.4 18.4 18.5 
Average teacher salary $45,844 $46,837 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,864 $6,016 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 12.4 11.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 15% 18% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,146 $1,278 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.08 $3.61 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.05 $2.98 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.84 $6.41 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

149 148 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $820 $763 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

60 67 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 10.4%
Plant operations, 11.1%
Food service, 4.6%
Transportation, 6.6%
Student support, 8.2%
Instruction support, 5%

Instruction
54.1%

Peer average
53.2%

Marana Unified School District
Pima County District size, location: Large, Suburb
Efficiency peer groups 2 and T-4, Achievement peer group 21 Students attending: 11,604
Legislative district(s): 9 and 11 Number of schools: 17



Marana USD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 52.9 55.4 56.5 59.2 58.8 58.7 59.1 57.3 57.9 56.7 56.1 54.2 54.5 53.9 53.3 53.9 54.1

Instructional spending percentage
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OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated

PAGE 215

Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-rejected
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 11.0%, Increasing

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 913$       910$       2,260$    1,318$    
State 4,935      4,833      4,086      3,831      
Local 2,280      2,145      3,104      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,128$   7,888$   9,450$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,150$    5,390$    5,373$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 238         242         233         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 44           44           46           46           
Grants 982         942         1,374      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 32           20           56           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 212$       206$       
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 24         29         
Voter-approved levy increases 591         569         14 of 18  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 18
0 of 18
7 of 18

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,306$      3,705$     4,032$    4,377$    
Administration 618           637          844         844         
Plant operations 984           938          987         977         
Food service 366           372          409         422         
Transportation 413           431          414         381         
Student support 627           633          607         679         
Instruction support 424           472          481         461         
Total operational 6,738$     7,188$     7,774$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 138$         40$          346$       691$       
Equipment 222           384          390         424         
Interest 182           209          164         236         
Other 50             160          77           161         
Total nonoperational 592$        793$        977$      1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,330$     7,981$     8,751$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 93% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 73% 88% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 15% 15% 22% 
Special education population 14% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 20.9 15.7 18.5 
Average teacher salary $45,430 $45,360 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,272 $5,787 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 8.8 10.4 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 18% 17% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider NR $728 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile NR $3.94 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.62 $3.00 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.51 $5.36 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

144 190 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $637 $844 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

89 69 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 8.9%
Plant operations, 13%
Food service, 5.2%
Transportation, 6%
Student support, 8.8%
Instruction support, 6.6%

Instruction
51.5%

Peer average
52%

Maricopa Unified School District
Pinal County District size, location: Medium-large, Town
Efficiency peer groups 4 and T-6, Achievement peer group 41 Students attending: 6,280
Legislative district(s): 11 Number of schools: 9
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 59.1 56.8 58.8 51.1 55.8 55.5 55.2 59.7 52.3 50.7 49.6 47.0 47.4 47.0 48.7 49.1 51.5

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 55.2%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,945$    1,778$    2,411$    1,318$    
State 5,037      4,770      3,824      3,831      
Local 4,980      5,250      7,054      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 11,962$ 11,798$ 13,289$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 7,878$    7,492$    7,159$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 298         286         285         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 58           57           57           46           
Grants 2,167      1,974      1,876      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 52           73           246         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 278         281         15 of 20  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 20
4 of 20
5 of 20

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,814$      5,375$     5,470$    4,377$    
Administration 1,445        1,632       1,784      844         
Plant operations 1,309        1,281       1,587      977         
Food service 483           491          534         422         
Transportation 794           925          571         381         
Student support 703           756          642         679         
Instruction support 394           344          423         461         
Total operational 9,942$     10,804$   11,011$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 337$         105$        437$       691$       
Equipment 574           623          479         424         
Interest 181           179          179         236         
Other 1               9              45           161         
Total nonoperational 1,093$     916$        1,140$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 11,035$   11,720$   12,151$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 91% 92% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 94% 79% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 40% 43% 22% 
Special education population 18% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 14.5 15.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $45,362 $48,972 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,212 $4,489 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 16.2 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 9% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,422 $1,267 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.30 $1.93 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.06 $3.70 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.58 $4.85 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

230 348 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,632 $1,784 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

65 44 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 15.1%
Plant operations, 11.9%
Food service, 4.5%
Transportation, 8.5%
Student support, 7%
Instruction support, 3.2%

Instruction
49.8%

Peer average
48.7%

Mayer Unified School District
Yavapai County District size, location: Small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 6 and T-10, Achievement peer group 71 Students attending: 515
Legislative district(s): 1 Number of schools: 2
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 55.1 57.4 55.7 54.4 53.7 53.9 49.8 50.2 47.7 44.4 47.7 44.5 44.8 46.8 49.3 48.4 49.8

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider

$2.26 $2.30

$1,079

$1,422

$0

$400

$800

$1,200

$1,600

$2,000

$0

$1

$2

$3

$4

$5

12 13 14 15 16 17

C
os

t p
er

 ri
de

r

C
os

t p
er

 m
ile

Plant costs per square foot and square 
footage per student

Cost per mile Cost per rider

Food service cost per meal

$2.60
$3.06

$0

$1

$2

$3

$4

$5

12 13 14 15 16 17

Food service cost per meal

$5.53 $5.58

225 230 

0

100

200

300

400

500

$0

$2

$4

$6

$8

$10

12 13 14 15 16 17

Sq
ua

re
 fo

ot
ag

e 
pe

r s
tu

de
nt

C
os

t p
er

 s
qu

ar
e 

fo
ot

Plant costs per square foot and square 
footage per student

Cost per square foot Square footage per student

Plant cost per square foot and square footage 
per student

Administrative cost per pupil

$1,059

$1,632

$0

$600

$1,200

$1,800

$2,400

$3,000

12 13 14 15 16 17

Administrative costs per student5-year spending trend (2012 through 2017)

Totall operationall spendingg perr pupil, adjustedd forr inflation,Total operao
increased

ationera
dd by

naltion
yy 16

spendinsall
66 percent

ndin
ntnt.

gg pgin
tt The

rr pupil,p , adjuapep
eee percentage

usteadju
ee of

edd forfuste
ofof dollars

nflatioiorr
ss spent

n,atio
ntnt onincreasedd

instruction
byy 1616 percepd bb

nn increased
enntt. TTerce

dd overall
ee percpTheT

allallal from
perc
mm 44

cenc
444444 .
cen
44 5

agetantn
5555 to
agee
oo 49
ee
494944 .
ooof
99 8

dollarssddf
8888 percent

s
ntnt.

ennt onopsps
tt Overall,instr

as
nstr
ss a

ctionn ncreasinructr
aaaa percentage

eas
ee of

overoedds
ofofoo total

raall romfr m 4ver
alal operational

55 otoo 44949.8844444.55
alaaal spending,

percen88 pp
ggg plant

ntt. Overall,OOcenn
ntnt operationsass aa

and
percentagep e oofoaa p

dd transportation
otao al operatioof to

nn decreased
naal spendingstio

dd substantially,
planp nt opeogg,
student

erationsope
tt supportand

and
transportatidd t

ddd instruction
onn decrdrtati

nn support
reasedd subssecr

rtrt decreased,
stantubs

dd and
tiallyant

dd food
studentsly,,

dd service
tt supportsdent

ee decreasedandd in
slightly

nstrn
tlytlytl .

uctionn upporsrustr
yy. Administration

decreaseddorrt d
nnn increased

d, anda d oodfo dsedd
dd substantially

ed es
llylly.

Students attending 

591 
515 

0

200

400

600

800

1,000

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Students attending

Total operational and instructional spending 
per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)

$7,862 

$10,804 

$4,332 
$5,375 

$0

$4,000

$8,000

$12,000

$16,000

$20,000

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Total operational spending per pupil     Instructional spending per pupil

Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 99.0%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 11,183$  9,501$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 6,687      6,164      5,692      3,831      
Local 1,438      1,111      13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 19,308$ 16,776$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,716$    6,097$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 286         258         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 55           49           57           46           
Grants 2,526      2,116      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 20           17           184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 1,351    1,572    
Federal impact aid 8,771    7,387    
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 9,086$      8,561$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 2,233        2,331       3,137      844         
Plant operations 2,464        1,867       2,644      977         
Food service 986           886          1,000      422         
Transportation 40             156          961         381         
Student support 1,230        1,246       601         679         
Instruction support 268           288          498         461         
Total operational 16,307$   15,335$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 0$             0$            1,161$    691$       
Equipment 474           268          735         424         
Interest 0               1              31           236         
Other 0               0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 474$        269$        2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 16,781$   15,604$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 93% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 45% 44% 22% 
Special education population 12% 15% 12% 
Students per teacher 10.3 11.2 18.5 
Average teacher salary $41,107 $48,132 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $3,256 $4,375 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 9.3 11.5 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 17% 6% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $621 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.42 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $3.96 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.79 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

322 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,331 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

31 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 15.2%
Plant operations, 12.2%
Food service, 5.8%
Transportation, 1%
Student support, 8.1%
Instruction support, 1.9%

Instruction
55.8%

Peer average
50.5%

McNary Elementary School District
Apache County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 201 Students attending: 123
Legislative district(s): 7 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 61.9 63.8 62.3 61.8 58.8 64.0 64.9 61.5 63.2 56.3 53.2 58.5 53.1 58.0 54.3 55.7 55.8

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 55.4%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,762$    1,318$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 6,765      7,092      5,692      3,831      
Local 4,692      3,921      13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 13,219$ 12,331$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 7,351$    8,360$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 253         266         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 39           47           57           46           
Grants 1,829      1,400      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 66           63           184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 2,617    2,326    
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 5,403$      5,489$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 2,433        2,296       3,137      844         
Plant operations 1,659        1,552       2,644      977         
Food service 927           901          1,000      422         
Transportation 999           942          961         381         
Student support 630           616          601         679         
Instruction support 180           289          498         461         
Total operational 12,231$   12,085$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 142$         128$        1,161$    691$       
Equipment 827           1,194       735         424         
Interest 30             15            31           236         
Other 0               0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 999$        1,337$     2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 13,230$   13,422$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 29% 26% 22% 
Special education population 17% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 14.5 14.6 18.5 
Average teacher salary $49,042 $49,194 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,442 $5,175 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 23.5 14.0 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 0% 7% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,074 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.30 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $3.55 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $10.55 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

147 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,296 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

23 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 19%
Plant operations, 12.8%
Food service, 7.5%
Transportation, 7.8%
Student support, 5.1%
Instruction support, 2.4%

Instruction
45.4%

Peer average
50.5%

McNeal Elementary School District
Cochise County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 181 Students attending: 58
Legislative district(s): 14 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 76.6 68.7 60.1 49.9 49.2 47.7 54.0 51.8 48.3 44.3 46.9 45.6 45.7 45.1 43.4 44.2 45.4

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend FFrozen taxes, Unfunded

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status Not assessed

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,061$    1,109$    885$       1,318$    
State 4,206      4,274      3,394      3,831      
Local 3,636      3,850      5,302      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,903$   9,233$   9,581$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,546$    5,592$    5,387$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 242         245         241         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 45           46           46           46           
Grants 1,088      1,164      901         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 69           69           98           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 144$       145$       
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 5          5          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,174      1,241      10 of 10  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 10
0 of 10
2 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,525$      4,535$     4,386$    4,377$    
Administration 652           682          680         844         
Plant operations 882           923          877         977         
Food service 429           435          323         422         
Transportation 445           451          341         381         
Student support 559           705          679         679         
Instruction support 495           493          358         461         
Total operational 7,987$     8,224$     7,644$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 579$         433$        651$       691$       
Equipment 485           279          393         424         
Interest 148           141          223         236         
Other 123           122          209         161         
Total nonoperational 1,335$     975$        1,476$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 9,322$     9,199$     9,120$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 79% 86% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 22% 24% 22% 
Special education population 14% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 19.5 18.8 18.5 
Average teacher salary $52,923 $45,975 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,460 $5,671 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 13.6 11.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 17% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,539 $1,278 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $4.56 $3.61 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.81 $2.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.63 $6.15 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

139 147 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $682 $680 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

67 80 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Administration, 8.3%
Plant operations, 11.2%
Food service, 5.3%
Transportation, 5.5%
Student support, 8.6%
Instruction support, 5.9%

Instruction
55.2%

Peer average
56.4%

Mesa Unified School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Very large, City
Efficiency peer groups 1 and T-4, Achievement peer group 31 Students attending: 60,699
Legislative district(s): 16, 17, 18, 23, 25, and 26 Number of schools: 75



Mesa USD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 61.9 62.7 63.0 63.1 63.3 62.7 62.1 61.4 59.8 59.3 57.6 57.3 56.3 57.1 55.8 56.7 55.2

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 44.4%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,461$    1,424$    3,999$    1,318$    
State 2,402      2,893      4,066      3,831      
Local 5,604      4,298      4,210      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,467$   8,615$   12,275$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,554$    5,602$    5,929$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 232         234         243         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 47           47           49           46           
Grants 1,492      1,526      1,751      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 243         118         138         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 520         520         20 of 29  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 29
0 of 29

14 of 29  

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,100$      4,133$     4,541$    4,377$    
Administration 1,099        1,162       1,102      844         
Plant operations 1,048        1,093       1,289      977         
Food service 313           282          396         422         
Transportation 332           359          488         381         
Student support 417           445          632         679         
Instruction support 106           112          346         461         
Total operational 7,415$     7,586$     8,794$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 600$         163$        764$       691$       
Equipment 470           572          536         424         
Interest 30             36            221         236         
Other 6               0              78           161         
Total nonoperational 1,106$     771$        1,599$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 8,521$     8,357$     10,393$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 90% 92% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 88% 79% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 42% 43% 22% 
Special education population 11% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 18.9 15.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $43,932 $48,972 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,069 $4,489 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 17.5 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 5% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,234 $921 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $4.44 $2.98 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.90 $3.54 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $4.96 $5.20 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

220 263 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,162 $1,102 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

62 53 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments

0%
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100%

Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 15.3%
Plant operations, 14.4%
Food service, 3.7%
Transportation, 4.7%
Student support, 5.9%
Instruction support, 1.5%

Instruction
54.5%

Peer average
50.2%

Miami Unified School District
Gila County District size, location: Medium, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 5 and T-7, Achievement peer group 71 Students attending: 1,108
Legislative district(s): 8 Number of schools: 3
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 52.0 54.7 52.1 56.1 57.7 55.1 53.5 55.7 55.1 54.3 55.4 53.5 54.8 55.4 54.2 55.3 54.5

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 66.4%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 760$       734$       3,999$    1,318$    
State 2,031      1,769      4,066      3,831      
Local 6,700      6,777      4,210      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,491$   9,280$   12,275$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,136$    5,076$    5,929$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 234         232         243         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 52           51           49           46           
Grants 862         885         1,751      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 149         108         138         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,746      2,029      20 of 29  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 29
0 of 29

14 of 29  

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,339$      4,413$     4,541$    4,377$    
Administration 907           875          1,102      844         
Plant operations 761           746          1,289      977         
Food service 181           204          396         422         
Transportation 332           348          488         381         
Student support 695           793          632         679         
Instruction support 189           186          346         461         
Total operational 7,404$     7,565$     8,794$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 234$         1,265$     764$       691$       
Equipment 649           2,393       536         424         
Interest 348           407          221         236         
Other 53             53            78           161         
Total nonoperational 1,284$     4,118$     1,599$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 8,688$     11,683$   10,393$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 92% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 83% 91% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 19% 14% 22% 
Special education population 10% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 20.7 13.1 18.5 
Average teacher salary $44,941 $40,448 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $8,568 $5,163 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 10.2 9.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 20% 19% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,236 $921 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile NR $2.98 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.81 $3.54 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $4.44 $5.20 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

168 263 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $875 $1,102 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

62 53 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 11.6%
Plant operations, 9.9%
Food service, 2.7%
Transportation, 4.6%
Student support, 10.5%
Instruction support, 2.4%

Instruction
58.3%

Peer average
50.2%

Mingus Union High School District
Yavapai County District size, location: Medium, Town
Efficiency peer groups 5 and T-7, Achievement peer group 101 Students attending: 1,181
Legislative district(s): 1 and 6 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 59.8 62.0 59.4 58.6 58.1 61.3 62.4 58.5 62.6 55.1 55.0 58.0 59.6 60.1 60.6 58.6 58.3

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets IIsolated
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 11.4%, Increasing

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 908$       2,051$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 23,834    2,465      5,692      3,831      
Local 59,822    35,995    13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 84,564$ 40,511$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 10,781$  5,694$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 323         256         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 51           32           57           46           
Grants 22,688    5,229      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 224         109         184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 34,972  21,271  
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 17,422$    12,611$    8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 16,335      10,323     3,137      844         
Plant operations 12,967      7,166       2,644      977         
Food service 2,501        1,680       1,000      422         
Transportation 1,884        1,229       961         381         
Student support 487           522          601         679         
Instruction support 1,386        368          498         461         
Total operational 52,982$   33,899$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 15,785$    2,282$     1,161$    691$       
Equipment 3,583        829          735         424         
Interest 35             25            31           236         
Other 862           152          90           161         
Total nonoperational 20,265$   3,288$     2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 73,247$   37,187$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 87% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 28% 26% 22% 
Special education population 15% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 5.1 14.6 18.5 
Average teacher salary $44,094 $49,194 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $2,223 $5,175 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 10.1 14.0 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 0% 7% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,198 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.96 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $7.31 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.34 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

1,130 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $10,323 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

11 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Measure did not meet auditors' criteria for reporting.

Administration, 30.5%
Plant operations, 21.1%
Food service, 5%
Transportation, 3.6%
Student support, 1.5%
Instruction support, 1.1%

Instruction
37.2%

Peer average
50.5%

Mobile Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 181 Students attending: 20
Legislative district(s): 4 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 31.8 33.6 37.3 34.9 34.2 28.6 26.9 31.3 39.6 33.6 36.0 30.3 38.1 33.8 34.7 32.9 37.2

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets IIsolated
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend FFrozen taxes, Unfunded

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status Not assessed

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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Spending by operational area
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,587$    1,594$    1,753$    1,318$    
State 3,592      3,292      4,842      3,831      
Local 5,434      4,499      2,654      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 10,613$ 9,385$   9,249$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,916$    6,049$    5,748$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 265         256         239         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 49           47           44           46           
Grants 1,771      1,892      2,064      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 30           16           69           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 219       63         
Voter-approved levy increases 764         35           8 of 10

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 10
0 of 10
3 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,962$      4,115$     4,115$    4,377$    
Administration 859           863          1,060      844         
Plant operations 1,097        1,204       1,004      977         
Food service 507           542          571         422         
Transportation 522           561          427         381         
Student support 592           636          528         679         
Instruction support 574           737          463         461         
Total operational 8,113$     8,658$     8,168$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 283$         411$        917$       691$       
Equipment 176           408          314         424         
Interest 39             7              77           236         
Other 97             113          148         161         
Total nonoperational 595$        939$        1,456$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 8,708$     9,597$     9,624$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 25% 26% 22% 
Special education population 13% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 20.8 14.6 18.5 
Average teacher salary $55,544 $49,194 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $9,626 $5,175 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 9.0 14.0 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 13% 7% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $801 $921 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.35 $2.98 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.83 $3.04 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.93 $6.71 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

203 153 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $863 $1,060 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

66 58 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments

0%
10%
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80%
90%

100%

Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 10%
Plant operations, 13.9%
Food service, 6.3%
Transportation, 6.5%
Student support, 7.3%
Instruction support, 8.5%

Instruction
47.5%

Peer average
50%

Mohave Valley Elementary School District
Mohave County District size, location: Medium, Town
Efficiency peer groups 9 and T-7, Achievement peer group 181 Students attending: 1,083
Legislative district(s): 5 Number of schools: 3
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 54.8 55.9 59.5 57.2 58.0 59.9 59.3 58.8 58.5 52.0 52.9 54.3 51.6 51.7 52.9 48.8 47.5

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Total operational and instructional spending 
per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 66.8%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students LLarge decrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,623$    1,577$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 5,034      6,813      5,692      3,831      
Local 4,937      3,186      13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 11,594$ 11,576$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,888$    7,522$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 260         283         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 46           49           57           46           
Grants 2,117      2,259      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 28           47           184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,125      43           7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,543$      4,720$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 1,763        1,776       3,137      844         
Plant operations 2,185        1,846       2,644      977         
Food service 708           718          1,000      422         
Transportation 517           569          961         381         
Student support 123           116          601         679         
Instruction support 128           48            498         461         
Total operational 9,967$     9,793$     17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 50$           1,075$     1,161$    691$       
Equipment 291           582          735         424         
Interest 98             95            31           236         
Other 3               0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 442$        1,752$     2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 10,409$   11,545$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 27% 26% 22% 
Special education population 17% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 19.4 14.6 18.5 
Average teacher salary $45,291 $49,194 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,404 $5,175 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 16.4 14.0 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 22% 7% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $830 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.85 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $3.58 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.36 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

290 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,776 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

55 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 18.1%
Plant operations, 18.9%
Food service, 7.3%
Transportation, 5.8%
Student support, 1.2%
Instruction support, 0.5%

Instruction
48.2%

Peer average
50.5%

Mohawk Valley Elementary School District
Yuma County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 181 Students attending: 165
Legislative district(s): 4 and 13 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 56.1 52.4 52.9 54.0 53.6 54.5 45.6 52.4 49.5 46.5 45.1 42.3 42.9 41.1 43.3 45.6 48.2

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 33.8%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 253$       454$       3,999$    1,318$    
State 540         806         4,066      3,831      
Local 8,287      9,176      4,210      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,080$   10,436$ 12,275$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,346$    5,612$    5,929$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 238         246         243         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 48           49           49           46           
Grants 281         717         1,751      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 1,826      1,816      138         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 619         614         20 of 29  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 29
0 of 29

14 of 29  

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,924$      5,320$     4,541$    4,377$    
Administration 1,283        1,361       1,102      844         
Plant operations 850           1,124       1,289      977         
Food service 327           335          396         422         
Transportation 369           380          488         381         
Student support 280           336          632         679         
Instruction support 146           163          346         461         
Total operational 8,179$     9,019$     8,794$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 106$         320$        764$       691$       
Equipment 653           244          536         424         
Interest 8               11            221         236         
Other 408           766          78           161         
Total nonoperational 1,175$     1,341$     1,599$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 9,354$     10,360$   10,393$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 94% 88% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 7% 15% 22% 
Special education population 9% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 17.5 15.7 18.5 
Average teacher salary $51,800 $45,360 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,862 $5,787 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 12.6 10.4 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 10% 17% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,121 $728 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $5.65 $3.94 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.45 $3.54 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $4.56 $5.20 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

247 263 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,361 $1,102 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

62 53 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 15.1%
Plant operations, 12.5%
Food service, 3.7%
Transportation, 4.2%
Student support, 3.7%
Instruction support, 1.8%

Instruction
59%

Peer average
50.2%

Morenci Unified School District
Greenlee County District size, location: Medium, Town
Efficiency peer groups 5 and T-6, Achievement peer group 41 Students attending: 1,332
Legislative district(s): 14 Number of schools: 3



Morenci USD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 54.9 57.9 58.0 56.8 58.3 56.3 56.9 56.5 58.3 57.2 57.7 57.0 59.5 60.7 60.1 60.2 59.0

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 00.9%, Steady

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 2,551$    2,983$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 10,709    6,112      5,692      3,831      
Local 9,423      6,337      13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 22,683$ 15,432$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 9,717$    9,012$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 313         279         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 61           53           57           46           
Grants 2,701      3,412      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 295         236         184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 1,887    1,956    
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 629         291         7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 7,810$      8,165$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 1,930        2,035       3,137      844         
Plant operations 1,679        1,978       2,644      977         
Food service 1,063        1,175       1,000      422         
Transportation 1,112        1,434       961         381         
Student support 911           704          601         679         
Instruction support 206           171          498         461         
Total operational 14,711$   15,662$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 165$         286$        1,161$    691$       
Equipment 330           501          735         424         
Interest 8               0              31           236         
Other 0               0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 503$        787$        2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 15,214$   16,449$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 95% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 11% 11% 22% 
Special education population 12% 15% 12% 
Students per teacher 10.2 12.0 18.5 
Average teacher salary $47,416 $50,741 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $3,748 $5,239 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 20.0 19.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 0% 8% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,776 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.17 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $5.59 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.01 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

329 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,035 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

46 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 13%
Plant operations, 12.6%
Food service, 7.5%
Transportation, 9.2%
Student support, 4.5%
Instruction support, 1.1%

Instruction
52.1%

Peer average
50.5%

Morristown Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 161 Students attending: 102
Legislative district(s): 13 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 49.5 47.0 49.9 49.8 45.8 47.8 47.8 49.9 49.9 48.6 51.7 52.7 52.3 52.9 50.6 53.1 52.1

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated

PAGE 239

Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 44.0%, Varying

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status NNoncompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 2,737$    3,863$    1,848$    1,318$    
State 4,301      4,244      3,857      3,831      
Local 3,558      3,891      4,627      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 10,596$ 11,998$ 10,332$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,167$    5,339$    5,145$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 242         249         236         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 45           46           43           46           
Grants 2,736      3,872      1,915      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 3             22           54           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,510      1,599      19 of 19  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 19
0 of 19
0 of 19

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,422$      4,803$     4,164$    4,377$    
Administration 1,447        1,705       974         844         
Plant operations 1,329        1,417       909         977         
Food service 921           948          640         422         
Transportation 334           403          327         381         
Student support 555           778          626         679         
Instruction support 350           534          559         461         
Total operational 9,358$     10,588$   8,199$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 341$         334$        924$       691$       
Equipment 197           489          582         424         
Interest 252           234          255         236         
Other 103           94            146         161         
Total nonoperational 893$        1,151$     1,907$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 10,251$   11,739$   10,106$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 44% 44% 22% 
Special education population 10% 10% 12% 
Students per teacher 23.7 19.1 18.5 
Average teacher salary $51,953 $52,696 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,084 $4,542 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 9.3 10.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 24% 22% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,305 $942 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $10.59 $6.81 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.13 $2.75 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $7.39 $6.31 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

192 147 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,705 $974 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

44 68 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 16.1%
Plant operations, 13.4%
Food service, 9%
Transportation, 3.8%
Student support, 7.3%
Instruction support, 5%

Instruction
45.4%

Peer average
51.3%

Murphy Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Medium, City
Efficiency peer groups 8 and T-1, Achievement peer group 151 Students attending: 1,591
Legislative district(s): 19 and 27 Number of schools: 4
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 47.4 53.3 55.1 54.4 55.7 56.4 51.8 51.0 50.6 48.1 47.7 46.9 47.9 48.0 49.7 47.2 45.4

Instructional spending percentage
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Fiscal years as indicated

PAGE 241

Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Administrative costs per student5-year spending trend (2012 through 2017)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 55.6%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students LLarge decrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,287$    1,017$    2,395$    1,318$    
State 6,931      5,684      4,806      3,831      
Local 1,524      1,276      4,236      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,742$   7,977$   11,437$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,121$    6,132$    6,815$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 269         266         269         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 51           50           50           46           
Grants 1,287      1,017      1,792      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 179         12           341         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             6 of 12

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 12
0 of 12
3 of 12

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,821$      4,831$     4,993$    4,377$    
Administration 867           811          1,231      844         
Plant operations 892           997          1,125      977         
Food service 640           672          549         422         
Transportation 433           397          575         381         
Student support 206           185          606         679         
Instruction support 257           269          397         461         
Total operational 8,116$     8,162$     9,476$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 1$             0$            194$       691$       
Equipment 54             131          329         424         
Interest 0               0              167         236         
Other 0               0              91           161         
Total nonoperational 55$          131$        781$      1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 8,171$     8,293$     10,257$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 97% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 40% 44% 22% 
Special education population 8% 15% 12% 
Students per teacher 20.5 11.2 18.5 
Average teacher salary $44,231 $48,132 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,075 $4,375 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 9.4 11.5 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 7% 6% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $4,945 $1,037 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $9.10 $2.95 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $4.01 $3.41 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $7.93 $6.81 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

126 153 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $811 $1,231 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

57 54 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 9.9%
Plant operations, 12.2%
Food service, 8.2%
Transportation, 4.9%
Student support, 2.3%
Instruction support, 3.3%

Instruction
59.2%

Peer average
52.5%

Naco Elementary School District
Cochise County District size, location: Small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 10 and T-8, Achievement peer group 201 Students attending: 287
Legislative district(s): 14 Number of schools: 1



Naco ESD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 64.2 67.3 59.7 62.7 65.3 61.0 63.0 63.1 55.6 59.9 57.2 58.8 58.7 57.6 55.3 59.4 59.2

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 44.7%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Administration, 14.3%
Plant operations, 12.9%
Food service, 7%
Transportation, 7.8%
Student support, 5.9%
Instruction support, 4.9%

Instruction
47.2%

Peer average
50%

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,900$    1,386$    1,753$    1,318$    
State 5,546      5,206      4,842      3,831      
Local 2,327      2,579      2,654      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,773$   9,171$   9,249$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,932$    6,069$    5,748$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 237         241         239         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 41           46           44           46           
Grants 2,233      1,832      2,064      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 254         281         69           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 234         244         8 of 10

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 10
0 of 10
3 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,059$      4,343$     4,115$    4,377$    
Administration 1,334        1,315       1,060      844         
Plant operations 1,207        1,190       1,004      977         
Food service 609           649          571         422         
Transportation 653           716          427         381         
Student support 493           543          528         679         
Instruction support 425           450          463         461         
Total operational 8,780$     9,206$     8,168$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 35$           301$        917$       691$       
Equipment 500           378          314         424         
Interest 80             57            77           236         
Other 534           806          148         161         
Total nonoperational 1,149$     1,542$     1,456$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 9,929$     10,748$   9,624$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 92% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 17% 19% 22% 
Special education population 12% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 15.8 13.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $42,258 $44,961 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,378 $4,257 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 6.5 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 37% 11% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,389 $1,037 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.90 $2.95 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $4.16 $3.04 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $7.86 $6.71 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

151 153 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,315 $1,060 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

45 58 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Nadaburg Unified School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Medium, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 9 and T-8, Achievement peer group 171 Students attending: 805
Legislative district(s): 13 and 22 Number of schools: 2



Nadaburg USD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 53.3 54.7 58.0 56.1 55.6 54.1 53.4 53.8 52.2 47.1 45.6 47.6 48.3 47.2 48.6 46.2 47.2

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-rejected
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 11.7%, Varying

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 

Arizona Auditor General Arizona School District Spending—Fiscal Year 2017 |  March 2018  |  Report 18-203

1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,367$    1,439$    2,260$    1,318$    
State 4,784      4,676      4,086      3,831      
Local 1,823      1,723      3,104      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 7,974$   7,838$   9,450$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,177$    5,081$    5,373$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 228         226         233         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 45           44           46           46           
Grants 1,416      1,516      1,374      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 34           34           56           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 315         323         14 of 18  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 18
0 of 18
7 of 18

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,717$      3,705$     4,032$    4,377$    
Administration 744           733          844         844         
Plant operations 998           1,007       987         977         
Food service 571           598          409         422         
Transportation 236           226          414         381         
Student support 534           551          607         679         
Instruction support 415           410          481         461         
Total operational 7,215$     7,230$     7,774$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 28$           46$          346$       691$       
Equipment 212           273          390         424         
Interest 0               0              164         236         
Other 37             42            77           161         
Total nonoperational 277$        361$        977$      1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,492$     7,591$     8,751$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 96% 92% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 90% 79% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 42% 43% 22% 
Special education population 8% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 20.2 15.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $45,604 $48,972 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,062 $4,489 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 13.9 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 14% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $841 $728 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $4.45 $3.94 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.20 $3.00 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $7.59 $5.36 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

133 190 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $733 $844 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

65 69 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 10.2%
Plant operations, 13.9%
Food service, 8.3%
Transportation, 3.1%
Student support, 7.6%
Instruction support, 5.7%

Instruction
51.2%

Peer average
52%

Nogales Unified School District
Santa Cruz County District size, location: Medium-large, Town
Efficiency peer groups 4 and T-6, Achievement peer group 71 Students attending: 5,583
Legislative district(s): 2 Number of schools: 10
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 56.5 56.2 55.7 54.7 54.9 56.1 55.0 54.3 52.7 52.1 51.7 51.5 51.3 51.7 52.1 51.5 51.2

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 66.7%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,353$    1,099$    2,395$    1,318$    
State 3,978      4,776      4,806      3,831      
Local 6,042      6,171      4,236      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 11,373$ 12,046$ 11,437$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 7,718$    7,844$    6,815$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 261         278         269         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 49           52           50           46           
Grants 1,415      1,518      1,792      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 490         576         341         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,114      1,181      6 of 12

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 12
0 of 12
3 of 12

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 5,333$      5,751$     4,993$    4,377$    
Administration 1,090        1,304       1,231      844         
Plant operations 1,343        1,369       1,125      977         
Food service 462           433          549         422         
Transportation 816           1,058       575         381         
Student support 658           788          606         679         
Instruction support 278           399          397         461         
Total operational 9,980$     11,102$   9,476$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 431$         424$        194$       691$       
Equipment 365           423          329         424         
Interest 0               1              167         236         
Other 105           83            91           161         
Total nonoperational 901$        931$        781$      1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 10,881$   12,033$   10,257$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 93% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 17% 19% 22% 
Special education population 20% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 14.7 13.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $50,315 $44,961 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,511 $4,257 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 12.8 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 15% 11% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $931 $1,363 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.21 $2.60 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.22 $3.41 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $7.19 $6.81 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

191 153 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,304 $1,231 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

56 54 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 11.8%
Plant operations, 12.3%
Food service, 3.9%
Transportation, 9.5%
Student support, 7.1%
Instruction support, 3.6%

Instruction
51.8%

Peer average
52.5%

Oracle Elementary School District
Pinal County District size, location: Small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 10 and T-9, Achievement peer group 171 Students attending: 383
Legislative district(s): 8 and 11 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 49.2 49.2 51.2 52.4 48.7 52.7 50.2 50.0 49.9 49.3 48.2 46.4 49.1 51.6 48.9 53.4 51.8

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 88.4%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 2,318$    1,820$    1,848$    1,318$    
State 2,818      2,893      3,857      3,831      
Local 5,624      5,441      4,627      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 10,760$ 10,154$ 10,332$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,154$    5,254$    5,145$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 239         239         236         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 43           43           43           46           
Grants 2,380      1,888      1,915      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 60           93           54           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 2,384      2,367      19 of 19  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 19
0 of 19
0 of 19

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,415$      4,647$     4,164$    4,377$    
Administration 889           862          974         844         
Plant operations 1,116        1,096       909         977         
Food service 486           566          640         422         
Transportation 362           380          327         381         
Student support 865           720          626         679         
Instruction support 569           555          559         461         
Total operational 8,702$     8,826$     8,199$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 23$           46$          924$       691$       
Equipment 244           190          582         424         
Interest 502           261          255         236         
Other 17             141          146         161         
Total nonoperational 786$        638$        1,907$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 9,488$     9,464$     10,106$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 93% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 32% 35% 22% 
Special education population 15% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 19.6 18.1 18.5 
Average teacher salary $53,827 $45,606 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $7,863 $5,189 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 7.3 8.5 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 39% 32% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,170 $1,178 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $6.26 $5.31 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.66 $2.75 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.75 $6.31 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

162 147 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $862 $974 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

72 68 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 9.8%
Plant operations, 12.4%
Food service, 6.4%
Transportation, 4.3%
Student support, 8.2%
Instruction support, 6.3%

Instruction
52.6%

Peer average
51.3%

Osborn Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Medium-large, City
Efficiency peer groups 8 and T-2, Achievement peer group 141 Students attending: 2,778
Legislative district(s): 24 Number of schools: 5
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 53.2 53.1 52.9 51.5 49.1 50.0 49.0 49.6 50.9 49.4 44.3 47.0 48.5 49.0 48.5 50.7 52.6

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider

$4.72

$6.26

$922

$1,170

$0

$400

$800

$1,200

$1,600

$2,000

$0

$2

$4

$6

$8

$10

12 13 14 15 16 17

C
os

t p
er

 ri
de

r

C
os

t p
er

 m
ile

Plant costs per square foot and square 
footage per student

Cost per mile Cost per rider

Food service cost per meal

$2.25

$2.66

$0

$1

$2

$3

$4

$5

12 13 14 15 16 17

Food service cost per meal

$7.24
$6.75

162 162 

0

50

100

150

200

250

$0

$2

$4

$6

$8

$10

12 13 14 15 16 17

Sq
ua

re
 fo

ot
ag

e 
pe

r s
tu

de
nt

C
os

t p
er

 s
qu

ar
e 

fo
ot

Plant costs per square foot and square 
footage per student

Cost per square foot Square footage per student

Plant cost per square foot and square footage 
per student

Administrative cost per pupil

$717
$862

$0

$250

$500

$750

$1,000

$1,250

12 13 14 15 16 17

Administrative costs per student5-year spending trend (2012 through 2017)

Totall operationall spendingg perr pupil, adjustedd forr inflation,Total operao
increased

ationera
dd by

nalion
yy 1

spendinsnall
11 percent

ndin
ntnt.

nggndin
The

err pupil,p , adjapep
ee percentage

justadj
ee of

tedd forfust
ff dollars

nflatioiorr
ss spent

on,atio
tt onincreasedd

instruction
byy 111 percenpbb

nn increased
nt. TheTTcenn

dd overall
percepee

ll from
ntagce

mm 47
getag

77 to
oee o

ooo 52
oo
52525 .
of dd
222 6

llarss sodod
6666 percent

spens
ntntn .

ntnpen
As

nono
ss ainstructionn

percentage
creni

ee of
easedcre
ff total

overalo l fromfedd
alal operational

mm 4747 totorom
alal spending,

2.666 percenp55522
instruction

t. AsAs aaennt
nn supportpercentage

decreased
ofof totat al operaoee
substantially

ationaera
yy and

l spendsnaal
plant

ding, nstruciend
tt operations

ctionnuc
ss and

supportsn s
studentdecrease

support
d substantiasse
decreased,

allyy andaia
while

d plantt operationd
administration

onss andatio
increased

d s
ededd.

tudentts
Othersupport decreas

noninstructional
sed,eas

alal areas
while admw

sss remained
ministratadm

dd stable
tstrat

lele.

Students attending 

3,807 

2,778 

0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Students attending

Total operational and instructional spending 
per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)

$8,153 
$8,826 

$4,337 $4,647 

$0

$2,500

$5,000

$7,500

$10,000

$12,500

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Total operational spending per pupil     Instructional spending per pupil

Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 55.1%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,882$    5,159$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 1,507      1,220      5,692      3,831      
Local 19,099    18,323    13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 22,488$ 24,702$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 14,764$  10,467$  9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 393         281         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 83           54           57           46           
Grants 1,882      5,159      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 0             345         184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 10,638  4,593    
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 10,982$    10,224$    8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 4,397        2,798       3,137      844         
Plant operations 5,182        4,323       2,644      977         
Food service 3,307        2,891       1,000      422         
Transportation 534           375          961         381         
Student support 475           95            601         679         
Instruction support 252           355          498         461         
Total operational 25,129$   21,061$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 128$         0$            1,161$    691$       
Equipment 362           1,940       735         424         
Interest 0               0              31           236         
Other 0               0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 490$        1,940$     2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 25,619$   23,001$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 95% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 12% 11% 22% 
Special education population 8% 15% 12% 
Students per teacher 11.6 12.0 18.5 
Average teacher salary N/A $50,741 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 N/A $5,239 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience N/A 19.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years N/A 8% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $818 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $0.60 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $12.70 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $10.12 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

427 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,798 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

25 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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48.5%

Peer average
50.5%

Owens-Whitney Elementary School District
Mohave County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 161 Students attending: 17
Legislative district(s): 5 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 52.0 55.6 53.0 53.7 59.6 60.2 61.4 61.7 61.2 52.3 39.5 55.6 58.7 59.5 47.2 43.7 48.5

Instructional spending percentage
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Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 228.6%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status Not assessed

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 4,763$    4,010$    2,260$    1,318$    
State 3,014      3,028      4,086      3,831      
Local 3,746      3,939      3,104      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 11,523$ 10,977$ 9,450$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,517$    5,506$    5,373$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 232         236         233         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 47           46           46           46           
Grants 2,109      1,900      1,374      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 29           31           56           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 2,845    2,358    
Voter-approved levy increases 59           0             14 of 18  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 18
0 of 18
7 of 18

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,836$      4,107$     4,032$    4,377$    
Administration 902           937          844         844         
Plant operations 1,382        1,351       987         977         
Food service 427           453          409         422         
Transportation 517           524          414         381         
Student support 1,114        1,188       607         679         
Instruction support 654           616          481         461         
Total operational 9,832$     9,176$     7,774$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 202$         302$        346$       691$       
Equipment 400           344          390         424         
Interest 63             6              164         236         
Other 178           156          77           161         
Total nonoperational 843$        808$        977$      1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 10,675$   9,984$     8,751$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 91% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 73% 85% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 23% 24% 22% 
Special education population 15% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 17.3 17.0 18.5 
Average teacher salary $45,895 $44,553 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,349 $5,512 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 8.9 12.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 29% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,836 $1,267 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.70 $1.93 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.47 $3.00 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.55 $5.36 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

243 190 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $937 $844 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

55 69 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Administration, 10.2%
Plant operations, 14.7%
Food service, 4.9%
Transportation, 5.7%
Student support, 13%
Instruction support, 6.7%

Instruction
44.8%

Peer average
52%

Page Unified School District
Coconino County District size, location: Medium-large, Town
Efficiency peer groups 4 and T-10, Achievement peer group 51 Students attending: 2,621
Legislative district(s): 7 Number of schools: 4
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 56.5 54.8 54.8 53.0 51.3 54.8 53.1 52.5 52.3 51.3 49.1 49.4 49.6 49.1 48.7 49.2 44.8

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 77.5%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  IImpact Aid Fund reserve
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,460$    1,295$    2,395$    1,318$    
State 5,283      5,459      4,806      3,831      
Local 2,912      3,263      4,236      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,655$   10,017$ 11,437$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,098$    6,403$    6,815$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 252         261         269         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 47           50           50           46           
Grants 1,555      1,397      1,792      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 52           67           341         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 874         1,248      6 of 12

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 12
0 of 12
3 of 12

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,419$      5,141$     4,993$    4,377$    
Administration 1,140        1,199       1,231      844         
Plant operations 770           857          1,125      977         
Food service 509           583          549         422         
Transportation 583           721          575         381         
Student support 516           643          606         679         
Instruction support 261           278          397         461         
Total operational 8,198$     9,422$     9,476$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 283$         158$        194$       691$       
Equipment 328           254          329         424         
Interest 88             71            167         236         
Other 0               2              91           161         
Total nonoperational 699$        485$        781$      1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 8,897$     9,907$     10,257$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 21% 19% 22% 
Special education population 11% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 18.5 13.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $48,132 $44,961 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,195 $4,257 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 13.0 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 9% 11% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,060 $1,037 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.59 $2.95 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.01 $3.41 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.47 $6.81 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

157 153 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,199 $1,231 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

48 54 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Administration, 12.7%
Plant operations, 9.1%
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Transportation, 7.7%
Student support, 6.8%
Instruction support, 2.9%

Instruction
54.6%

Peer average
52.5%

Palo Verde Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 10 and T-8, Achievement peer group 171 Students attending: 426
Legislative district(s): 4 and 13 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 52.3 58.3 53.7 49.9 49.6 53.4 51.4 50.4 51.9 51.0 53.7 52.2 51.6 49.4 55.0 53.9 54.6

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 66.2%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 2,177$    2,594$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 1,186      1,100      5,692      3,831      
Local 41,266    43,355    13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 44,629$ 47,049$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,697$    6,866$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 282         285         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 48           53           57           46           
Grants 2,861      3,553      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 187         209         184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 33,493  33,846  
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 6,937$      7,932$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 2,151        2,367       3,137      844         
Plant operations 2,635        2,919       2,644      977         
Food service 970           988          1,000      422         
Transportation 498           316          961         381         
Student support 435           416          601         679         
Instruction support 546           348          498         461         
Total operational 14,172$   15,286$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 38,915$    33,368$    1,161$    691$       
Equipment 1,889        1,211       735         424         
Interest 0               0              31           236         
Other 1,044        1,355       90           161         
Total nonoperational 41,848$   35,934$   2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 56,020$   51,220$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 47% 44% 22% 
Special education population 19% 15% 12% 
Students per teacher 13.5 11.2 18.5 
Average teacher salary $49,269 $48,132 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $3,677 $4,375 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 10.6 11.5 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 25% 6% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $335 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $0.84 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $3.60 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $18.02 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

162 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,367 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

43 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 15.5%
Plant operations, 19.1%
Food service, 6.4%
Transportation, 2.1%
Student support, 2.7%
Instruction support, 2.3%

Instruction
51.9%

Peer average
50.5%

Paloma Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 201 Students attending: 94
Legislative district(s): 4 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 43.1 42.9 50.8 46.6 48.1 50.5 48.4 51.4 50.1 47.5 48.4 46.2 43.9 49.5 48.2 48.9 51.9

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 115.6%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 891$       1,472$    1,753$    1,318$    
State 6,736      5,857      4,842      3,831      
Local 3,411      2,424      2,654      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 11,038$ 9,753$   9,249$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,569$    6,572$    5,748$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 237         237         239         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 44           44           44           46           
Grants 944         1,470      2,064      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 39           35           69           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 36         45         
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             8 of 10

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 10
0 of 10
3 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,557$      4,348$     4,115$    4,377$    
Administration 1,025        1,065       1,060      844         
Plant operations 869           960          1,004      977         
Food service 441           408          571         422         
Transportation 731           757          427         381         
Student support 312           436          528         679         
Instruction support 527           366          463         461         
Total operational 8,462$     8,340$     8,168$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 144$         159$        917$       691$       
Equipment 715           374          314         424         
Interest 52             31            77           236         
Other 39             40            148         161         
Total nonoperational 950$        604$        1,456$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 9,412$     8,944$     9,624$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 97% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 19% 19% 22% 
Special education population 13% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 15.5 13.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $38,433 $44,961 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,733 $4,257 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 10.5 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 13% 11% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,071 $1,363 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.99 $2.60 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.21 $3.04 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $7.10 $6.71 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

135 153 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,065 $1,060 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

51 58 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 12.8%
Plant operations, 11.5%
Food service, 4.9%
Transportation, 9.1%
Student support, 5.2%
Instruction support, 4.4%

Instruction
52.1%

Peer average
50%

Palominas Elementary School District
Cochise County District size, location: Medium, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 9 and T-9, Achievement peer group 171 Students attending: 961
Legislative district(s): 14 Number of schools: 3
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 55.4 54.9 54.2 55.7 54.3 55.6 55.5 55.9 54.1 53.8 51.5 50.3 51.1 50.5 52.9 53.9 52.1

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 77.9%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 760$       835$       885$       1,318$    
State 2,596      2,795      3,394      3,831      
Local 6,593      6,871      5,302      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,949$   10,501$ 9,581$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,384$    5,545$    5,387$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 242         249         241         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 45           46           46           46           
Grants 798         843         901         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 100         102         98           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 2,478      2,554      10 of 10  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 10
0 of 10
2 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,214$      4,557$     4,386$    4,377$    
Administration 631           651          680         844         
Plant operations 983           1,030       877         977         
Food service 226           235          323         422         
Transportation 306           327          341         381         
Student support 723           788          679         679         
Instruction support 389           401          358         461         
Total operational 7,472$     7,989$     7,644$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 870$         1,002$     651$       691$       
Equipment 529           541          393         424         
Interest 342           328          223         236         
Other 266           283          209         161         
Total nonoperational 2,007$     2,154$     1,476$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 9,479$     10,143$   9,120$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 95% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 90% 90% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 15% 13% 22% 
Special education population 13% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 17.4 18.4 18.5 
Average teacher salary $48,299 $46,837 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,307 $6,016 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 12.7 11.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 17% 18% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,407 $1,278 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $4.03 $3.61 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.65 $2.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.26 $6.15 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

165 147 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $651 $680 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

74 80 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Administration, 8.2%
Plant operations, 12.9%
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Instruction support, 5%

Instruction
57%

Peer average
56.4%

Paradise Valley Unified School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Very large, City
Efficiency peer groups 1 and T-4, Achievement peer group 21 Students attending: 30,741
Legislative district(s): 15, 20, 23, and 28 Number of schools: 44



Paradise Valley USD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 64.0 64.6 62.9 61.8 63.0 62.1 62.4 60.8 60.6 59.8 58.8 55.8 57.1 57.7 57.2 56.4 57.0

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 88.0%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 4,713$    4,611$    3,999$    1,318$    
State 3,250      3,375      4,066      3,831      
Local 1,572      1,472      4,210      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,535$   9,458$   12,275$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,082$    5,130$    5,929$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 228         230         243         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 45           45           49           46           
Grants 1,218      1,187      1,751      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 13           14           138         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 3,506    3,450    
Voter-approved levy increases 343         517         20 of 29  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 29
0 of 29

14 of 29  

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,416$      4,712$     4,541$    4,377$    
Administration 925           987          1,102      844         
Plant operations 1,376        1,307       1,289      977         
Food service 441           476          396         422         
Transportation 384           471          488         381         
Student support 823           899          632         679         
Instruction support 329           369          346         461         
Total operational 8,694$     9,221$     8,794$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 265$         221$        764$       691$       
Equipment 382           655          536         424         
Interest 0               0              221         236         
Other 10             2              78           161         
Total nonoperational 657$        878$        1,599$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 9,351$     10,099$   10,393$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 93% 92% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 81% 79% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 40% 43% 22% 
Special education population 13% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 16.0 15.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $42,783 $48,972 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,513 $4,489 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 10.9 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 25% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $763 $728 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.88 $3.94 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.30 $3.54 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.70 $5.20 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

195 263 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $987 $1,102 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

65 53 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 10.7%
Plant operations, 14.2%
Food service, 5.2%
Transportation, 5.1%
Student support, 9.7%
Instruction support, 4%

Instruction
51.1%

Peer average
50.2%

Parker Unified School District
La Paz County District size, location: Medium, Town
Efficiency peer groups 5 and T-6, Achievement peer group 71 Students attending: 1,875
Legislative district(s): 5 Number of schools: 6
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 55.3 57.3 57.4 57.0 55.1 54.7 54.9 53.8 50.7 52.6 50.5 52.3 51.0 51.0 52.1 50.8 51.1

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 44.7%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 2,671$    2,106$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 3,989      4,313      5,692      3,831      
Local 12,930    14,229    13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 19,590$ 20,648$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 9,768$    10,127$  9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 133         276         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 28           57           57           46           
Grants 2,736      2,144      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 223         257         184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 2,948    3,074    
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 8,881$      9,460$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 2,993        2,530       3,137      844         
Plant operations 2,605        2,696       2,644      977         
Food service 924           951          1,000      422         
Transportation 1,464        1,617       961         381         
Student support 1,083        1,084       601         679         
Instruction support 1,104        1,157       498         461         
Total operational 19,054$   19,495$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 332$         123$        1,161$    691$       
Equipment 1,184        667          735         424         
Interest 0               0              31           236         
Other 67             111          90           161         
Total nonoperational 1,583$     901$        2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 20,637$   20,396$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 23% 26% 22% 
Special education population 17% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 7.6 14.6 18.5 
Average teacher salary $38,338 $49,194 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $2,845 $5,175 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 10.3 14.0 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 20% 7% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $3,314 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.39 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $5.32 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $4.84 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

557 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,530 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

55 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 13%
Plant operations, 13.8%
Food service, 4.9%
Transportation, 8.3%
Student support, 5.6%
Instruction support, 5.9%

Instruction
48.5%

Peer average
50.5%

Patagonia Elementary School District
Santa Cruz County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 181 Students attending: 74
Legislative district(s): 2 Number of schools: 1



Patagonia ESD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 48.1 48.8 50.4 50.7 49.3 46.5 47.8 46.0 45.6 44.4 46.3 47.9 46.4 47.6 44.7 46.6 48.5

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 66.2%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 2,671$    2,106$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 3,989      4,313      5,692      3,831      
Local 12,930    14,229    13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 19,590$ 20,648$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 9,768$    10,127$  9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 133         276         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 28           57           57           46           
Grants 2,736      2,144      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 223         257         184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 2,948    3,074    
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 8,881$      9,460$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 2,993        2,530       3,137      844         
Plant operations 2,605        2,696       2,644      977         
Food service 924           951          1,000      422         
Transportation 1,464        1,617       961         381         
Student support 1,083        1,084       601         679         
Instruction support 1,104        1,157       498         461         
Total operational 19,054$   19,495$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 332$         123$        1,161$    691$       
Equipment 1,184        667          735         424         
Interest 0               0              31           236         
Other 67             111          90           161         
Total nonoperational 1,583$     901$        2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 20,637$   20,396$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 100% 91% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 10% 14% 22% 
Special education population 13% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 7.6 13.1 18.5 
Average teacher salary $38,338 $40,448 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $2,845 $5,163 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 10.3 9.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 20% 19% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $3,314 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.39 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $5.32 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $4.84 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

557 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,530 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

55 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Plant operations, 13.8%
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Instruction support, 5.9%

Instruction
48.5%

Peer average
50.5%

Patagonia Union High School District
Santa Cruz County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 101 Students attending: 75
Legislative district(s): 2 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 48.1 48.8 50.4 50.7 49.3 46.5 47.8 46.0 45.6 44.4 46.3 47.9 46.4 47.6 44.7 46.6 48.5

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 66.2%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,221$    1,069$    2,260$    1,318$    
State 2,459      2,531      4,086      3,831      
Local 5,617      6,108      3,104      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,297$   9,708$   9,450$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,463$    5,462$    5,373$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 233         235         233         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 46           46           46           46           
Grants 1,274      1,118      1,374      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 238         180         56           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,581      1,845      14 of 18  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 18
0 of 18
7 of 18

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,971$      4,182$     4,032$    4,377$    
Administration 741           797          844         844         
Plant operations 1,015        1,008       987         977         
Food service 301           255          409         422         
Transportation 498           544          414         381         
Student support 707           755          607         679         
Instruction support 368           476          481         461         
Total operational 7,601$     8,017$     7,774$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 44$           83$          346$       691$       
Equipment 390           443          390         424         
Interest 668           657          164         236         
Other 24             22            77           161         
Total nonoperational 1,126$     1,205$     977$      1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 8,727$     9,222$     8,751$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 91% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 86% 85% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 24% 24% 22% 
Special education population 14% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 20.0 17.0 18.5 
Average teacher salary $45,229 $44,553 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,484 $5,512 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 13.1 12.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 18% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,573 $1,037 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.96 $2.95 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.53 $3.00 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.73 $5.36 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

176 190 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $797 $844 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

59 69 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments

0%
10%
20%
30%
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100%

Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 9.9%
Plant operations, 12.6%
Food service, 3.2%
Transportation, 6.8%
Student support, 9.4%
Instruction support, 5.9%

Instruction
52.2%

Peer average
52%

Payson Unified School District
Gila County District size, location: Medium-large, Town
Efficiency peer groups 4 and T-8, Achievement peer group 51 Students attending: 2,291
Legislative district(s): 6 Number of schools: 5
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 57.8 60.8 61.5 59.5 59.3 57.4 57.0 58.3 57.2 56.2 55.4 55.4 53.3 52.7 53.9 52.2 52.2

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 44.5%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 8,192$    17,418$  2,908$    1,318$    
State 3,774      4,023      5,692      3,831      
Local 4,725      2,245      13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 16,691$ 23,686$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 7,037$    7,424$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 295         329         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 51           56           57           46           
Grants 1,035      1,644      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 466         1             184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 1,925    0          
Federal impact aid 7,300    15,774  
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,107$      3,940$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 3,040        3,324       3,137      844         
Plant operations 1,791        2,767       2,644      977         
Food service 530           627          1,000      422         
Transportation 245           148          961         381         
Student support 706           530          601         679         
Instruction support 435           436          498         461         
Total operational 10,854$   11,772$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 21$           1$            1,161$    691$       
Equipment 101           1,316       735         424         
Interest 495           515          31           236         
Other 0               0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 617$        1,832$     2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 11,471$   13,604$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 87% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 35% 34% 22% 
Special education population 13% 15% 12% 
Students per teacher 20.4 14.8 18.5 
Average teacher salary $47,025 $46,717 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,340 $4,152 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 2.3 11.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 67% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $482 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.33 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $3.46 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $4.96 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

558 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $3,324 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

46 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Measure did not meet auditors' criteria for reporting.

Administration, 28.2%
Plant operations, 23.5%
Food service, 5.3%
Transportation, 1.3%
Student support, 4.5%
Instruction support, 3.7%

Instruction
33.5%

Peer average
50.5%

Peach Springs Unified School District
Mohave County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 191 Students attending: 184
Legislative district(s): 7 Number of schools: 1



Peach Springs USD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 57.2 59.4 57.8 55.0 60.6 61.3 22.8 53.7 41.3 54.1 41.2 43.9 42.6 42.5 39.2 37.8 33.5

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets IIsolated
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 55.1%, Varying

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  IImpact Aid Fund reserve
Current financial and internal control status NNoncompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 866$       1,151$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 4,411      4,684      5,692      3,831      
Local 7,645      7,815      13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 12,922$ 13,650$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 7,341$    7,732$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 295         311         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 48           54           57           46           
Grants 870         1,153      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 134         313         184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 5,365    5,605    
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 7,377$      7,678$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 2,251        2,441       3,137      844         
Plant operations 2,017        2,076       2,644      977         
Food service 482           591          1,000      422         
Transportation 352           376          961         381         
Student support 288           364          601         679         
Instruction support 188           199          498         461         
Total operational 12,955$   13,725$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 0$             0$            1,161$    691$       
Equipment 289           373          735         424         
Interest 24             20            31           236         
Other 0               0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 313$        393$        2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 13,268$   14,118$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 96% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 27% 26% 22% 
Special education population 13% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 14.0 14.6 18.5 
Average teacher salary $51,800 $49,194 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $3,675 $5,175 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 13.6 14.0 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 0% 7% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $677 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.23 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $4.09 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.97 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

298 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,441 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

30 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Administration, 17.8%
Plant operations, 15.1%
Food service, 4.3%
Transportation, 2.7%
Student support, 2.7%
Instruction support, 1.5%

Instruction
55.9%

Peer average
50.5%

Pearce Elementary School District
Cochise County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 181 Students attending: 98
Legislative district(s): 14 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 56.9 58.8 58.6 54.6 52.4 53.9 54.4 55.3 56.1 55.1 54.1 58.0 53.3 54.6 55.0 56.9 55.9

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend FFrozen taxes, Unfunded

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,054$    1,171$    1,522$    1,318$    
State 4,459      4,488      4,236      3,831      
Local 2,604      2,585      3,488      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,117$   8,244$   9,246$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 4,885$    4,942$    5,133$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 228         231         235         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 43           43           44           46           
Grants 1,110      1,220      1,543      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 32           35           45           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,245      1,347      10 of 10  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 10
0 of 10
2 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,475$      3,968$     4,304$    4,377$    
Administration 757           815          796         844         
Plant operations 736           806          837         977         
Food service 610           603          566         422         
Transportation 180           180          303         381         
Student support 556           607          671         679         
Instruction support 442           419          511         461         
Total operational 6,756$     7,398$     7,988$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 273$         77$          499$       691$       
Equipment 437           416          357         424         
Interest 106           121          361         236         
Other 285           176          168         161         
Total nonoperational 1,101$     790$        1,385$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,857$     8,188$     9,373$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 96% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 25% 25% 22% 
Special education population 10% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 21.6 19.1 18.5 
Average teacher salary $53,818 $43,084 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $3,656 $4,885 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 10.2 8.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 21% 30% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,221 $1,178 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $6.01 $5.31 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.51 $2.77 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.21 $6.23 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

130 135 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $815 $796 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

93 75 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 11%
Plant operations, 10.9%
Food service, 8.2%
Transportation, 2.4%
Student support, 8.2%
Instruction support, 5.7%

Instruction
53.6%

Peer average
54.1%

Pendergast Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Large, City
Efficiency peer groups 7 and T-2, Achievement peer group 131 Students attending: 9,607
Legislative district(s): 19 and 29 Number of schools: 12
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 58.9 57.0 59.0 59.1 58.9 59.3 56.2 56.3 56.0 55.1 55.5 54.2 52.5 51.3 53.5 51.4 53.6

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 66.9%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 652$       653$       885$       1,318$    
State 3,909      3,916      3,394      3,831      
Local 3,787      4,011      5,302      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,348$   8,580$   9,581$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,153$    5,199$    5,387$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 235         238         241         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 46           46           46           46           
Grants 692         709         901         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 90           88           98           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,192      1,433      10 of 10  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 10
0 of 10
2 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,904$      4,288$     4,386$    4,377$    
Administration 731           723          680         844         
Plant operations 701           760          877         977         
Food service 317           325          323         422         
Transportation 237           271          341         381         
Student support 708           773          679         679         
Instruction support 347           394          358         461         
Total operational 6,945$     7,534$     7,644$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 721$         603$        651$       691$       
Equipment 356           426          393         424         
Interest 274           275          223         236         
Other 182           152          209         161         
Total nonoperational 1,533$     1,456$     1,476$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 8,478$     8,990$     9,120$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 95% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 94% 90% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 14% 13% 22% 
Special education population 12% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 18.2 18.4 18.5 
Average teacher salary $48,595 $46,837 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,332 $6,016 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 11.3 11.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 17% 18% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,361 $1,278 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.85 $3.61 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.92 $2.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.70 $6.15 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

133 147 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $723 $680 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

91 80 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 9.6%
Plant operations, 10.1%
Food service, 4.3%
Transportation, 3.6%
Student support, 10.2%
Instruction support, 5.3%

Instruction
56.9%

Peer average
56.4%

Peoria Unified School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Very large, Suburb
Efficiency peer groups 1 and T-4, Achievement peer group 21 Students attending: 35,283
Legislative district(s): 20, 21, 22, and 29 Number of schools: 41
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 61.9 61.5 61.4 61.5 60.0 60.6 59.6 59.8 60.5 59.6 57.2 57.6 56.0 57.9 54.9 56.2 56.9

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results MMixed election results
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 11.7%, Varying

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 2,899$    3,153$    1,848$    1,318$    
State 3,323      3,361      3,857      3,831      
Local 7,259      7,524      4,627      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 13,481$ 14,038$ 10,332$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,139$    5,164$    5,145$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 240         240         236         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 45           44           43           46           
Grants 3,051      3,310      1,915      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 58           78           54           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 1,711$    1,746$    
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 2,666      2,751      19 of 19  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 19
0 of 19
0 of 19

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 5,338$      5,511$     4,164$    4,377$    
Administration 983           1,024       974         844         
Plant operations 1,329        1,381       909         977         
Food service 623           618          640         422         
Transportation 320           367          327         381         
Student support 1,147        1,209       626         679         
Instruction support 1,037        962          559         461         
Total operational 10,777$   11,072$   8,199$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 293$         1,361$     924$       691$       
Equipment 619           664          582         424         
Interest 299           298          255         236         
Other 30             33            146         161         
Total nonoperational 1,241$     2,356$     1,907$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 12,018$   13,428$   10,106$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 44% 44% 22% 
Special education population 11% 10% 12% 
Students per teacher 16.5 19.1 18.5 
Average teacher salary $48,987 $52,696 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $1,695 $4,542 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 10.3 10.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 26% 22% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,668 $1,178 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $7.08 $5.31 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.63 $2.75 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $7.54 $6.31 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

183 147 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,024 $974 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

47 68 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 9.2%
Plant operations, 12.5%
Food service, 5.6%
Transportation, 3.3%
Student support, 10.9%
Instruction support, 8.7%

Instruction
49.8%

Peer average
51.3%

Phoenix Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Medium-large, City
Efficiency peer groups 8 and T-2, Achievement peer group 151 Students attending: 6,384
Legislative district(s): 24, 27, and 30 Number of schools: 13
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 54.8 55.3 54.3 54.1 57.1 55.1 54.0 56.3 53.8 50.9 49.1 48.8 48.0 48.3 49.2 49.5 49.8

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 110.0%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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Spending by operational area
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,277$    1,485$    885$       1,318$    
State 2,872      2,852      3,394      3,831      
Local 7,999      8,343      5,302      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 12,148$ 12,680$ 9,581$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,654$    5,636$    5,387$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 247         248         241         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 47           47           46           46           
Grants 1,291      1,516      901         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 27           28           98           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 2,043$    2,029$    
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 2,146      2,674      10 of 10  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 10
0 of 10
2 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 5,611$      5,805$     4,386$    4,377$    
Administration 932           1,056       680         844         
Plant operations 1,331        1,448       877         977         
Food service 380           392          323         422         
Transportation 457           412          341         381         
Student support 1,081        1,110       679         679         
Instruction support 591           615          358         461         
Total operational 10,383$   10,838$   7,644$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 1,034$      819$        651$       691$       
Equipment 519           598          393         424         
Interest 394           468          223         236         
Other 35             46            209         161         
Total nonoperational 1,982$     1,931$     1,476$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 12,365$   12,769$   9,120$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 89% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 83% 88% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 32% 29% 22% 
Special education population 11% 10% 12% 
Students per teacher 18.3 21.6 18.5 
Average teacher salary $62,782 $57,269 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $7,969 $7,589 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 13.3 11.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 8% 18% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $991 $1,809 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile N/A $4.15 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.64 $2.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $8.81 $6.15 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

164 147 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,056 $680 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

37 80 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Administration, 9.7%
Plant operations, 13.4%
Food service, 3.6%
Transportation, 3.8%
Student support, 10.2%
Instruction support, 5.7%

Instruction
53.6%

Peer average
56.4%

Phoenix Union High School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Very large, City
Efficiency peer groups 1 and T-5, Achievement peer group 91 Students attending: 27,016
Legislative district(s): 19, 24, 27, 28, 29, and 30 Number of schools: 16
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 52.5 52.0 53.1 54.3 55.3 56.8 57.1 56.1 55.6 54.9 56.2 54.5 55.0 54.7 55.4 54.0 53.6

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Total operational and instructional spending 
per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 66.1%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady

Arizona School District Spending—Fiscal Year 2017 |  March 2018  |  Report 18-203



PAGE 284

Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,496$    1,450$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 1,775      1,826      5,692      3,831      
Local 7,302      6,487      13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 10,573$ 9,763$   21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,842$    6,278$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 286         254         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 59           46           57           46           
Grants 1,577      1,537      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 29           42           184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 702         600         7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 5,332$      4,601$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 1,593        1,684       3,137      844         
Plant operations 1,202        1,163       2,644      977         
Food service 849           924          1,000      422         
Transportation 577           507          961         381         
Student support 297           377          601         679         
Instruction support 108           114          498         461         
Total operational 9,958$     9,370$     17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 21$           0$            1,161$    691$       
Equipment 209           346          735         424         
Interest 5               21            31           236         
Other 1               0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 236$        367$        2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 10,194$   9,737$     19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 27% 26% 22% 
Special education population 9% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 14.6 14.6 18.5 
Average teacher salary $44,494 $49,194 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,064 $5,175 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 10.5 14.0 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 0% 7% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $476 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.26 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $3.63 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $7.59 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

153 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,684 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

64 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 18%
Plant operations, 12.4%
Food service, 9.9%
Transportation, 5.4%
Student support, 4%
Instruction support, 1.2%

Instruction
49.1%

Peer average
50.5%

Picacho Elementary School District
Pinal County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 181 Students attending: 175
Legislative district(s): 8 and 11 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 55.0 52.7 55.9 48.5 54.1 55.8 52.3 57.9 55.6 56.2 51.8 52.3 51.9 55.3 53.6 53.5 49.1

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 55.0%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  LLess than 1 year
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 684$       596$       3,999$    1,318$    
State 5,742      5,890      4,066      3,831      
Local 1,693      1,543      4,210      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,119$   8,029$   12,275$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,952$    6,057$    5,929$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 262         267         243         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 50           50           49           46           
Grants 700         605         1,751      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 138         61           138         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 189         186         20 of 29  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 29
0 of 29

14 of 29  

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,010$      4,371$     4,541$    4,377$    
Administration 835           916          1,102      844         
Plant operations 763           661          1,289      977         
Food service 425           370          396         422         
Transportation 183           188          488         381         
Student support 307           290          632         679         
Instruction support 224           215          346         461         
Total operational 6,747$     7,011$     8,794$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 270$         83$          764$       691$       
Equipment 348           223          536         424         
Interest 15             18            221         236         
Other 1               2              78           161         
Total nonoperational 634$        326$        1,599$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,381$     7,337$     10,393$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 88% 85% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 25% 24% 22% 
Special education population 16% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 15.6 17.0 18.5 
Average teacher salary $35,771 $44,553 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,587 $5,512 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 13.3 12.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 7% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $816 $728 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $5.45 $3.94 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.29 $3.54 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $4.67 $5.20 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

142 263 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $916 $1,102 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

65 53 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 13.1%
Plant operations, 9.4%
Food service, 5.3%
Transportation, 2.7%
Student support, 4.1%
Instruction support, 3.1%

Instruction
62.3%

Peer average
50.2%

Pima Unified School District
Graham County District size, location: Medium, Town
Efficiency peer groups 5 and T-6, Achievement peer group 51 Students attending: 810
Legislative district(s): 14 Number of schools: 4
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 59.9 61.5 61.0 58.7 59.6 57.6 60.9 60.4 60.3 57.8 59.0 57.2 59.6 61.5 61.4 59.4 62.3

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated

PAGE 287

Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 77.6%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 2,015$    1,727$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 3,537      3,696      5,692      3,831      
Local 17,722    20,121    13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 23,274$ 25,544$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,799$    7,466$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 264         289         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 58           62           57           46           
Grants 2,778      2,139      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 350         412         184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 15,367  16,638  
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 11,961$    13,650$    8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 2,914        3,496       3,137      844         
Plant operations 2,863        3,059       2,644      977         
Food service 1,019        1,091       1,000      422         
Transportation 1,536        1,788       961         381         
Student support 1,328        985          601         679         
Instruction support 949           967          498         461         
Total operational 22,570$   25,036$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 813$         822$        1,161$    691$       
Equipment 375           406          735         424         
Interest 17             0              31           236         
Other 230           38            90           161         
Total nonoperational 1,435$     1,266$     2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 24,005$   26,302$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 22% 19% 22% 
Special education population 16% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 6.7 13.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $49,282 $44,961 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $3,079 $4,257 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 13.9 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 0% 11% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $2,449 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.79 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $8.19 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.34 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

573 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $3,496 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

29 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 14%
Plant operations, 12.2%
Food service, 4.4%
Transportation, 7.1%
Student support, 3.9%
Instruction support, 3.9%

Instruction
54.5%

Peer average
50.5%

Pine Strawberry Elementary School District
Gila County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 171 Students attending: 116
Legislative district(s): 6 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 51.5 55.2 55.7 52.6 54.8 49.7 48.5 50.7 47.4 49.6 49.2 51.9 49.7 48.8 51.5 53.0 54.5

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 336.5%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status NNoncompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment

Arizona School District Spending—Fiscal Year 2017 |  March 2018  |  Report 18-203



PAGE 290

Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 

Arizona Auditor General Arizona School District Spending—Fiscal Year 2017 |  March 2018  |  Report 18-203

1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 9,212$    9,215$    3,999$    1,318$    
State 7,307      6,701      4,066      3,831      
Local 1,911      877         4,210      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 18,430$ 16,793$ 12,275$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,121$    6,399$    5,929$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 243         254         243         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 51           53           49           46           
Grants 2,481      2,615      1,751      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 7             1             138         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 6,796    6,664    
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             20 of 29  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 29
0 of 29

14 of 29  

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 6,422$      6,360$     4,541$    4,377$    
Administration 2,271        1,987       1,102      844         
Plant operations 3,022        3,393       1,289      977         
Food service 734           803          396         422         
Transportation 1,394        1,291       488         381         
Student support 1,317        1,149       632         679         
Instruction support 1,229        927          346         461         
Total operational 16,389$   15,910$   8,794$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 179$         196$        764$       691$       
Equipment 1,330        1,175       536         424         
Interest 69             68            221         236         
Other 36             35            78           161         
Total nonoperational 1,614$     1,474$     1,599$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 18,003$   17,384$   10,393$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 91% 92% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 71% 79% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 42% 43% 22% 
Special education population 10% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 14.0 15.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $54,120 $48,972 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $3,589 $4,489 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 9.5 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 23% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $2,174 $1,267 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.46 $1.93 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.52 $3.54 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $9.46 $5.20 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

359 263 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,987 $1,102 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

36 53 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 12.5%
Plant operations, 21.3%
Food service, 5.1%
Transportation, 8.1%
Student support, 7.2%
Instruction support, 5.8%

Instruction
40%

Peer average
50.2%

Piñon Unified School District
Navajo County District size, location: Medium, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 5 and T-10, Achievement peer group 71 Students attending: 1,104
Legislative district(s): 7 Number of schools: 3
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 44.9 51.5 52.0 49.8 45.8 42.0 40.7 42.1 37.7 35.0 36.5 38.9 37.7 41.2 42.4 39.2 40.0

Instructional spending percentage
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OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Administrative costs per student5-year spending trend (2012 through 2017)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 44.7%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  IImpact Aid Fund reserve
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,279$    1,136$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 13,332    9,127      5,692      3,831      
Local 3,532      3,678      13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 18,143$ 13,941$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,958$    6,252$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 263         271         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 47           53           57           46           
Grants 8,937      4,093      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 38           50           184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 1,247    1,399    
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,565$      4,411$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 1,922        2,123       3,137      844         
Plant operations 1,031        937          2,644      977         
Food service 748           674          1,000      422         
Transportation 358           621          961         381         
Student support 626           457          601         679         
Instruction support 60             12            498         461         
Total operational 9,310$     9,235$     17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 7,660$      2,986$     1,161$    691$       
Equipment 370           1,248       735         424         
Interest 0               0              31           236         
Other 24             40            90           161         
Total nonoperational 8,054$     4,274$     2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 17,364$   13,509$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 93% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 33% 34% 22% 
Special education population 13% 15% 12% 
Students per teacher 15.0 14.8 18.5 
Average teacher salary $42,809 $46,717 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $2,658 $4,152 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 10.2 11.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 0% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,549 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $6.03 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $4.09 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $2.91 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

322 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,123 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

36 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 23%
Plant operations, 10.2%
Food service, 7.3%
Transportation, 6.7%
Student support, 4.9%
Instruction support, 0.1%

Instruction
47.8%

Peer average
50.5%

Pomerene Elementary School District
Cochise County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 191 Students attending: 90
Legislative district(s): 14 Number of schools: 1



Pomerene ESD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 56.9 56.7 54.6 53.3 52.3 54.8 53.9 56.2 61.6 54.0 62.9 53.9 51.6 52.1 51.4 49.0 47.8

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 44.5%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 953$       946$       781$       1,318$    
State 1,905      2,417      3,243      3,831      
Local 5,505      5,614      5,097      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,363$   8,977$   9,121$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,571$    5,207$    5,442$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 252         237         240         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 49           46           47           46           
Grants 1,078      1,374      866         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 234         210         157         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 521         525         13 of 15  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 15
0 of 15
3 of 15

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,824$      3,750$     3,991$    4,377$    
Administration 898           717          837         844         
Plant operations 898           929          965         977         
Food service 355           339          324         422         
Transportation 380           423          433         381         
Student support 777           823          640         679         
Instruction support 324           496          338         461         
Total operational 7,456$     7,477$     7,528$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 33$           1,533$     890$       691$       
Equipment 107           490          406         424         
Interest 26             61            258         236         
Other 71             85            146         161         
Total nonoperational 237$        2,169$     1,700$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,693$     9,646$     9,228$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 95% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) NR 90% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 14% 13% 22% 
Special education population 10% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 19.6 18.4 18.5 
Average teacher salary $42,546 $46,837 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,211 $6,016 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 10.1 11.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 18% 18% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,700 $1,278 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.38 $3.61 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.79 $3.04 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.28 $6.01 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

176 157 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $717 $837 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

65 69 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Administration, 9.6%
Plant operations, 12.4%
Food service, 4.5%
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Instruction support, 6.6%

Instruction
50.2%

Peer average
53.1%

Prescott Unified School District
Yavapai County District size, location: Medium-large, City
Efficiency peer groups 3 and T-4, Achievement peer group 21 Students attending: 3,843
Legislative district(s): 1 Number of schools: 6
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 61.3 61.2 62.6 61.5 60.5 61.5 62.3 62.2 61.6 57.5 58.3 55.7 54.8 53.6 53.1 51.3 50.2

Instructional spending percentage
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Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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$6,756 

$7,477 

$4,141 $3,750 

$0

$2,500

$5,000

$7,500

$10,000

$12,500

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Total operational spending per pupil     Instructional spending per pupil

Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets IIsolated
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 33.3%, Increasing

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students LLarge decrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,244$    1,146$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 1,351      1,635      5,692      3,831      
Local 7,829      8,477      13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 10,424$ 11,258$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,826$    8,171$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 270         317         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 51           59           57           46           
Grants 1,519      1,146      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 21           53           184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,902$      4,718$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 1,594        2,047       3,137      844         
Plant operations 1,463        1,684       2,644      977         
Food service 694           790          1,000      422         
Transportation 788           861          961         381         
Student support 448           574          601         679         
Instruction support 309           72            498         461         
Total operational 9,198$     10,746$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 382$         0$            1,161$    691$       
Equipment 421           451          735         424         
Interest 12             7              31           236         
Other 0               0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 815$        458$        2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 10,013$   11,204$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 93% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 20% 19% 22% 
Special education population 11% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 16.3 13.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $44,115 $44,961 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,872 $4,257 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 7.0 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 36% 11% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $751 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.47 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $3.36 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.70 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

295 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,047 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

36 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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100%

Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 19%
Plant operations, 15.7%
Food service, 7.4%
Transportation, 8%
Student support, 5.3%
Instruction support, 0.7%

Instruction
43.9%

Peer average
50.5%

Quartzsite Elementary School District
La Paz County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 171 Students attending: 180
Legislative district(s): 5 Number of schools: 2
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 47.3 49.6 49.6 46.3 48.2 49.6 50.7 48.8 49.4 49.6 46.4 45.7 53.2 49.4 49.2 42.4 43.9

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 77.1%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 678$       572$       781$       1,318$    
State 3,735      3,878      3,243      3,831      
Local 3,966      4,824      5,097      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,379$   9,274$   9,121$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,452$    5,415$    5,442$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 246         245         240         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 41           40           47           46           
Grants 804         672         866         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 56           57           157         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 997         1,728      13 of 15  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 15
0 of 15
3 of 15

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,368$      4,054$     3,991$    4,377$    
Administration 827           744          837         844         
Plant operations 924           1,004       965         977         
Food service 360           341          324         422         
Transportation 356           389          433         381         
Student support 522           587          640         679         
Instruction support 251           237          338         461         
Total operational 6,608$     7,356$     7,528$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 2,823$      965$        890$       691$       
Equipment 317           615          406         424         
Interest 377           265          258         236         
Other 421           249          146         161         
Total nonoperational 3,938$     2,094$     1,700$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 10,546$   9,450$     9,228$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 95% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 93% 93% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 7% 7% 22% 
Special education population 12% 11% 12% 
Students per teacher 19.7 18.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $49,955 $44,253 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,979 $5,557 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 11.4 11.2 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 19% 21% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $925 $1,207 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.68 $4.28 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.04 $3.04 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $7.35 $6.01 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

137 157 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $744 $837 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

88 69 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 10.1%
Plant operations, 13.7%
Food service, 4.6%
Transportation, 5.3%
Student support, 8%
Instruction support, 3.2%

Instruction
55.1%

Peer average
53.1%

Queen Creek Unified School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Medium-large, Suburb
Efficiency peer groups 3 and T-3, Achievement peer group 11 Students attending: 6,406
Legislative district(s): 12 and 16 Number of schools: 8
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 50.5 51.2 49.7 52.7 57.1 57.8 60.0 60.7 59.7 59.9 56.3 53.6 51.2 50.3 50.5 51.0 55.1

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 55.3%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,517$    1,238$    2,411$    1,318$    
State 4,507      3,628      3,824      3,831      
Local 3,573      5,662      7,054      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,597$   10,528$ 13,289$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,955$    7,019$    7,159$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 266         285         285         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 53           56           57           46           
Grants 2,025      1,310      1,876      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 90           88           246         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,221      1,336      15 of 20  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 20
4 of 20
5 of 20

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 5,130$      5,358$     5,470$    4,377$    
Administration 1,290        1,413       1,784      844         
Plant operations 1,354        1,322       1,587      977         
Food service 358           358          534         422         
Transportation 469           538          571         381         
Student support 699           693          642         679         
Instruction support 172           186          423         461         
Total operational 9,472$     9,868$     11,011$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 558$         130$        437$       691$       
Equipment 330           285          479         424         
Interest 42             22            179         236         
Other 24             24            45           161         
Total nonoperational 954$        461$        1,140$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 10,426$   10,329$   12,151$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 89% 85% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 23% 24% 22% 
Special education population 11% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 13.8 17.0 18.5 
Average teacher salary $45,363 $44,553 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,011 $5,512 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 18.4 12.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 10% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,727 $1,267 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.42 $1.93 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $4.19 $3.70 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $2.86 $4.85 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

462 348 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,413 $1,784 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

38 44 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 14.3%
Plant operations, 13.4%
Food service, 3.6%
Transportation, 5.5%
Student support, 7%
Instruction support, 1.9%

Instruction
54.3%

Peer average
48.7%

Ray Unified School District
Pinal County District size, location: Small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 6 and T-10, Achievement peer group 51 Students attending: 414
Legislative district(s): 8 Number of schools: 2
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 55.0 57.3 57.3 58.3 59.2 55.4 57.5 55.5 54.5 55.8 52.1 51.8 54.9 54.0 52.9 54.2 54.3

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 110.6%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 16,346$  11,551$  2,411$    1,318$    
State 7,872      9,052      3,824      3,831      
Local 931         909         7,054      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 25,149$ 21,512$ 13,289$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 8,278$    9,582$    7,159$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 290         321         285         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 60           65           57           46           
Grants 4,456      4,215      1,876      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 12           12           246         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 6,406    7,438    
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             15 of 20  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 20
4 of 20
5 of 20

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 6,027$      7,155$     5,470$    4,377$    
Administration 2,922        3,429       1,784      844         
Plant operations 2,939        3,319       1,587      977         
Food service 566           497          534         422         
Transportation 1,217        1,534       571         381         
Student support 1,857        2,069       642         679         
Instruction support 840           757          423         461         
Total operational 16,368$   18,760$   11,011$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 6,026$      270$        437$       691$       
Equipment 221           381          479         424         
Interest 0               0              179         236         
Other 85             15            45           161         
Total nonoperational 6,332$     666$        1,140$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 22,700$   19,426$   12,151$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 90% 92% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 78% 79% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 41% 43% 22% 
Special education population 14% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 11.0 15.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $43,851 $48,972 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $1,840 $4,489 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 17.8 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 0% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,624 $1,267 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.44 $1.93 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.79 $3.70 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $7.76 $4.85 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

428 348 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $3,429 $1,784 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

21 44 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 18.3%
Plant operations, 17.7%
Food service, 2.7%
Transportation, 8.2%
Student support, 11%
Instruction support, 4%

Instruction
38.1%

Peer average
48.7%

Red Mesa Unified School District
Apache County District size, location: Small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 6 and T-10, Achievement peer group 71 Students attending: 532
Legislative district(s): 7 Number of schools: 5
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 43.6 45.4 42.9 42.0 43.9 42.6 40.4 38.6 38.7 40.9 40.6 39.9 38.6 31.6 36.1 36.8 38.1

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 227.1%, Increasing

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students LLarge decrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 794$       522$       2,395$    1,318$    
State 4,179      4,149      4,806      3,831      
Local 3,497      3,308      4,236      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,470$   7,979$   11,437$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,195$    6,011$    6,815$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 271         261         269         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 51           46           50           46           
Grants 833         555         1,792      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 48           50           341         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             6 of 12

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 12
0 of 12
3 of 12

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,751$      4,528$     4,993$    4,377$    
Administration 1,287        1,408       1,231      844         
Plant operations 741           642          1,125      977         
Food service 646           504          549         422         
Transportation 26             110          575         381         
Student support 385           396          606         679         
Instruction support 333           464          397         461         
Total operational 8,169$     8,052$     9,476$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 334$         293$        194$       691$       
Equipment 166           121          329         424         
Interest 0               0              167         236         
Other 0               0              91           161         
Total nonoperational 500$        414$        781$      1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 8,669$     8,466$     10,257$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 97% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 18% 19% 22% 
Special education population 18% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 16.2 13.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $41,083 $44,961 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,650 $4,257 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 9.8 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 31% 11% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $404 $921 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.36 $2.98 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.96 $3.41 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $1.76 $6.81 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

364 153 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,408 $1,231 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

54 54 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 17.5%
Plant operations, 8%
Food service, 6.2%
Transportation, 1.4%
Student support, 4.9%
Instruction support, 5.8%

Instruction
56.2%

Peer average
52.5%

Red Rock Elementary School District
Pinal County District size, location: Small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 10 and T-7, Achievement peer group 171 Students attending: 324
Legislative district(s): 11 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 58.5 55.8 52.2 51.6 55.5 54.9 54.3 66.1 48.4 55.3 49.1 51.7 58.1 61.9 59.9 58.2 56.2

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 22.0%, Varying

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  LLess than 1 year
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 2,043$    2,212$    1,848$    1,318$    
State 652         510         3,857      3,831      
Local 14,511    14,059    4,627      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 17,206$ 16,781$ 10,332$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,264$    5,183$    5,145$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 230         226         236         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 42           40           43           46           
Grants 2,088      1,902      1,915      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 38           37           54           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 7,839      8,015      19 of 19  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 19
0 of 19
0 of 19

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,762$      4,000$     4,164$    4,377$    
Administration 1,567        1,453       974         844         
Plant operations 1,032        1,052       909         977         
Food service 606           622          640         422         
Transportation 410           368          327         381         
Student support 490           511          626         679         
Instruction support 607           614          559         461         
Total operational 8,474$     8,620$     8,199$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 18,064$    6,056$     924$       691$       
Equipment 3,820        3,526       582         424         
Interest 1,378        1,655       255         236         
Other 251           71            146         161         
Total nonoperational 23,513$   11,308$   1,907$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 31,987$   19,928$   10,106$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 96% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 29% 25% 22% 
Special education population 12% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 19.7 19.1 18.5 
Average teacher salary $37,360 $43,084 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,158 $4,885 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 6.6 8.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 18% 30% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $738 $942 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.26 $6.81 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.48 $2.75 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $4.11 $6.31 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

256 147 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,453 $974 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

43 68 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Administration, 16.9%
Plant operations, 12.2%
Food service, 7.2%
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Student support, 5.9%
Instruction support, 7.1%

Instruction
46.4%

Peer average
51.3%

Riverside Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Medium, City
Efficiency peer groups 8 and T-1, Achievement peer group 131 Students attending: 907
Legislative district(s): 19 Number of schools: 3
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 48.5 49.0 57.3 58.6 53.8 52.4 50.2 57.5 57.7 51.5 46.0 46.0 45.8 44.3 45.3 44.4 46.4

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 55.6%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 3,083$    3,047$    1,522$    1,318$    
State 4,166      4,175      4,236      3,831      
Local 4,687      4,663      3,488      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 11,936$ 11,885$ 9,246$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,071$    5,172$    5,133$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 233         237         235         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 43           43           44           46           
Grants 2,897      2,760      1,543      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 40           35           45           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 1,495$    1,533$    
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,860      1,779      10 of 10  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 10
0 of 10
2 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,911$      4,738$     4,304$    4,377$    
Administration 1,164        1,096       796         844         
Plant operations 1,232        1,119       837         977         
Food service 760           670          566         422         
Transportation 365           388          303         381         
Student support 1,048        1,015       671         679         
Instruction support 892           700          511         461         
Total operational 10,372$   9,726$     7,988$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 189$         34$          499$       691$       
Equipment 148           456          357         424         
Interest 325           1,991       361         236         
Other 51             9              168         161         
Total nonoperational 713$        2,490$     1,385$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 11,085$   12,216$   9,373$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 93% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 34% 35% 22% 
Special education population 13% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 19.2 18.1 18.5 
Average teacher salary $48,986 $45,606 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,181 $5,189 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 9.3 8.5 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 22% 32% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider NR $1,178 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile NR $5.31 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.60 $2.77 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.66 $6.23 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

168 135 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,096 $796 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

51 75 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 11.3%
Plant operations, 11.5%
Food service, 6.9%
Transportation, 4%
Student support, 10.4%
Instruction support, 7.2%

Instruction
48.7%

Peer average
54.1%

Roosevelt Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Large, City
Efficiency peer groups 7 and T-2, Achievement peer group 141 Students attending: 8,854
Legislative district(s): 27 Number of schools: 18
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 55.9 58.6 58.6 59.1 58.2 59.7 58.6 56.4 54.6 52.1 48.6 46.4 43.5 44.0 44.4 47.3 48.7

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets OOperating and capital
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 11.6%, Increasing

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 876$       1,048$    3,999$    1,318$    
State 975         905         4,066      3,831      
Local 7,223      6,038      4,210      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,074$   7,991$   12,275$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,659$    5,407$    5,929$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 245         236         243         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 51           48           49           46           
Grants 1,237      1,351      1,751      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 59           45           138         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,609      1,238      20 of 29  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 29
0 of 29

14 of 29  

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,463$      3,991$     4,541$    4,377$    
Administration 883           848          1,102      844         
Plant operations 1,444        1,367       1,289      977         
Food service 301           262          396         422         
Transportation 374           344          488         381         
Student support 863           746          632         679         
Instruction support 406           321          346         461         
Total operational 8,734$     7,879$     8,794$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 355$         246$        764$       691$       
Equipment 171           41            536         424         
Interest 207           184          221         236         
Other 26             1              78           161         
Total nonoperational 759$        472$        1,599$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 9,493$     8,351$     10,393$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 92% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 83% 85% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 25% 24% 22% 
Special education population 15% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 20.1 17.0 18.5 
Average teacher salary $41,845 $44,553 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,546 $5,512 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 12.1 12.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 17% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $725 $1,267 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.11 $1.93 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $4.79 $3.54 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $3.21 $5.20 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

426 263 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $848 $1,102 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

63 53 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 10.7%
Plant operations, 17.3%
Food service, 3.3%
Transportation, 4.4%
Student support, 9.5%
Instruction support, 4.1%

Instruction
50.7%

Peer average
50.2%

Round Valley Unified School District
Apache County District size, location: Medium, Town
Efficiency peer groups 5 and T-10, Achievement peer group 51 Students attending: 1,246
Legislative district(s): 7 Number of schools: 3



Round Valley USD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 58.3 56.6 55.4 55.0 55.1 52.5 54.2 54.3 52.8 52.5 53.5 52.6 51.8 52.3 50.6 51.1 50.7

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 66.6%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 13,231$  12,042$  2,395$    1,318$    
State 7,148      7,377      4,806      3,831      
Local 2,193      2,225      4,236      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 22,572$ 21,644$ 11,437$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 7,200$    7,438$    6,815$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 298         293         269         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 44           47           50           46           
Grants 7,212      4,651      1,792      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 960         1,512      341         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 6,020    7,394    
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             6 of 12

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 12
0 of 12
3 of 12

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 8,757$      10,003$    4,993$    4,377$    
Administration 2,581        2,729       1,231      844         
Plant operations 2,016        2,551       1,125      977         
Food service 856           975          549         422         
Transportation 1,032        1,315       575         381         
Student support 1,561        2,201       606         679         
Instruction support 2,121        1,672       397         461         
Total operational 18,924$   21,446$   9,476$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 537$         746$        194$       691$       
Equipment 1,265        1,066       329         424         
Interest 0               0              167         236         
Other 582           599          91           161         
Total nonoperational 2,384$     2,411$     781$      1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 21,308$   23,857$   10,257$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 89% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 37% 34% 22% 
Special education population 24% 15% 12% 
Students per teacher 11.1 14.8 18.5 
Average teacher salary $49,813 $46,717 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,129 $4,152 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 13.1 11.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 14% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,808 $1,037 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $4.49 $2.95 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $4.03 $3.41 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $8.91 $6.81 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

286 153 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,729 $1,231 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

32 54 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Administration, 12.7%
Plant operations, 11.9%
Food service, 4.6%
Transportation, 6.1%
Student support, 10.3%
Instruction support, 7.8%

Instruction
46.6%

Peer average
52.5%

Sacaton Elementary School District
Pinal County District size, location: Small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 10 and T-8, Achievement peer group 191 Students attending: 520
Legislative district(s): 8 Number of schools: 2



Sacaton ESD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 45.5 43.9 48.5 46.7 53.7 50.4 52.9 47.2 49.9 46.0 49.8 46.5 44.6 43.6 45.4 46.3 46.6

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 55.2%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,253$    1,156$    3,999$    1,318$    
State 561         617         4,066      3,831      
Local 9,050      9,028      4,210      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 10,864$ 10,801$ 12,275$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,982$    5,905$    5,929$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 254         255         243         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 46           45           49           46           
Grants 1,316      1,355      1,751      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 41           43           138         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 2,271      2,382      20 of 29  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 29
0 of 29

14 of 29  

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,836$      4,167$     4,541$    4,377$    
Administration 934           1,052       1,102      844         
Plant operations 1,115        1,192       1,289      977         
Food service 448           492          396         422         
Transportation 440           514          488         381         
Student support 509           477          632         679         
Instruction support 494           498          346         461         
Total operational 7,776$     8,392$     8,794$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 1,522$      1,366$     764$       691$       
Equipment 820           225          536         424         
Interest 886           609          221         236         
Other 22             21            78           161         
Total nonoperational 3,250$     2,221$     1,599$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 11,026$   10,613$   10,393$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 99% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 98% 88% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 17% 15% 22% 
Special education population 15% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 18.0 15.7 18.5 
Average teacher salary $40,884 $45,360 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $3,825 $5,787 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 6.6 10.4 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 31% 17% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $875 $1,037 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.89 $2.95 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.00 $3.54 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.45 $5.20 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

219 263 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,052 $1,102 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

122 53 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 12.5%
Plant operations, 14.2%
Food service, 5.9%
Transportation, 6.1%
Student support, 5.7%
Instruction support, 5.9%

Instruction
49.7%

Peer average
50.2%

Saddle Mountain Unified School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Medium, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 5 and T-8, Achievement peer group 41 Students attending: 1,494
Legislative district(s): 13 Number of schools: 3
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 52.6 52.3 57.1 54.4 53.1 51.2 53.6 47.1 49.9 49.8 44.5 46.4 44.2 46.0 49.4 49.3 49.7

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 77.8%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 859$       844$       2,260$    1,318$    
State 3,951      4,807      4,086      3,831      
Local 2,327      2,292      3,104      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 7,137$   7,943$   9,450$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 4,945$    5,154$    5,373$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 224         229         233         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 46           46           46           46           
Grants 956         1,474      1,374      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 33           59           56           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 196         1             14 of 18  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 18
0 of 18
7 of 18

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,466$      4,776$     4,032$    4,377$    
Administration 865           879          844         844         
Plant operations 589           587          987         977         
Food service 384           346          409         422         
Transportation 152           186          414         381         
Student support 356           375          607         679         
Instruction support 242           255          481         461         
Total operational 7,054$     7,404$     7,774$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 274$         673$        346$       691$       
Equipment 168           535          390         424         
Interest 25             16            164         236         
Other 33             30            77           161         
Total nonoperational 500$        1,254$     977$      1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,554$     8,658$     8,751$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 79% 85% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 24% 24% 22% 
Special education population 12% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 18.2 17.0 18.5 
Average teacher salary $53,549 $44,553 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,452 $5,512 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 13.7 12.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 15% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $755 $728 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.83 $3.94 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.82 $3.00 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $3.61 $5.36 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

163 190 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $879 $844 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

71 69 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 11.9%
Plant operations, 7.9%
Food service, 4.7%
Transportation, 2.5%
Student support, 5.1%
Instruction support, 3.4%

Instruction
64.5%

Peer average
52%

Safford Unified School District
Graham County District size, location: Medium-large, Town
Efficiency peer groups 4 and T-6, Achievement peer group 51 Students attending: 2,945
Legislative district(s): 14 Number of schools: 6
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 58.3 59.8 58.7 59.1 58.1 60.4 60.0 62.7 63.1 60.9 62.8 61.2 63.5 65.1 66.2 63.3 64.5

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Administrative costs per student5-year spending trend (2012 through 2017)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets OOperating and capital
Spending increase election results MMixed election results
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 22.2%, Decreasing

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 593$       514$       2,260$    1,318$    
State 3,190      3,490      4,086      3,831      
Local 4,500      4,417      3,104      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,283$   8,421$   9,450$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 4,869$    4,938$    5,373$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 217         221         233         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 44           45           46           46           
Grants 553         488         1,374      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 115         113         56           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,344      1,408      14 of 18  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 18
0 of 18
7 of 18

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,622$      3,778$     4,032$    4,377$    
Administration 700           741          844         844         
Plant operations 961           916          987         977         
Food service 327           316          409         422         
Transportation 336           345          414         381         
Student support 505           535          607         679         
Instruction support 200           176          481         461         
Total operational 6,651$     6,807$     7,774$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 247$         117$        346$       691$       
Equipment 119           176          390         424         
Interest 307           323          164         236         
Other 189           187          77           161         
Total nonoperational 862$        803$        977$      1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,513$     7,610$     8,751$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 89% 88% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 13% 15% 22% 
Special education population 11% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 17.9 15.7 18.5 
Average teacher salary $39,940 $45,360 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,984 $5,787 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 9.0 10.4 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 21% 17% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $674 $728 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.10 $3.94 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.69 $3.00 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.85 $5.36 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

134 190 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $741 $844 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

64 69 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 10.9%
Plant operations, 13.4%
Food service, 4.6%
Transportation, 5.1%
Student support, 7.9%
Instruction support, 2.6%

Instruction
55.5%

Peer average
52%

Sahuarita Unified School District
Pima County District size, location: Medium-large, Town
Efficiency peer groups 4 and T-6, Achievement peer group 41 Students attending: 6,129
Legislative district(s): 2 and 14 Number of schools: 8
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 50.3 49.2 51.4 54.0 55.8 56.7 54.9 54.7 57.7 56.3 57.7 53.8 53.2 54.5 55.6 54.4 55.5

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 99.7%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,984$    1,835$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 3,220      2,461      5,692      3,831      
Local 8,327      9,215      13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 13,531$ 13,511$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 7,282$    6,287$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 295         253         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 47           47           57           46           
Grants 2,280      2,059      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 12           39           184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 4,343    3,255    
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,773$      4,726$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 2,014        1,892       3,137      844         
Plant operations 1,625        1,510       2,644      977         
Food service 1,063        1,064       1,000      422         
Transportation 769           634          961         381         
Student support 654           714          601         679         
Instruction support 523           333          498         461         
Total operational 11,421$   10,873$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 182$         278$        1,161$    691$       
Equipment 838           445          735         424         
Interest 19             7              31           236         
Other 239           137          90           161         
Total nonoperational 1,278$     867$        2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 12,699$   11,740$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 92% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 50% 44% 22% 
Special education population 16% 15% 12% 
Students per teacher 15.4 11.2 18.5 
Average teacher salary $42,825 $48,132 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $2,570 $4,375 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 9.7 11.5 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 11% 6% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $708 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.41 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $3.79 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.29 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

240 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,892 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

61 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 17.4%
Plant operations, 13.9%
Food service, 9.8%
Transportation, 5.8%
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Instruction
43.5%

Peer average
50.5%

Salome Consolidated Elementary School District
La Paz County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 201 Students attending: 123
Legislative district(s): 5 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 48.9 48.3 48.4 46.9 44.5 43.4 39.3 39.5 42.2 44.4 49.5 34.5 39.1 47.5 45.6 41.8 43.5

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 113.0%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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Spending by operational area
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 4,185$    15,276$  3,999$    1,318$    
State 5,435      5,382      4,066      3,831      
Local 1,050      1,161      4,210      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 10,670$ 21,819$ 12,275$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,600$    5,526$    5,929$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 236         235         243         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 45           45           49           46           
Grants 2,983      3,153      1,751      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 5             10           138         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 1,213    12,172  
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             20 of 29  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 29
0 of 29

14 of 29  

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 6,145$      6,667$     4,541$    4,377$    
Administration 2,043        2,310       1,102      844         
Plant operations 1,576        1,952       1,289      977         
Food service 1,157        1,013       396         422         
Transportation 921           892          488         381         
Student support 1,216        1,367       632         679         
Instruction support 879           543          346         461         
Total operational 13,937$   14,744$   8,794$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 429$         558$        764$       691$       
Equipment 1,311        564          536         424         
Interest 0               0              221         236         
Other 0               45            78           161         
Total nonoperational 1,740$     1,167$     1,599$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 15,677$   15,911$   10,393$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 89% 92% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 73% 79% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 45% 43% 22% 
Special education population 12% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 15.3 15.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $53,791 $48,972 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $1,623 $4,489 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 9.8 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 26% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,203 $728 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $4.29 $3.94 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.68 $3.54 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $8.17 $5.20 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

239 263 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,310 $1,102 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

50 53 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 15.7%
Plant operations, 13.2%
Food service, 6.9%
Transportation, 6%
Student support, 9.3%
Instruction support, 3.7%

Instruction
45.2%

Peer average
50.2%

San Carlos Unified School District
Gila County District size, location: Medium, Town
Efficiency peer groups 5 and T-6, Achievement peer group 71 Students attending: 1,548
Legislative district(s): 7 Number of schools: 3
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 48.7 52.2 54.1 52.9 52.5 50.5 54.3 50.7 50.3 48.7 45.5 41.5 42.8 40.6 46.5 44.1 45.2

Instructional spending percentage
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Fiscal years as indicated

PAGE 323

Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend IImpact Aid Fund reserve

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,480$    1,905$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 10,007    686         5,692      3,831      
Local 5,577      20,209    13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 17,064$ 22,800$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 10,850$  8,206$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 437         293         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 87           47           57           46           
Grants 1,715      506         2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 30           46           184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 5,924    4,764    
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 9,630$      8,226$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 3,943        3,062       3,137      844         
Plant operations 3,055        3,175       2,644      977         
Food service 0               492          1,000      422         
Transportation 2,903        323          961         381         
Student support 102           93            601         679         
Instruction support 2,251        597          498         461         
Total operational 21,884$   15,968$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 67$           43$          1,161$    691$       
Equipment 655           107          735         424         
Interest 39             45            31           236         
Other 0               0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 761$        195$        2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 22,645$   16,163$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 98% 95% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 0% 11% 22% 
Special education population 0% 15% 12% 
Students per teacher 10.5 12.0 18.5 
Average teacher salary N/A $50,741 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 N/A $5,239 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience N/A 19.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years N/A 8% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider N/A N/A $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile N/A N/A $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal N/A $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $8.73 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

364 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $3,062 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

24 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Instruction
51.5%

Peer average
50.5%

San Fernando Elementary School District
Pima County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer group 11 and Achievement peer group 161 Students attending: 21
Legislative district(s): 2 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 45.5 45.7 46.4 38.2 41.8 45.0 52.1 51.2 51.9 46.8 43.9 49.9 44.4 45.3 40.0 44.0 51.5

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 550.7%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status Not assessed

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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Food service cost per meal trend is not 
shown because the District did not operate 
a food service program during all or a 
substantial portion of fiscal years 2012 
through 2017.
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 869$       643$       2,908$    1,318$    
State 5,539      3,832      5,692      3,831      
Local 12,191    11,662    13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 18,599$ 16,137$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 9,368$    7,790$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 314         264         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 70           56           57           46           
Grants 1,246      856         2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 89           190         184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 10,286  10,012  
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 7,165$      7,566$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 2,887        2,724       3,137      844         
Plant operations 3,025        2,463       2,644      977         
Food service 814           836          1,000      422         
Transportation 805           782          961         381         
Student support 297           295          601         679         
Instruction support 209           224          498         461         
Total operational 15,202$   14,890$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 431$         354$        1,161$    691$       
Equipment 359           306          735         424         
Interest 6               0              31           236         
Other 0               0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 796$        660$        2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 15,998$   15,550$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 97% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 92% 85% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 21% 24% 22% 
Special education population 10% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 11.2 17.0 18.5 
Average teacher salary $47,468 $44,553 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,128 $5,512 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 16.7 12.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 0% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $944 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $0.83 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $5.71 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.13 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

401 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,724 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

28 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Plant operations, 16.5%
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50.8%

Peer average
50.5%

San Simon Unified School District
Cochise County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 51 Students attending: 112
Legislative district(s): 14 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 52.2 56.8 50.3 51.4 55.0 59.3 58.3 54.3 54.5 56.5 53.1 52.2 53.6 55.6 53.0 47.1 50.8

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-rejected
Operating reserve percentage, Trend FFrozen taxes, Unfunded

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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Arizona Auditor General Arizona School District Spending—Fiscal Year 2017 |  March 2018  |  Report 18-203

1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 9,636$    9,748$    3,999$    1,318$    
State 6,431      7,905      4,066      3,831      
Local 849         863         4,210      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 16,916$ 18,516$ 12,275$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 7,375$    8,178$    5,929$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 271         290         243         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 54           58           49           46           
Grants 3,409      3,580      1,751      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 1             7             138         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 6,236    6,544    
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             20 of 29  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 29
0 of 29

14 of 29  

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 6,628$      6,942$     4,541$    4,377$    
Administration 2,072        2,323       1,102      844         
Plant operations 2,919        3,015       1,289      977         
Food service 718           707          396         422         
Transportation 1,106        1,146       488         381         
Student support 1,083        1,099       632         679         
Instruction support 1,447        1,041       346         461         
Total operational 15,973$   16,273$   8,794$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 243$         769$        764$       691$       
Equipment 446           688          536         424         
Interest 0               0              221         236         
Other 1               0              78           161         
Total nonoperational 690$        1,457$     1,599$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 16,663$   17,730$   10,393$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 91% 92% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 88% 79% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 46% 43% 22% 
Special education population 12% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 11.8 15.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $43,336 $48,972 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,893 $4,489 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 7.5 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 44% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,585 $1,267 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.64 $1.93 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.10 $3.54 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.91 $5.20 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

510 263 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,323 $1,102 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

27 53 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 14.3%
Plant operations, 18.5%
Food service, 4.3%
Transportation, 7%
Student support, 6.8%
Instruction support, 6.4%

Instruction
42.7%

Peer average
50.2%

Sanders Unified School District
Apache County District size, location: Medium, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 5 and T-10, Achievement peer group 71 Students attending: 674
Legislative district(s): 7 Number of schools: 3
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 41.3 46.3 48.8 52.0 49.0 47.8 50.8 49.1 49.0 48.4 46.5 42.1 42.3 41.1 40.7 41.5 42.7

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 99.8%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  IImpact Aid Fund reserve
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,526$    1,642$    2,395$    1,318$    
State 6,476      6,811      4,806      3,831      
Local 1,789      1,630      4,236      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,791$   10,083$ 11,437$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 7,004$    7,194$    6,815$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 265         261         269         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 45           51           50           46           
Grants 1,526      1,649      1,792      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 7             1             341         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             6 of 12

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 12
0 of 12
3 of 12

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,500$      4,763$     4,993$    4,377$    
Administration 1,639        1,682       1,231      844         
Plant operations 1,094        937          1,125      977         
Food service 662           644          549         422         
Transportation 422           473          575         381         
Student support 0               250          606         679         
Instruction support 852           830          397         461         
Total operational 9,169$     9,579$     9,476$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 214$         286$        194$       691$       
Equipment 331           644          329         424         
Interest 26             25            167         236         
Other 0               0              91           161         
Total nonoperational 571$        955$        781$      1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 9,740$     10,534$   10,257$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 27% 26% 22% 
Special education population 9% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 16.5 14.6 18.5 
Average teacher salary $52,997 $49,194 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,101 $5,175 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 13.5 14.0 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 0% 7% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $895 $1,267 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.37 $1.93 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.61 $3.41 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $7.77 $6.81 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

121 153 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,682 $1,231 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

61 54 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 17.6%
Plant operations, 9.8%
Food service, 6.7%
Transportation, 4.9%
Student support, 2.6%
Instruction support, 8.7%

Instruction
49.7%

Peer average
52.5%

Santa Cruz Elementary School District
Santa Cruz County District size, location: Small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 10 and T-10, Achievement peer group 181 Students attending: 214
Legislative district(s): 2 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 68.6 70.4 68.6 65.7 70.4 60.9 56.8 58.8 59.7 54.7 52.1 51.5 55.2 54.7 49.2 49.1 49.7

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets IIsolated
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 44.1%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,564$    1,399$    2,260$    1,318$    
State 3,912      4,393      4,086      3,831      
Local 2,018      1,792      3,104      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 7,494$   7,584$   9,450$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,217$    5,355$    5,373$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 228         233         233         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 46           48           46           46           
Grants 1,600      1,440      1,374      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 71           56           56           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 451         390         14 of 18  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 18
0 of 18
7 of 18

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,850$      3,869$     4,032$    4,377$    
Administration 719           764          844         844         
Plant operations 831           902          987         977         
Food service 461           456          409         422         
Transportation 427           442          414         381         
Student support 649           632          607         679         
Instruction support 686           647          481         461         
Total operational 7,623$     7,712$     7,774$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 49$           3$            346$       691$       
Equipment 291           116          390         424         
Interest 83             27            164         236         
Other 10             10            77           161         
Total nonoperational 433$        156$        977$      1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 8,056$     7,868$     8,751$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 93% 85% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 23% 24% 22% 
Special education population 10% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 20.0 17.0 18.5 
Average teacher salary $47,572 $44,553 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,956 $5,512 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 10.6 12.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 14% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $778 $921 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.93 $2.98 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.73 $3.00 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.99 $5.36 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

151 190 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $764 $844 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

63 69 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 9.9%
Plant operations, 11.7%
Food service, 5.9%
Transportation, 5.7%
Student support, 8.2%
Instruction support, 8.4%

Instruction
50.2%

Peer average
52%

Santa Cruz Valley Unified School District
Santa Cruz County District size, location: Medium-large, Town
Efficiency peer groups 4 and T-7, Achievement peer group 51 Students attending: 3,282
Legislative district(s): 2 Number of schools: 5
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 58.2 58.7 55.6 53.8 58.2 59.0 57.4 56.7 55.5 53.3 54.5 53.5 48.7 50.6 50.4 50.5 50.2

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider

$3.12 $2.93

$770 $778

$0

$300

$600

$900

$1,200

$1,500

$0

$1

$2

$3

$4

$5

12 13 14 15 16 17

C
os

t p
er

 ri
de

r

C
os

t p
er

 m
ile

Plant costs per square foot and square 
footage per student

Cost per mile Cost per rider

Food service cost per meal

$2.62 $2.73

$0

$1

$2

$3

$4

$5

12 13 14 15 16 17

Food service cost per meal

$5.19
$5.99

152 151 

0

50

100

150

200

250

$0

$2

$4

$6

$8

$10

12 13 14 15 16 17

Sq
ua

re
 fo

ot
ag

e 
pe

r s
tu

de
nt

C
os

t p
er

 s
qu

ar
e 

fo
ot

Plant costs per square foot and square 
footage per student

Cost per square foot Square footage per student

Plant cost per square foot and square footage 
per student

Administrative cost per pupil

$602

$764

$0

$250

$500

$750

$1,000

$1,250

12 13 14 15 16 17

Administrative costs per student5-year spending trend (2012 through 2017)

Totall operationall spendingg perr pupil, adjustedd forr inflation,Total operato
decreased

tionaerat
dd by

ona
yy 3

spendinsalla
3333 percent

ndin
ntnt.

ggngdin
tt The

err pupil,p , adjuapep
eee percentage

usteadju
ee of

edd forfuste
ofof dollars

nflatioiorr
ss spent

n,atio
ntnt ondecreased

instruction
byby 333dd b

nnn varied
ercen3 pp

dd year
ntcenn

arar to
TheT entt. TT

ooo year,
percentagee pp

rr decreasing
oof dollardee o

ggg overall
rss sollar

llll from
spes
mmm 53

ene
535355 .
ennt
33 5

nonoot
5555 toinstr

50
nstr
5050.
nstr
00 2

ctionn vucur
2222 percent

variev
ntntn .

edd yeay arerie
Overall,

o yotoo
as

aryeay
ss a

decreasingdarr,
aa percentage

oveogg o
eee of

erallve
ff total

omm 55353.555 otorofr
ll operational5500.222 percenp

spending,
nt.. Overall,O ,rcenn

gg administration,
aaaasas

nnn plant
ercentagepep

ntnt operations,
offee oo

sss and
tal operotott

dd student
rationalper

ntnt supportspendingg,
increased,

dminis, ada
dd while

strationn, planp ntnis
ee transportation

perationst opo
nn decreased

ss,
eded.

ndd tudensnana
dd. Instruction

supportsnnt s
nnn supportincrease

varied
edd,ase

dd year
, ww
arar to

eewhilw
oooo year

anrat
ararar.

Students attending 

2,363 
3,282 

0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Students attending

Total operational and instructional spending 
per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)

$6,535 $7,712 

$3,803 $3,869 

$0

$2,500

$5,000

$7,500

$10,000

$12,500

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Total operational spending per pupil     Instructional spending per pupil

Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 55.1%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,276$    1,138$    2,411$    1,318$    
State 2,464      3,130      3,824      3,831      
Local 9,917      9,367      7,054      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 13,657$ 13,635$ 13,289$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,610$    6,657$    7,159$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 268         261         285         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 52           56           57           46           
Grants 1,310      1,321      1,876      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 33           86           246         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 4,445      3,299      15 of 20  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 20
4 of 20
5 of 20

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,837$      4,284$     5,470$    4,377$    
Administration 1,312        1,460       1,784      844         
Plant operations 1,788        1,700       1,587      977         
Food service 479           497          534         422         
Transportation 537           554          571         381         
Student support 842           900          642         679         
Instruction support 407           417          423         461         
Total operational 9,202$     9,812$     11,011$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 243$         1,097$     437$       691$       
Equipment 854           1,372       479         424         
Interest 269           159          179         236         
Other 11             12            45           161         
Total nonoperational 1,377$     2,640$     1,140$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 10,579$   12,452$   12,151$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 91% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 78% 84% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 27% 26% 22% 
Special education population 12% 11% 12% 
Students per teacher 19.3 14.8 18.5 
Average teacher salary $44,005 $43,276 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $8,408 $5,503 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 10.2 11.5 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 5% 19% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $2,798 $1,267 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.88 $1.93 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.55 $3.70 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $4.98 $4.85 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

341 348 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,460 $1,784 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

46 44 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 14.9%
Plant operations, 17.3%
Food service, 5%
Transportation, 5.6%
Student support, 9.2%
Instruction support, 4.3%

Instruction
43.7%

Peer average
48.7%

Santa Cruz Valley Union High School District
Pinal County District size, location: Small, Town
Efficiency peer groups 6 and T-10, Achievement peer group 111 Students attending: 445
Legislative district(s): 8 and 11 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 54.7 54.3 52.8 52.2 49.6 49.0 47.6 41.5 44.2 36.1 41.7 43.2 39.8 40.3 41.1 41.7 43.7

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 88.5%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 723$       733$       885$       1,318$    
State 1,535      1,607      3,394      3,831      
Local 7,632      7,988      5,302      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,890$   10,328$ 9,581$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,355$    5,387$    5,387$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 234         237         241         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 46           46           46           46           
Grants 717         724         901         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 200         184         98           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 307$       326$       
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 2,016      2,099      10 of 10  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 10
0 of 10
2 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,194$      4,254$     4,386$    4,377$    
Administration 715           768          680         844         
Plant operations 1,058        1,122       877         977         
Food service 341           331          323         422         
Transportation 353           337          341         381         
Student support 733           711          679         679         
Instruction support 426           418          358         461         
Total operational 7,820$     7,941$     7,644$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 226$         299$        651$       691$       
Equipment 260           216          393         424         
Interest 510           361          223         236         
Other 249           271          209         161         
Total nonoperational 1,245$     1,147$     1,476$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 9,065$     9,088$     9,120$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 95% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 86% 90% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 9% 13% 22% 
Special education population 9% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 18.3 18.4 18.5 
Average teacher salary $49,435 $46,837 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,642 $6,016 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 13.9 11.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 13% 18% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,541 $1,809 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $4.33 $4.15 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.62 $2.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.15 $6.15 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

182 147 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $768 $680 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

77 80 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 9.7%
Plant operations, 14.1%
Food service, 4.2%
Transportation, 4.2%
Student support, 8.9%
Instruction support, 5.3%

Instruction
53.6%

Peer average
56.4%

Scottsdale Unified School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Very large, City
Efficiency peer groups 1 and T-5, Achievement peer group 21 Students attending: 22,654
Legislative district(s): 23, 24, 26, and 28 Number of schools: 29



Scottsdale USD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 58.6 59.0 61.5 63.7 62.3 60.5 61.3 60.4 57.7 59.5 57.7 58.7 57.9 54.5 53.9 53.6 53.6

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Administrative costs per student5-year spending trend (2012 through 2017)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level: LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 44.5%, Increasing
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 871$       820$       3,999$    1,318$    
State 1,856      1,909      4,066      3,831      
Local 11,955    13,681    4,210      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 14,682$ 16,410$ 12,275$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,791$    5,943$    5,929$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 266         255         243         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 54           51           49           46           
Grants 947         845         1,751      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 310         305         138         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 6,472      6,993      20 of 29  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 29
0 of 29

14 of 29  

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,329$      4,663$     4,541$    4,377$    
Administration 1,013        1,047       1,102      844         
Plant operations 1,111        1,439       1,289      977         
Food service 501           400          396         422         
Transportation 468           433          488         381         
Student support 602           713          632         679         
Instruction support 356           445          346         461         
Total operational 8,380$     9,140$     8,794$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 179$         117$        764$       691$       
Equipment 339           300          536         424         
Interest 2,456        2,169       221         236         
Other 59             119          78           161         
Total nonoperational 3,033$     2,705$     1,599$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 11,413$   11,845$   10,393$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 86% 88% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 17% 15% 22% 
Special education population 10% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 17.7 15.7 18.5 
Average teacher salary $44,530 $45,360 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,778 $5,787 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 13.8 10.4 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 11% 17% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,260 $921 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.58 $2.98 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $5.03 $3.54 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $4.06 $5.20 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

354 263 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,047 $1,102 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

52 53 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 11.5%
Plant operations, 15.7%
Food service, 4.4%
Transportation, 4.7%
Student support, 7.8%
Instruction support, 4.9%

Instruction
51%

Peer average
50.2%

Sedona-Oak Creek Joint Unified School District
Yavapai County District size, location: Medium, Town
Efficiency peer groups 5 and T-7, Achievement peer group 41 Students attending: 1,016
Legislative district(s): 6 Number of schools: 3



Sedona-Oak Creek JUSD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 49.0 50.5 53.4 52.3 52.7 54.6 54.9 55.1 54.4 53.2 54.4 53.4 54.4 52.8 52.6 51.7 51.0

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Administrative costs per student5-year spending trend (2012 through 2017)

Studentnt enrollmentnt decreasedd byy 200 percent,t whichh contributedStud
to

denStud
oo the

eennt
ee 19

rollmenntenre
9999 percent

decreaseddnt d
tt increase

dsedd
ee in

y 2020byby
nn total

percentp t, whicw0 p
alal operational

chh contributchic
alal spending

tedbut
gg pertoo thet

pupil,
1919 percephee

ll adjusted
ntrce

dd for
ncreasentt i

ororr inflation
ase
onon.

ninnsee
nn The

otaal operatioon ot
ee percentage

atio
ee of

l spendsnaao
ofofoo dollars

dinggend
ss spent

erpep
ntnt onpupil, adjusta

instruction
tedd ofoor nflatinust

nn decreased
ioonn. TTflat

dd overall
e percpTheT e

lllll from
erc
mm 53

centc
535355 .
ent
33 4

geagtant
4444 to

ogee
oo 51

dollarsdoofo d
1111 percent

ss
ntnnt.

pennt onopsps
tt Overall,instr

as
nstr
ss a

ctionn decreasdructr
aaaa percentage

reas
ee of

dd osedas
ofofoo total

erall romfr moveo
alala operational

3.444 otoo 515155353
alal spending,

ercenpp
gg plant

tt. Overall,OOcenn
ntnt operationsass aaa percenp

increased
ntagecen

dd and
e oofo otato al operatiooagee

dd administration,
onaal spesratio

n,n student
endingg,spe

ntnt support,
anntplap

t,t and
operationst oo

dd instructionincreased
support

d anda d admasedd
rtrt increased

ministratiodm
dd slightly

otratio
tlytly.

Students attending 

1,365 

1,016 

0

600

1,200

1,800

2,400

3,000

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Students attending

Total operational and instructional spending 
per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)

$8,586 $9,140 

$4,207 $4,663 

$0

$2,500

$5,000

$7,500

$10,000

$12,500

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Total operational spending per pupil     Instructional spending per pupil

Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 88.5%, Varying

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students LLarge decrease

Arizona School District Spending—Fiscal Year 2017 |  March 2018  |  Report 18-203



PAGE 340

Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 

Arizona Auditor General Arizona School District Spending—Fiscal Year 2017 |  March 2018  |  Report 18-203

1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 954$       1,177$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 949         4,106      5,692      3,831      
Local 17,546    21,531    13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 19,449$ 26,814$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 8,257$    11,573$  9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 279         342         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 53           68           57           46           
Grants 1,002      2,972      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 17           24           184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 10,060  12,200  
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 8,282$      9,623$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 2,361        2,282       3,137      844         
Plant operations 3,046        3,760       2,644      977         
Food service 593           710          1,000      422         
Transportation 1,115        1,565       961         381         
Student support 926           897          601         679         
Instruction support 1,412        1,720       498         461         
Total operational 17,735$   20,557$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 224$         1,803$     1,161$    691$       
Equipment 355           830          735         424         
Interest 100           34            31           236         
Other 119           132          90           161         
Total nonoperational 798$        2,799$     2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 18,533$   23,356$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 93% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 100% 88% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 17% 15% 22% 
Special education population 12% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 9.6 15.7 18.5 
Average teacher salary $48,137 $45,360 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,315 $5,787 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 12.6 10.4 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 0% 17% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $2,265 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.84 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $4.67 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.00 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

752 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,282 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

22 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 11.1%
Plant operations, 18.3%
Food service, 3.4%
Transportation, 7.6%
Student support, 4.4%
Instruction support, 8.4%

Instruction
46.8%

Peer average
50.5%

Seligman Unified School District
Yavapai County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 41 Students attending: 120
Legislative district(s): 1 Number of schools: 2
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 56.8 60.2 58.3 53.6 53.9 51.8 53.5 54.2 54.4 52.6 53.0 51.8 50.6 50.7 47.6 46.7 46.8

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-rejected
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 112.9%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,948$    1,019$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 5,373      7,032      5,692      3,831      
Local 22,119    28,304    13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 29,440$ 36,355$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 9,558$    12,167$  9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 248         299         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 46           61           57           46           
Grants 2,490      2,474      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 58           37           184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 13,967  16,535  
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 13,855$    16,821$    8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 2,787        3,499       3,137      844         
Plant operations 5,243        6,186       2,644      977         
Food service 1,447        1,847       1,000      422         
Transportation 3,804        4,069       961         381         
Student support 122           38            601         679         
Instruction support 0               934          498         461         
Total operational 27,258$   33,394$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 108$         0$            1,161$    691$       
Equipment 1,026        2,402       735         424         
Interest 9               15            31           236         
Other 0               0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 1,143$     2,417$     2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 28,401$   35,811$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 42% 44% 22% 
Special education population 5% 15% 12% 
Students per teacher 6.9 11.2 18.5 
Average teacher salary $52,373 $48,132 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,522 $4,375 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 16.7 11.5 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 0% 6% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $4,156 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.36 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $8.02 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $14.42 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

429 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $3,499 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

26 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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50.5%

Sentinel Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 201 Students attending: 32
Legislative district(s): 4 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 42.6 43.5 42.6 45.7 42.7 47.8 55.2 53.0 50.7 50.0 49.4 50.2 49.9 53.1 53.2 50.8 50.4

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 110.7%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 888$       1,032$    2,260$    1,318$    
State 3,279      3,284      4,086      3,831      
Local 3,719      3,750      3,104      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 7,886$   8,066$   9,450$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,333$    5,265$    5,373$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 237         233         233         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 47           44           46           46           
Grants 1,092      1,174      1,374      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 45           47           56           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 369         13           14 of 18  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 18
0 of 18
7 of 18

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,034$      4,310$     4,032$    4,377$    
Administration 670           653          844         844         
Plant operations 867           841          987         977         
Food service 340           343          409         422         
Transportation 373           374          414         381         
Student support 372           460          607         679         
Instruction support 437           385          481         461         
Total operational 7,093$     7,366$     7,774$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 181$         111$        346$       691$       
Equipment 267           393          390         424         
Interest 53             58            164         236         
Other 58             54            77           161         
Total nonoperational 559$        616$        977$      1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,652$     7,982$     8,751$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 92% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 81% 84% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 30% 32% 22% 
Special education population 13% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 18.0 16.4 18.5 
Average teacher salary $42,077 $44,227 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $7,430 $5,336 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 10.3 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 21% 17% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $976 $1,037 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.73 $2.95 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.60 $3.00 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $4.52 $5.36 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

186 190 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $653 $844 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

68 69 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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58.5%

Peer average
52%

Show Low Unified School District
Navajo County District size, location: Medium-large, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 4 and T-8, Achievement peer group 61 Students attending: 2,392
Legislative district(s): 6 and 7 Number of schools: 5



Show Low USD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 57.9 61.4 59.4 60.3 59.1 56.7 55.0 56.5 54.9 55.6 54.3 52.8 55.4 57.0 56.2 56.9 58.5

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets IIsolated
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 44.8%, Varying

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status NNoncompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 816$       812$       781$       1,318$    
State 3,412      3,329      3,243      3,831      
Local 3,524      3,385      5,097      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 7,752$   7,526$   9,121$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,191$    5,287$    5,442$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 227         231         240         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 47           48           47           46           
Grants 732         762         866         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 62           60           157         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 96         92         
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             13 of 15  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 15
0 of 15
3 of 15

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,803$      4,184$     3,991$    4,377$    
Administration 822           904          837         844         
Plant operations 849           873          965         977         
Food service 309           331          324         422         
Transportation 376           380          433         381         
Student support 539           601          640         679         
Instruction support 359           436          338         461         
Total operational 7,057$     7,709$     7,528$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 91$           119$        890$       691$       
Equipment 178           427          406         424         
Interest 2               2              258         236         
Other 67             73            146         161         
Total nonoperational 338$        621$        1,700$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,395$     8,330$     9,228$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 88% 86% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 29% 24% 22% 
Special education population 12% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 19.0 18.8 18.5 
Average teacher salary $48,068 $45,975 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $3,522 $5,671 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 12.4 11.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 8% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,060 $1,207 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.32 $4.28 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.13 $3.04 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.74 $6.01 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

152 157 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $904 $837 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

63 69 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 11.7%
Plant operations, 11.3%
Food service, 4.3%
Transportation, 4.9%
Student support, 7.8%
Instruction support, 5.7%

Instruction
54.3%

Peer average
53.1%

Sierra Vista Unified School District
Cochise County District size, location: Medium-large, City
Efficiency peer groups 3 and T-3, Achievement peer group 31 Students attending: 5,630
Legislative district(s): 14 Number of schools: 8



Sierra Vista USD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 53.4 56.1 56.4 55.4 56.8 56.9 55.5 54.3 54.4 53.2 53.6 53.2 53.8 53.7 54.3 53.9 54.3

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets IIsolated
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 33.8%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 3,381$    1,989$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 10,013    5,940      5,692      3,831      
Local 16,046    16,288    13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 29,440$ 24,217$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 15,605$  12,244$  9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 527         347         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 74           60           57           46           
Grants 3,525      1,995      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 808         217         184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 10,986  12,646  
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 11,854$    11,968$    8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 3,561        4,977       3,137      844         
Plant operations 3,706        4,705       2,644      977         
Food service 2,107        2,477       1,000      422         
Transportation 1,819        1,423       961         381         
Student support 1,657        1,878       601         679         
Instruction support 847           584          498         461         
Total operational 25,551$   28,012$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 0$             75$          1,161$    691$       
Equipment 125           346          735         424         
Interest 0               0              31           236         
Other 0               0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 125$        421$        2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 25,676$   28,433$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 96% 95% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 13% 11% 22% 
Special education population 45% 15% 12% 
Students per teacher 7.2 12.0 18.5 
Average teacher salary N/A $50,741 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 N/A $5,239 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience N/A 19.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years N/A 8% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $893 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.76 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $12.73 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $7.94 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

592 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $4,977 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

14 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Instruction
42.7%

Peer average
50.5%

Skull Valley Elementary School District
Yavapai County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 161 Students attending: 14
Legislative district(s): 1 Number of schools: 1



Skull Valley ESD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 53.3 51.7 52.0 56.4 49.6 54.6 53.6 57.1 52.0 53.1 51.8 54.3 47.9 48.1 52.5 46.4 42.7

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 331.3%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status Not assessed

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 919$       929$       2,260$    1,318$    
State 4,365      4,358      4,086      3,831      
Local 2,119      2,260      3,104      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 7,403$   7,547$   9,450$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,190$    5,156$    5,373$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 224         227         233         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 45           44           46           46           
Grants 1,035      913         1,374      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 24           29           56           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 324         350         14 of 18  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 18
0 of 18
7 of 18

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,573$      3,612$     4,032$    4,377$    
Administration 616           579          844         844         
Plant operations 742           676          987         977         
Food service 231           208          409         422         
Transportation 447           426          414         381         
Student support 587           603          607         679         
Instruction support 205           222          481         461         
Total operational 6,401$     6,326$     7,774$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 213$         36$          346$       691$       
Equipment 227           270          390         424         
Interest 127           110          164         236         
Other 0               1              77           161         
Total nonoperational 567$        417$        977$      1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 6,968$     6,743$     8,751$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 95% 85% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 23% 24% 22% 
Special education population 13% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 21.2 17.0 18.5 
Average teacher salary $41,902 $44,553 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $7,908 $5,512 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 12.9 12.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 14% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,185 $921 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $4.17 $2.98 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.26 $3.00 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $3.84 $5.36 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

176 190 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $579 $844 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

75 69 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Instruction
57.1%

Peer average
52%

Snowflake Unified School District
Navajo County District size, location: Medium-large, Town
Efficiency peer groups 4 and T-7, Achievement peer group 51 Students attending: 2,432
Legislative district(s): 6 Number of schools: 6



Snowflake USD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 61.1 60.9 60.7 57.3 58.4 58.0 59.4 59.6 59.5 59.3 59.0 56.1 56.5 57.8 57.9 55.8 57.1

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 77.3%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,409$    1,575$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 6,464      6,062      5,692      3,831      
Local 2,691      2,387      13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 10,564$ 10,024$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 7,056$    6,738$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 271         257         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 53           49           57           46           
Grants 1,842      1,767      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 28           50           184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,220$      4,723$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 2,371        2,034       3,137      844         
Plant operations 1,043        874          2,644      977         
Food service 800           771          1,000      422         
Transportation 387           461          961         381         
Student support 255           308          601         679         
Instruction support 188           282          498         461         
Total operational 9,264$     9,453$     17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 435$         1,160$     1,161$    691$       
Equipment 126           827          735         424         
Interest 0               0              31           236         
Other 55             8              90           161         
Total nonoperational 616$        1,995$     2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 9,880$     11,448$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 21% 19% 22% 
Special education population 5% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 16.6 13.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $41,959 $44,961 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,345 $4,257 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 15.2 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 0% 11% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $362 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.15 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $3.77 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $3.54 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

247 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,034 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

45 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 21.5%
Plant operations, 9.2%
Food service, 8.1%
Transportation, 4.9%
Student support, 3.3%
Instruction support, 3%

Instruction
50%

Peer average
50.5%

Solomon Elementary School District
Graham County District size, location: Very small, Town
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 171 Students attending: 180
Legislative district(s): 14 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 49.0 52.1 54.5 50.9 55.1 54.1 55.3 53.8 51.6 52.9 54.1 52.3 53.3 52.8 51.2 45.6 50.0

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 55.4%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 2,007$    1,893$    1,753$    1,318$    
State 4,948      5,112      4,842      3,831      
Local 868         974         2,654      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 7,823$   7,979$   9,249$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,010$    5,016$    5,748$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 234         230         239         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 43           42           44           46           
Grants 2,012      1,939      2,064      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 48           31           69           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 24         21         
Voter-approved levy increases 544         427         8 of 10

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 10
0 of 10
3 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,444$      3,658$     4,115$    4,377$    
Administration 956           1,013       1,060      844         
Plant operations 876           865          1,004      977         
Food service 627           647          571         422         
Transportation 164           173          427         381         
Student support 523           499          528         679         
Instruction support 424           460          463         461         
Total operational 7,014$     7,315$     8,168$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 331$         300$        917$       691$       
Equipment 417           890          314         424         
Interest 82             72            77           236         
Other 146           146          148         161         
Total nonoperational 976$        1,408$     1,456$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,990$     8,723$     9,624$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 33% 34% 22% 
Special education population 11% 15% 12% 
Students per teacher 20.6 14.8 18.5 
Average teacher salary $43,669 $46,717 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,809 $4,152 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 9.2 11.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 14% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $521 $728 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.29 $3.94 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.89 $3.04 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $7.58 $6.71 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

114 153 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,013 $1,060 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

62 58 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 13.8%
Plant operations, 11.8%
Food service, 8.9%
Transportation, 2.4%
Student support, 6.8%
Instruction support, 6.3%

Instruction
50%

Peer average
50%

Somerton Elementary School District
Yuma County District size, location: Medium-large, Town
Efficiency peer groups 9 and T-6, Achievement peer group 191 Students attending: 2,835
Legislative district(s): 4 Number of schools: 5
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 50.4 51.4 52.1 51.7 50.7 50.5 50.6 47.9 49.6 49.7 47.1 46.6 47.1 47.7 48.9 49.1 50.0

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 44.6%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,714$    1,864$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 5,509      4,096      5,692      3,831      
Local 12,482    14,261    13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 19,705$ 20,221$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 7,611$    8,223$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 231         255         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 49           57           57           46           
Grants 1,717      1,943      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 167         211         184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 5,809    5,635    
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 9,701$      11,803$    8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 3,275        3,922       3,137      844         
Plant operations 1,789        1,572       2,644      977         
Food service 638           782          1,000      422         
Transportation 1,099        666          961         381         
Student support 622           494          601         679         
Instruction support 188           60            498         461         
Total operational 17,312$   19,299$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 2,689$      79$          1,161$    691$       
Equipment 722           635          735         424         
Interest 0               0              31           236         
Other 1               0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 3,412$     714$        2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 20,724$   20,013$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 93% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 18% 19% 22% 
Special education population 22% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 7.7 13.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $50,107 $44,961 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $777 $4,257 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 9.6 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 30% 11% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,530 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.16 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $6.20 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.11 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

308 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $3,922 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

23 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Food service, 4.1%
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Instruction
61.2%

Peer average
50.5%

Sonoita Elementary School District
Santa Cruz County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 171 Students attending: 103
Legislative district(s): 2 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 65.5 63.7 68.3 74.2 68.1 66.7 68.5 65.7 69.6 64.7 59.7 57.9 61.0 58.9 55.1 56.0 61.2

Instructional spending percentage
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Fiscal years as indicated

PAGE 357

Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 114.9%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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Spending by operational area
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,438$    1,397$    2,411$    1,318$    
State 7,022      5,024      3,824      3,831      
Local 5,175      5,257      7,054      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 13,635$ 11,678$ 13,289$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 7,243$    7,183$    7,159$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 300         295         285         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 59           58           57           46           
Grants 3,264      1,826      1,876      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 196         255         246         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,306      1,319      15 of 20  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 20
4 of 20
5 of 20

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,996$      5,528$     5,470$    4,377$    
Administration 1,292        1,625       1,784      844         
Plant operations 1,216        1,342       1,587      977         
Food service 208           188          534         422         
Transportation 394           428          571         381         
Student support 1,325        1,342       642         679         
Instruction support 63             92            423         461         
Total operational 9,494$     10,545$   11,011$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 1,781$      492$        437$       691$       
Equipment 334           404          479         424         
Interest 26             11            179         236         
Other 0               0              45           161         
Total nonoperational 2,141$     907$        1,140$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 11,635$   11,452$   12,151$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 94% 88% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 18% 15% 22% 
Special education population 18% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 15.1 15.7 18.5 
Average teacher salary $49,219 $45,360 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $7,546 $5,787 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 14.6 10.4 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 12% 17% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,393 $921 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.22 $2.98 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.48 $3.70 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.10 $4.85 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

220 348 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,625 $1,784 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

40 44 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 15.4%
Plant operations, 12.7%
Food service, 1.8%
Transportation, 4.1%
Student support, 12.7%
Instruction support, 0.9%

Instruction
52.4%

Peer average
48.7%

St. David Unified School District
Cochise County District size, location: Small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 6 and T-7, Achievement peer group 41 Students attending: 362
Legislative district(s): 14 Number of schools: 2
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 49.1 67.1 60.5 54.5 58.8 56.9 58.6 57.5 57.9 56.0 57.4 54.9 52.8 55.6 50.6 52.6 52.4

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated

PAGE 359

Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets OOperating and capital
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 11.9%, Varying

HHigh

Years of capital reserve held  LLess than 1 year
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 

Arizona Auditor General Arizona School District Spending—Fiscal Year 2017 |  March 2018  |  Report 18-203

1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,496$    1,195$    3,999$    1,318$    
State 768         681         4,066      3,831      
Local 8,192      8,707      4,210      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 10,456$ 10,583$ 12,275$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,372$    6,453$    5,929$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 253         254         243         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 53           51           49           46           
Grants 1,547      1,164      1,751      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 116         61           138         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          63         
Voter-approved levy increases 586         570         20 of 29  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 29
0 of 29

14 of 29  

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,448$      4,559$     4,541$    4,377$    
Administration 1,241        1,255       1,102      844         
Plant operations 1,611        1,630       1,289      977         
Food service 337           348          396         422         
Transportation 398           378          488         381         
Student support 715           671          632         679         
Instruction support 463           351          346         461         
Total operational 9,213$     9,192$     8,794$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 120$         380$        764$       691$       
Equipment 423           400          536         424         
Interest 1               0              221         236         
Other 61             58            78           161         
Total nonoperational 605$        838$        1,599$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 9,818$     10,030$   10,393$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 77% 85% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 27% 24% 22% 
Special education population 12% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 16.8 17.0 18.5 
Average teacher salary $42,173 $44,553 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,782 $5,512 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 16.8 12.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 6% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,247 $1,267 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.15 $1.93 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $4.19 $3.54 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $4.47 $5.20 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

364 263 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,255 $1,102 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

40 53 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 13.7%
Plant operations, 17.7%
Food service, 3.8%
Transportation, 4.1%
Student support, 7.3%
Instruction support, 3.8%

Instruction
49.6%

Peer average
50.2%

St. Johns Unified School District
Apache County District size, location: Medium, Town
Efficiency peer groups 5 and T-10, Achievement peer group 51 Students attending: 815
Legislative district(s): 7 Number of schools: 4
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 53.3 57.5 57.9 57.9 55.2 57.2 53.3 53.6 56.4 56.2 51.3 49.0 49.0 49.5 47.1 48.3 49.6

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 77.5%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 2,094$    2,953$    2,395$    1,318$    
State 5,293      5,793      4,806      3,831      
Local 2,145      2,345      4,236      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,532$   11,091$ 11,437$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,218$    6,909$    6,815$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 244         262         269         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 47           50           50           46           
Grants 1,794      2,460      1,792      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 28           54           341         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 303       497       
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             6 of 12

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 12
0 of 12
3 of 12

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,387$      4,587$     4,993$    4,377$    
Administration 1,485        1,832       1,231      844         
Plant operations 1,471        1,411       1,125      977         
Food service 654           712          549         422         
Transportation 636           836          575         381         
Student support 291           344          606         679         
Instruction support 523           729          397         461         
Total operational 9,447$     10,451$   9,476$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 48$           7$            194$       691$       
Equipment 479           373          329         424         
Interest 0               0              167         236         
Other 2               0              91           161         
Total nonoperational 529$        380$        781$      1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 9,976$     10,831$   10,257$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 93% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 17% 19% 22% 
Special education population 12% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 14.5 13.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $38,939 $44,961 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $3,873 $4,257 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 13.0 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 10% 11% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,054 $1,037 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.02 $2.95 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.93 $3.41 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.94 $6.81 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

203 153 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,832 $1,231 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

47 54 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 17.5%
Plant operations, 13.5%
Food service, 6.8%
Transportation, 8%
Student support, 3.3%
Instruction support, 7%

Instruction
43.9%

Peer average
52.5%

Stanfield Elementary School District
Pinal County District size, location: Small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 10 and T-8, Achievement peer group 171 Students attending: 479
Legislative district(s): 4 and 11 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 56.0 54.3 52.0 46.9 48.9 46.3 44.6 47.2 47.8 48.2 49.1 51.8 51.5 50.2 45.8 46.4 43.9

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-rejected
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 55.9%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 

Arizona Auditor General Arizona School District Spending—Fiscal Year 2017 |  March 2018  |  Report 18-203

1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,738$    1,367$    896$       1,318$    
State 4,252      4,254      3,579      3,831      
Local 1,659      2,077      4,613      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 7,649$   7,698$   9,088$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,137$    5,137$    5,436$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 235         236         242         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 47           47           47           46           
Grants 1,782      1,411      943         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 37           43           98           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 318         322         10 of 10  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

3 of 10
0 of 10
2 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,517$      3,653$     4,035$    4,377$    
Administration 760           800          763         844         
Plant operations 918           915          941         977         
Food service 503           528          348         422         
Transportation 206           225          383         381         
Student support 663           713          622         679         
Instruction support 686           542          501         461         
Total operational 7,253$     7,376$     7,593$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 452$         289$        761$       691$       
Equipment 326           394          527         424         
Interest 139           158          295         236         
Other 71             79            145         161         
Total nonoperational 988$        920$        1,728$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 8,241$     8,296$     9,321$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 72% 84% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 37% 32% 22% 
Special education population 12% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 18.2 16.4 18.5 
Average teacher salary $41,182 $44,227 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,156 $5,336 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 11.7 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 20% 17% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $848 $1,178 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.84 $5.31 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.03 $2.98 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $7.28 $6.41 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

126 148 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $800 $763 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

56 67 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 10.8%
Plant operations, 12.4%
Food service, 7.2%
Transportation, 3%
Student support, 9.7%
Instruction support, 7.4%

Instruction
49.5%

Peer average
53.2%

Sunnyside Unified School District
Pima County District size, location: Large, City
Efficiency peer groups 2 and T-2, Achievement peer group 61 Students attending: 15,519
Legislative district(s): 2, 3, and 4 Number of schools: 21
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 56.0 57.4 59.0 58.7 57.8 56.7 57.0 55.2 53.9 52.3 51.5 50.4 48.9 48.6 48.8 48.5 49.5
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-rejected
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 44.9%, Increasing

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students LLarge decrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 2,353$    1,688$    2,411$    1,318$    
State 5,362      4,730      3,824      3,831      
Local 5,854      5,918      7,054      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 13,569$ 12,336$ 13,289$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 7,095$    6,464$    7,159$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 300         279         285         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 63           58           57           46           
Grants 2,609      1,790      1,876      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 265         411         246         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,378      1,326      15 of 20  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 20
4 of 20
5 of 20

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 5,383$      5,210$     5,470$    4,377$    
Administration 2,004        1,857       1,784      844         
Plant operations 1,651        1,741       1,587      977         
Food service 463           505          534         422         
Transportation 402           479          571         381         
Student support 385           514          642         679         
Instruction support 587           454          423         461         
Total operational 10,875$   10,760$   11,011$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 427$         202$        437$       691$       
Equipment 646           563          479         424         
Interest 288           267          179         236         
Other 102           74            45           161         
Total nonoperational 1,463$     1,106$     1,140$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 12,338$   11,866$   12,151$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 92% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 88% 85% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 23% 24% 22% 
Special education population 12% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 18.9 17.0 18.5 
Average teacher salary $49,348 $44,553 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,665 $5,512 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 9.1 12.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 5% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,366 $728 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.99 $3.94 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.66 $3.70 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.06 $4.85 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

344 348 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,857 $1,784 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

44 44 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 17.3%
Plant operations, 16.2%
Food service, 4.7%
Transportation, 4.4%
Student support, 4.8%
Instruction support, 4.2%

Instruction
48.4%

Peer average
48.7%

Superior Unified School District
Pinal County District size, location: Small, Town
Efficiency peer groups 6 and T-6, Achievement peer group 51 Students attending: 359
Legislative district(s): 8 Number of schools: 2
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 53.7 56.6 55.3 53.5 53.8 52.3 52.2 54.2 55.1 55.0 52.2 52.2 50.9 51.9 48.8 49.5 48.4

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider

$4.80

$3.99$563

$1,366

$0

$300

$600

$900

$1,200

$1,500

$0

$2

$4

$6

$8

$10

12 13 14 15 16 17

C
os

t p
er

 ri
de

r

C
os

t p
er

 m
ile

Plant costs per square foot and square 
footage per student

Cost per mile Cost per rider

Food service cost per meal

$3.24
$2.66

$0

$1

$2

$3

$4

$5

12 13 14 15 16 17

Food service cost per meal

$4.76 $5.06

282 

344 

0

100

200

300

400

500

$0

$2

$4

$6

$8

$10

12 13 14 15 16 17

Sq
ua

re
 fo

ot
ag

e 
pe

r s
tu

de
nt

C
os

t p
er

 s
qu

ar
e 

fo
ot

Plant costs per square foot and square 
footage per student

Cost per square foot Square footage per student

Plant cost per square foot and square footage 
per student

Administrative cost per pupil

$1,157

$1,857

$0

$600

$1,200

$1,800

$2,400

$3,000

12 13 14 15 16 17

Administrative costs per student5-year spending trend (2012 through 2017)

Studentnt enrollmentnt decreasedd byy 188 percent,t whichh contributedStud
to

denStud
oo the

eennt
ee 16

rollmenntenre
6666 percent

decreaseddnt d
tt increase

dsedd
ee in

y 818byby
nn total

percentp t, whicw8 p
alal operational

chh contributchic
alal spending

tedbut
gg pertoo thet

pupil,
1616 percephee

ll adjusted
ntrce

dd for
ncreasentt i

ororr inflation
ase
onon.

ninnsee
nn The

otaal operatioon ot
ee percentage

atio
ee of

l spendsnaao
ofofoo dollars

dinggend
ss spent

erpep
ntnt onpupil, adjusta

instruction
tedd foust

nn varied
nflatiinooor

ddd year
olati

arar to
. TheTToonn

ooo year,
percentagephee

rr decreasing
oofo dolladgee

gg overall
arss solla

llll from
spes
mm 52

ene
525255 .
ennt
22 2

nonoot
2222 toinstr

48
nstr
4848.
nstr
88 4

ctionn vucur
4444 percent

variev
ntntn .

edd yeay arerie
Overall,

o yotoo
as

aryeay
ss a

decreasingdarr,
aa percentage

oveogg o
eee of

erallve
ff total

omm 55252.222 otorofr
ll operational4488.444 percenp

spending,
nt.. Overall,O , asacenn
administration

aaa percentpass
nn increased

tagee ofof totatent
dd substantially

operoal
yy and

rationalper
dd studentspending

support
, administaing

rtrt increased
rnist

eded.

Students attending 

605 

359 

0

200

400

600

800

1,000

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Students attending

Total operational and instructional spending 
per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)

$9,600 
$10,760 

$5,155 $5,210 

$0

$4,000

$8,000

$12,000

$16,000

$20,000

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Total operational spending per pupil     Instructional spending per pupil

Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 66.2%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 381$       429$       781$       1,318$    
State 3,172      3,165      3,243      3,831      
Local 4,515      4,558      5,097      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,068$   8,152$   9,121$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,342$    5,294$    5,442$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 234         232         240         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 46           46           47           46           
Grants 289         340         866         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 237         265         157         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,373      883         13 of 15  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 15
0 of 15
3 of 15

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,395$      4,057$     3,991$    4,377$    
Administration 1,051        1,005       837         844         
Plant operations 794           834          965         977         
Food service 245           249          324         422         
Transportation 205           288          433         381         
Student support 731           729          640         679         
Instruction support 91             78            338         461         
Total operational 7,512$     7,240$     7,528$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 46$           77$          890$       691$       
Equipment 86             119          406         424         
Interest 319           324          258         236         
Other 147           174          146         161         
Total nonoperational 598$        694$        1,700$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 8,110$     7,934$     9,228$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 95% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 92% 93% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 8% 7% 22% 
Special education population 13% 11% 12% 
Students per teacher 15.3 18.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $38,367 $44,253 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,920 $5,557 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 14.8 11.2 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 9% 21% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,008 $1,278 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.14 $3.61 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.95 $3.04 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.06 $6.01 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

138 157 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,005 $837 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

73 69 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 13.9%
Plant operations, 11.5%
Food service, 3.4%
Transportation, 4%
Student support, 10.1%
Instruction support, 1.1%

Instruction
56%

Peer average
53.1%

Tanque Verde Unified School District
Pima County District size, location: Medium-large, Suburb
Efficiency peer groups 3 and T-4, Achievement peer group 11 Students attending: 2,035
Legislative district(s): 10 and 14 Number of schools: 4
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 60.5 60.7 58.9 60.9 57.6 58.8 56.7 59.3 60.8 55.0 57.5 57.9 59.1 60.8 59.9 58.5 56.0

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 33.0%, Varying

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,283$    1,446$    1,522$    1,318$    
State 2,933      3,053      4,236      3,831      
Local 6,937      7,013      3,488      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 11,153$ 11,512$ 9,246$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,116$    5,178$    5,133$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 235         239         235         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 43           43           44           46           
Grants 1,278      1,552      1,543      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 51           54           45           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 1,118$    1,040$    
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 2,606      2,670      10 of 10  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 10
0 of 10
2 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,577$      4,700$     4,304$    4,377$    
Administration 851           901          796         844         
Plant operations 911           889          837         977         
Food service 536           550          566         422         
Transportation 362           357          303         381         
Student support 765           814          671         679         
Instruction support 709           809          511         461         
Total operational 8,711$     9,020$     7,988$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 1,574$      1,491$     499$       691$       
Equipment 597           291          357         424         
Interest 373           375          361         236         
Other 84             122          168         161         
Total nonoperational 2,628$     2,279$     1,385$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 11,339$   11,299$   9,373$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 28% 25% 22% 
Special education population 12% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 15.1 19.1 18.5 
Average teacher salary $40,899 $43,084 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,894 $4,885 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 9.3 8.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 26% 30% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $719 $942 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $4.83 $6.81 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.11 $2.77 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.70 $6.23 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

156 135 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $901 $796 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

58 75 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 10%
Plant operations, 9.8%
Food service, 6.1%
Transportation, 4%
Student support, 9%
Instruction support, 9%

Instruction
52.1%

Peer average
54.1%

Tempe Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Large, City
Efficiency peer groups 7 and T-1, Achievement peer group 131 Students attending: 11,049
Legislative district(s): 18, 26, and 27 Number of schools: 21
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 55.7 54.9 55.6 56.3 55.9 55.5 55.4 55.3 56.0 54.2 53.6 52.7 52.3 53.4 52.8 52.5 52.1

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 55.0%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 425$       603$       896$       1,318$    
State 2,290      1,907      3,579      3,831      
Local 7,007      7,285      4,613      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,722$   9,795$   9,088$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,545$    5,716$    5,436$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 243         250         242         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 52           51           47           46           
Grants 528         717         943         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 105         98           98           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,479      1,580      10 of 10  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

3 of 10
0 of 10
2 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,088$      4,338$     4,035$    4,377$    
Administration 837           898          763         844         
Plant operations 1,049        1,095       941         977         
Food service 206           222          348         422         
Transportation 262           279          383         381         
Student support 619           670          622         679         
Instruction support 492           525          501         461         
Total operational 7,553$     8,027$     7,593$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 489$         286$        761$       691$       
Equipment 359           447          527         424         
Interest 256           223          295         236         
Other 165           149          145         161         
Total nonoperational 1,269$     1,105$     1,728$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 8,822$     9,132$     9,321$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 88% 87% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 12% 16% 22% 
Special education population 8% 11% 12% 
Students per teacher 21.6 21.7 18.5 
Average teacher salary $56,630 $49,138 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $7,181 $8,138 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 14.0 10.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 7% 22% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,048 $1,207 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.79 $4.28 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.24 $2.98 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.40 $6.41 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

171 148 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $898 $763 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

68 67 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 11.2%
Plant operations, 13.6%
Food service, 2.8%
Transportation, 3.5%
Student support, 8.3%
Instruction support, 6.6%

Instruction
54%

Peer average
53.2%

Tempe Union High School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Large, City
Efficiency peer groups 2 and T-3, Achievement peer group 81 Students attending: 13,609
Legislative district(s): 18, 26, and 27 Number of schools: 7
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 58.0 57.1 58.0 58.6 58.9 59.6 59.7 59.9 56.8 56.7 56.4 53.8 53.5 52.7 53.3 54.1 54.0

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 66.7%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 402$       410$       3,999$    1,318$    
State 4,799      5,310      4,066      3,831      
Local 1,813      1,852      4,210      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 7,014$   7,572$   12,275$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,036$    5,041$    5,929$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 231         233         243         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 46           45           49           46           
Grants 444         932         1,751      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 11           44           138         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 631         577         20 of 29  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 29
0 of 29

14 of 29  

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,690$      3,774$     4,541$    4,377$    
Administration 708           758          1,102      844         
Plant operations 723           712          1,289      977         
Food service 264           267          396         422         
Transportation 234           257          488         381         
Student support 98             107          632         679         
Instruction support 273           300          346         461         
Total operational 5,990$     6,175$     8,794$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 169$         600$        764$       691$       
Equipment 277           264          536         424         
Interest 110           95            221         236         
Other 1               2              78           161         
Total nonoperational 557$        961$        1,599$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 6,547$     7,136$     10,393$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 97% 85% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 21% 24% 22% 
Special education population 14% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 18.8 17.0 18.5 
Average teacher salary $39,874 $44,553 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,746 $5,512 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 10.7 12.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 24% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $606 $728 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.49 $3.94 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.59 $3.54 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $4.22 $5.20 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

169 263 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $758 $1,102 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

72 53 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 12.3%
Plant operations, 11.5%
Food service, 4.3%
Transportation, 4.2%
Student support, 1.7%
Instruction support, 4.9%

Instruction
61.1%

Peer average
50.2%

Thatcher Unified School District
Graham County District size, location: Medium, Town
Efficiency peer groups 5 and T-6, Achievement peer group 51 Students attending: 1,689
Legislative district(s): 14 Number of schools: 4
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 58.8 60.1 59.1 56.6 61.1 59.9 61.6 62.2 62.4 60.8 58.8 57.7 59.8 60.5 62.0 61.6 61.1

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 33.6%, Decreasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,538$    1,671$    1,848$    1,318$    
State 4,161      4,246      3,857      3,831      
Local 3,258      3,132      4,627      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,957$   9,049$   10,332$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 4,842$    4,956$    5,145$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 228         233         236         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 41           41           43           46           
Grants 2,010      1,989      1,915      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 18           29           54           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,403      1,384      19 of 19  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 19
0 of 19
0 of 19

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,836$      4,097$     4,164$    4,377$    
Administration 902           940          974         844         
Plant operations 767           685          909         977         
Food service 633           682          640         422         
Transportation 159           169          327         381         
Student support 471           531          626         679         
Instruction support 565           634          559         461         
Total operational 7,333$     7,738$     8,199$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 250$         197$        924$       691$       
Equipment 512           631          582         424         
Interest 89             107          255         236         
Other 187           187          146         161         
Total nonoperational 1,038$     1,122$     1,907$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 8,371$     8,860$     10,106$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 30% 25% 22% 
Special education population 11% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 19.6 19.1 18.5 
Average teacher salary $51,705 $43,084 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,371 $4,885 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 9.6 8.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 28% 30% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,759 $1,178 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $9.57 $5.31 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.33 $2.75 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.20 $6.31 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

132 147 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $940 $974 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

88 68 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Plant operations, 8.8%
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Instruction support, 8.2%

Instruction
52.9%

Peer average
51.3%

Tolleson Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Medium-large, City
Efficiency peer groups 8 and T-2, Achievement peer group 131 Students attending: 2,980
Legislative district(s): 19 Number of schools: 4



Tolleson ESD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 54.9 57.7 56.9 57.1 57.2 53.5 54.9 52.3 54.8 55.1 56.5 50.2 49.6 50.8 51.8 52.3 52.9

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 55.3%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 796$       817$       896$       1,318$    
State 3,863      4,092      3,579      3,831      
Local 4,018      3,772      4,613      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,677$   8,681$   9,088$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,358$    5,299$    5,436$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 244         245         242         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 49           49           47           46           
Grants 860         908         943         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 11           14           98           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,375      1,147      10 of 10  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

3 of 10
0 of 10
2 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,337$      3,489$     4,035$    4,377$    
Administration 654           701          763         844         
Plant operations 629           774          941         977         
Food service 378           384          348         422         
Transportation 280           311          383         381         
Student support 445           508          622         679         
Instruction support 307           381          501         461         
Total operational 6,030$     6,548$     7,593$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 614$         343$        761$       691$       
Equipment 782           776          527         424         
Interest 100           57            295         236         
Other 32             28            145         161         
Total nonoperational 1,528$     1,204$     1,728$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,558$     7,752$     9,321$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 91% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 90% 87% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 20% 16% 22% 
Special education population 11% 11% 12% 
Students per teacher 20.5 21.7 18.5 
Average teacher salary $45,670 $49,138 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,151 $8,138 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 7.1 10.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 39% 22% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,741 $1,207 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $5.17 $4.28 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.62 $2.98 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.68 $6.41 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

116 148 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $701 $763 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

81 67 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 10.7%
Plant operations, 11.8%
Food service, 5.9%
Transportation, 4.7%
Student support, 7.8%
Instruction support, 5.8%

Instruction
53.3%

Peer average
53.2%

Tolleson Union High School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Large, City
Efficiency peer groups 2 and T-3, Achievement peer group 81 Students attending: 11,304
Legislative district(s): 19, 27, and 29 Number of schools: 6
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 54.7 53.9 57.0 59.0 59.9 61.4 57.3 55.3 54.7 57.9 57.3 56.4 54.6 56.0 53.8 55.3 53.3

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 114.4%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 2,007$    1,135$    1,753$    1,318$    
State 4,499      4,784      4,842      3,831      
Local 2,704      2,991      2,654      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,210$   8,910$   9,249$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,547$    5,794$    5,748$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 252         248         239         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 48           46           44           46           
Grants 2,045      1,172      2,064      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 5             45           69           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 442         471         8 of 10

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 10
0 of 10
3 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,351$      4,158$     4,115$    4,377$    
Administration 1,196        928          1,060      844         
Plant operations 977           847          1,004      977         
Food service 530           511          571         422         
Transportation 218           245          427         381         
Student support 640           573          528         679         
Instruction support 498           477          463         461         
Total operational 7,410$     7,739$     8,168$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 447$         177$        917$       691$       
Equipment 218           2              314         424         
Interest 96             87            77           236         
Other 0               58            148         161         
Total nonoperational 761$        324$        1,456$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 8,171$     8,063$     9,624$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 21% 19% 22% 
Special education population 15% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher NR 13.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary NR $44,961 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 NR $4,257 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 10.1 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 21% 11% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider NR $728 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.48 $3.94 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.45 $3.04 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $4.78 $6.71 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

177 153 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $928 $1,060 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

64 58 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 12%
Plant operations, 10.9%
Food service, 6.6%
Transportation, 3.2%
Student support, 7.4%
Instruction support, 6.2%

Instruction
53.7%

Peer average
50%

Toltec Elementary School District
Pinal County District size, location: Medium, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 9 and T-6, Achievement peer group 171 Students attending: 963
Legislative district(s): 11 Number of schools: 2
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 61.0 60.0 58.1 57.5 62.3 64.6 59.0 58.0 59.0 53.9 49.9 44.9 45.4 49.2 53.5 45.2 53.7

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets IIsolated
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 88.1%, Increasing

HHigh

Years of capital reserve held  LLess than 1 year
Current financial and internal control status NNoncompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students LLarge decrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,248$    1,412$    3,999$    1,318$    
State 5,814      4,998      4,066      3,831      
Local 5,130      4,236      4,210      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 12,192$ 10,646$ 12,275$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 7,158$    6,829$    5,929$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 271         260         243         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 58           56           49           46           
Grants 1,361      1,614      1,751      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 76           51           138         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 5          61         
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             20 of 29  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 29
0 of 29

14 of 29  

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,284$      4,148$     4,541$    4,377$    
Administration 1,686        1,714       1,102      844         
Plant operations 770           931          1,289      977         
Food service 529           580          396         422         
Transportation 901           955          488         381         
Student support 618           672          632         679         
Instruction support 225           232          346         461         
Total operational 9,013$     9,232$     8,794$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 90$           260$        764$       691$       
Equipment 160           230          536         424         
Interest 70             25            221         236         
Other 8               0              78           161         
Total nonoperational 328$        515$        1,599$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 9,341$     9,747$     10,393$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 92% 84% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 32% 32% 22% 
Special education population 17% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 17.4 16.4 18.5 
Average teacher salary $38,626 $44,227 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,288 $5,336 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 10.9 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 9% 17% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,104 $1,363 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.18 $2.60 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.52 $3.54 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $3.08 $5.20 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

302 263 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,714 $1,102 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

41 53 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Administration, 18.6%
Plant operations, 10.1%
Food service, 6.3%
Transportation, 10.3%
Student support, 7.3%
Instruction support, 2.5%

Instruction
44.9%

Peer average
50.2%

Tombstone Unified School District
Cochise County District size, location: Medium, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 5 and T-9, Achievement peer group 61 Students attending: 766
Legislative district(s): 14 Number of schools: 3
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 57.6 55.0 55.5 56.4 56.2 50.9 47.7 47.2 52.2 47.5 46.5 47.3 50.2 47.7 47.7 47.5 44.9

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets IIsolated
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 55.2%, Increasing

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  LLess than 1 year
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students LLarge decrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 4,870$    2,690$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 6,109      6,723      5,692      3,831      
Local 13,648    12,571    13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 24,627$ 21,984$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 9,978$    9,660$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 330         317         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 59           49           57           46           
Grants 5,027      3,015      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 328         355         184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 7,452    8,690    
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 10,041$    10,348$    8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 4,395        6,087       3,137      844         
Plant operations 2,580        2,891       2,644      977         
Food service 2,163        2,122       1,000      422         
Transportation 1,203        1,334       961         381         
Student support 462           603          601         679         
Instruction support 197           548          498         461         
Total operational 21,041$   23,933$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 339$         313$        1,161$    691$       
Equipment 1,981        2,303       735         424         
Interest 4               5              31           236         
Other 0               91            90           161         
Total nonoperational 2,324$     2,712$     2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 23,365$   26,645$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 34% 34% 22% 
Special education population 12% 15% 12% 
Students per teacher 9.0 14.8 18.5 
Average teacher salary $50,733 $46,717 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $1,899 $4,152 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 14.9 11.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 0% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $3,671 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.98 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $7.17 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $10.83 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

267 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $6,087 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

18 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 25.4%
Plant operations, 12.1%
Food service, 8.9%
Transportation, 5.6%
Student support, 2.5%
Instruction support, 2.3%

Instruction
43.2%

Peer average
50.5%

Tonto Basin Elementary School District
Gila County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 191 Students attending: 63
Legislative district(s): 6 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 59.3 65.3 53.8 57.3 56.2 54.0 53.0 54.0 53.5 52.5 52.2 52.0 53.0 50.8 45.5 47.7 43.2

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 99.9%, Varying

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status NNoncompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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Spending by operational area
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 2,651$    1,626$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 2,953      3,681      5,692      3,831      
Local 6,374      7,376      13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 11,978$ 12,683$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,233$    7,456$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 275         294         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 55           57           57           46           
Grants 3,814      2,341      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 126         205         184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 483       515       
Federal impact aid 0          102       
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,938$      4,923$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 3,179        3,302       3,137      844         
Plant operations 1,163        1,002       2,644      977         
Food service 642           721          1,000      422         
Transportation 370           439          961         381         
Student support 148           125          601         679         
Instruction support 184           162          498         461         
Total operational 10,624$   10,674$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 659$         542$        1,161$    691$       
Equipment 569           613          735         424         
Interest 0               0              31           236         
Other 859           676          90           161         
Total nonoperational 2,087$     1,831$     2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 12,711$   12,505$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 19% 19% 22% 
Special education population 11% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 24.3 13.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $60,465 $44,961 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $9,921 $4,257 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 12.3 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 0% 11% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $364 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.59 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $3.06 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $3.71 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

270 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $3,302 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

32 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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46.1%

Peer average
50.5%

Topock Elementary School District
Mohave County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 171 Students attending: 97
Legislative district(s): 5 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 62.3 60.7 58.8 59.1 54.5 56.4 56.2 52.4 58.3 51.0 55.6 58.7 54.9 53.3 45.4 46.5 46.1

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 33.9%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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Spending by operational area
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 8,109$    9,188$    3,999$    1,318$    
State 4,925      4,999      4,066      3,831      
Local 2,688      2,216      4,210      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 15,722$ 16,403$ 12,275$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,782$    5,875$    5,929$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 237         237         243         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 45           46           49           46           
Grants 2,008      2,975      1,751      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 5             15           138         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 6,503    6,228    
Voter-approved levy increases 320         310         20 of 29  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 29
0 of 29

14 of 29  

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 5,572$      5,356$     4,541$    4,377$    
Administration 1,759        1,488       1,102      844         
Plant operations 2,870        2,716       1,289      977         
Food service 741           684          396         422         
Transportation 885           805          488         381         
Student support 1,144        1,133       632         679         
Instruction support 556           497          346         461         
Total operational 13,527$   12,679$   8,794$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 2,752$      7,409$     764$       691$       
Equipment 605           427          536         424         
Interest 30             111          221         236         
Other 10             13            78           161         
Total nonoperational 3,397$     7,960$     1,599$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 16,924$   20,639$   10,393$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 92% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 66% 84% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 31% 32% 22% 
Special education population 14% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 14.6 16.4 18.5 
Average teacher salary $45,516 $44,227 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,970 $5,336 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 13.8 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 9% 17% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,827 $1,363 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.94 $2.60 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.51 $3.54 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $7.98 $5.20 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

340 263 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,488 $1,102 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

39 53 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 11.8%
Plant operations, 21.4%
Food service, 5.4%
Transportation, 6.4%
Student support, 8.9%
Instruction support, 3.9%
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42.2%

Peer average
50.2%

Tuba City Unified School District
Coconino County District size, location: Medium, Town
Efficiency peer groups 5 and T-9, Achievement peer group 61 Students attending: 1,683
Legislative district(s): 7 Number of schools: 6



Tuba City USD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 47.4 47.7 47.4 47.5 47.7 47.9 44.8 43.7 44.5 43.3 41.1 42.7 42.2 42.4 41.6 41.2 42.2

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend IImpact Aid Fund reserve

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,539$    1,593$    885$       1,318$    
State 3,777      3,670      3,394      3,831      
Local 4,670      4,692      5,302      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,986$   9,955$   9,581$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,469$    5,409$    5,387$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 240         242         241         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 47           46           46           46           
Grants 1,508      1,553      901         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 90           84           98           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 1,403$    1,411$    
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 21         28         
Voter-approved levy increases 538         509         10 of 10  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 10
0 of 10
2 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,108$      4,647$     4,386$    4,377$    
Administration 914           1,006       680         844         
Plant operations 1,105        1,122       877         977         
Food service 423           408          323         422         
Transportation 487           498          341         381         
Student support 810           824          679         679         
Instruction support 565           625          358         461         
Total operational 8,412$     9,130$     7,644$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 200$         78$          651$       691$       
Equipment 519           364          393         424         
Interest 249           200          223         236         
Other 112           136          209         161         
Total nonoperational 1,080$     778$        1,476$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 9,492$     9,908$     9,120$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 92% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 85% 86% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 28% 24% 22% 
Special education population 14% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 17.7 18.8 18.5 
Average teacher salary $50,276 $45,975 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $7,879 $5,671 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 12.6 11.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 16% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $2,368 $1,809 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $4.79 $4.15 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.98 $2.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.17 $6.15 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

182 147 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,006 $680 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

50 80 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 11%
Plant operations, 12.3%
Food service, 4.5%
Transportation, 5.5%
Student support, 9%
Instruction support, 6.8%

Instruction
50.9%

Peer average
56.4%

Tucson Unified School District
Pima County District size, location: Very large, City
Efficiency peer groups 1 and T-5, Achievement peer group 31 Students attending: 44,948
Legislative district(s): 2, 3, 4, 9, and 10 Number of schools: 86



Tucson USD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 53.9 54.7 54.9 55.0 55.4 54.9 54.3 53.4 53.5 53.9 50.4 50.6 49.2 48.7 48.7 48.8 50.9

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-rejected
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 33.2%, Decreasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,426$    1,402$    1,848$    1,318$    
State 4,585      4,683      3,857      3,831      
Local 1,781      2,142      4,627      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 7,792$   8,227$   10,332$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,140$    5,303$    5,145$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 239         246         236         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 44           44           43           46           
Grants 1,474      1,402      1,915      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 17           17           54           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 644         892         19 of 19  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 19
0 of 19
0 of 19

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,482$      3,808$     4,164$    4,377$    
Administration 871           873          974         844         
Plant operations 742           607          909         977         
Food service 630           655          640         422         
Transportation 221           271          327         381         
Student support 503           526          626         679         
Instruction support 378           446          559         461         
Total operational 6,827$     7,186$     8,199$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 200$         713$        924$       691$       
Equipment 200           285          582         424         
Interest 30             64            255         236         
Other 2               1              146         161         
Total nonoperational 432$        1,063$     1,907$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,259$     8,249$     10,106$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 21% 25% 22% 
Special education population 12% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 20.5 19.1 18.5 
Average teacher salary $44,755 $43,084 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,988 $4,885 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 3.7 8.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 66% 30% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,789 $942 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $9.01 $6.81 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.53 $2.75 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.48 $6.31 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

111 147 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $873 $974 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

86 68 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 12.2%
Plant operations, 8.4%
Food service, 9.1%
Transportation, 3.8%
Student support, 7.3%
Instruction support, 6.2%

Instruction
53%

Peer average
51.3%

Union Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Medium, City
Efficiency peer groups 8 and T-1, Achievement peer group 131 Students attending: 1,828
Legislative district(s): 19 Number of schools: 3
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 51.5 46.9 47.4 50.2 49.6 50.1 55.6 55.0 56.3 54.0 50.4 53.8 51.4 52.5 52.3 51.0 53.0

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 66.8%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $880 $1,278 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.38 $3.61 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.93 $2.98 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $7.70 $6.41 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

119 148 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $818 $763 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

56 67 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,500$      3,805$     4,035$    4,377$    
Administration 736           818          763         844         
Plant operations 861           913          941         977         
Food service 238           221          348         422         
Transportation 402           458          383         381         
Student support 569           630          622         679         
Instruction support 508           562          501         461         
Total operational 6,814$     7,407$     7,593$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 1,313$      694$        761$       691$       
Equipment 437           343          527         424         
Interest 232           234          295         236         
Other 340           351          145         161         
Total nonoperational 2,322$     1,622$     1,728$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 9,136$     9,029$     9,321$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 95% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 94% 93% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 8% 7% 22% 
Special education population 11% 11% 12% 
Students per teacher 18.8 18.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $38,626 $44,253 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,213 $5,557 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 8.9 11.2 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 23% 21% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 501$       413$       896$       1,318$    
State 4,330      4,539      3,579      3,831      
Local 3,440      3,386      4,613      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,271$   8,338$   9,088$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,443$    5,505$    5,436$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 238         241         242         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 45           45           47           46           
Grants 504         413         943         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 157         136         98           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 47         63         
Voter-approved levy increases 882         933         10 of 10  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

3 of 10
0 of 10
2 of 10

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 11%
Plant operations, 12.3%
Food service, 3%
Transportation, 6.2%
Student support, 8.5%
Instruction support, 7.6%

Instruction
51.4%

Peer average
53.2%

Vail Unified School District
Pima County District size, location: Large, City
Efficiency peer groups 2 and T-4, Achievement peer group 11 Students attending: 12,335
Legislative district(s): 2, 10, and 14 Number of schools: 19



Vail USD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 57.4 55.8 58.6 59.0 58.5 60.2 59.3 59.9 59.9 59.7 57.6 55.8 56.0 54.1 53.7 51.4 51.4

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 44.1%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease

Arizona School District Spending—Fiscal Year 2017 |  March 2018  |  Report 18-203



PAGE 396

Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 

Arizona Auditor General Arizona School District Spending—Fiscal Year 2017 |  March 2018  |  Report 18-203

1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 991$       5,699$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 5,078      5,276      5,692      3,831      
Local 3,025      1,765      13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,094$   12,740$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,721$    6,255$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 254         253         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 54           35           57           46           
Grants 571         645         2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 2             4             184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 1,578    2,013    
Federal impact aid 836       5,411    
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 5,674$      4,467$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 2,612        1,985       3,137      844         
Plant operations 1,027        748          2,644      977         
Food service 0               0              1,000      422         
Transportation 504           275          961         381         
Student support 208           92            601         679         
Instruction support 217           227          498         461         
Total operational 10,242$   7,794$     17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 0$             357$        1,161$    691$       
Equipment 515           625          735         424         
Interest 20             0              31           236         
Other 0               0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 535$        982$        2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 10,777$   8,776$     19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 91% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 22% 19% 22% 
Special education population 15% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 19.3 13.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $46,903 $44,961 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $3,185 $4,257 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 15.2 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 0% 11% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider NR $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile NR $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal N/A $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.37 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

139 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,985 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

48 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 25.5%
Plant operations, 9.6%
Food service, 0%
Transportation, 3.5%
Student support, 1.2%
Instruction support, 2.9%

Instruction
57.3%

Peer average
50.5%

Valentine Elementary School District
Mohave County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 171 Students attending: 96
Legislative district(s): 5 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 72.3 72.6 71.4 68.3 75.6 76.3 77.3 77.3 78.7 81.0 60.1 68.9 54.5 58.3 56.6 55.4 57.3

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 44.0%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status Not assessed

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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Food service cost per meal trend is not 
shown because the District did not operate 
a food service program during all or a 
substantial portion of fiscal years 2012 
through 2017.
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 902$       969$       2,908$    1,318$    
State 3,265      3,312      5,692      3,831      
Local 12,837    14,067    13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 17,004$ 18,348$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 7,074$    7,901$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 230         227         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 63           74           57           46           
Grants 1,700      1,149      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 176         204         184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 2,896    3,192    
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 875         1,010      7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 7,471$      7,859$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 1,875        2,067       3,137      844         
Plant operations 2,566        2,324       2,644      977         
Food service 587           575          1,000      422         
Transportation 1,390        1,600       961         381         
Student support 208           138          601         679         
Instruction support 50             130          498         461         
Total operational 14,147$   14,693$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 877$         114$        1,161$    691$       
Equipment 1,141        697          735         424         
Interest 80             0              31           236         
Other 6               0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 2,104$     811$        2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 16,251$   15,504$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 85% 91% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 89% 84% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 22% 26% 22% 
Special education population 10% 11% 12% 
Students per teacher 7.9 14.8 18.5 
Average teacher salary $37,274 $43,276 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,076 $5,503 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 8.1 11.5 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 32% 19% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $3,850 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.02 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $5.50 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $4.32 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

538 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,067 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

45 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 14.1%
Plant operations, 15.8%
Food service, 3.9%
Transportation, 10.9%
Student support, 0.9%
Instruction support, 0.9%

Instruction
53.5%

Peer average
50.5%

Valley Union High School District
Cochise County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 111 Students attending: 111
Legislative district(s): 14 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 53.2 54.5 57.2 53.1 55.4 56.3 49.9 50.3 47.2 51.5 46.0 46.0 46.4 48.8 50.1 52.8 53.5

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 225.0%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 3,487$    2,442$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 7,016      9,168      5,692      3,831      
Local 4,871      6,396      13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 15,374$ 18,006$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 10,263$  11,307$  9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 282         322         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 57           63           57           46           
Grants 3,929      2,624      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 35           52           184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 508       615       
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 7,092$      8,085$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 4,116        3,095       3,137      844         
Plant operations 1,691        1,618       2,644      977         
Food service 463           351          1,000      422         
Transportation 1,606        1,496       961         381         
Student support 750           1,916       601         679         
Instruction support 743           811          498         461         
Total operational 16,461$   17,372$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 642$         0$            1,161$    691$       
Equipment 1,485        95            735         424         
Interest 16             0              31           236         
Other 2               0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 2,145$     95$          2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 18,606$   17,467$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 92% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 30% 34% 22% 
Special education population 12% 15% 12% 
Students per teacher 10.2 14.8 18.5 
Average teacher salary $43,781 $46,717 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,094 $4,152 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 10.7 11.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 33% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $990 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $1.32 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $2.51 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.60 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

289 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $3,095 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

18 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 17.8%
Plant operations, 9.3%
Food service, 2%
Transportation, 8.6%
Student support, 11.1%
Instruction support, 4.7%

Instruction
46.5%

Peer average
50.5%

Vernon Elementary School District
Apache County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 191 Students attending: 81
Legislative district(s): 7 Number of schools: 1



Vernon ESD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 45.6 41.5 46.5 46.0 51.6 43.3 39.8 38.3 44.0 45.2 43.6 45.9 48.4 41.9 44.2 43.1 46.5

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level: MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets IIsolated
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 33.4%, Increasing
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,747$    1,819$    1,522$    1,318$    
State 4,445      4,441      4,236      3,831      
Local 3,429      3,460      3,488      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,621$   9,720$   9,246$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,265$    5,275$    5,133$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 241         241         235         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 43           43           44           46           
Grants 1,798      1,878      1,543      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 40           42           45           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 268$       271$       
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,479      1,447      10 of 10  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 10
0 of 10
2 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,265$      4,455$     4,304$    4,377$    
Administration 679           690          796         844         
Plant operations 784           829          837         977         
Food service 655           686          566         422         
Transportation 350           367          303         381         
Student support 789           819          671         679         
Instruction support 425           445          511         461         
Total operational 7,947$     8,291$     7,988$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 437$         677$        499$       691$       
Equipment 182           308          357         424         
Interest 143           179          361         236         
Other 149           168          168         161         
Total nonoperational 911$        1,332$     1,385$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 8,858$     9,623$     9,373$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 31% 35% 22% 
Special education population 14% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 16.9 18.1 18.5 
Average teacher salary $43,901 $45,606 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,280 $5,189 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 10.4 8.5 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 27% 32% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,438 $1,207 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $4.81 $4.28 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.71 $2.77 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.26 $6.23 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

132 135 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $690 $796 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

78 75 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 8.3%
Plant operations, 10%
Food service, 8.3%
Transportation, 4.4%
Student support, 9.9%
Instruction support, 5.4%

Instruction
53.7%

Peer average
54.1%

Washington Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Very large, City
Efficiency peer groups 7 and T-3, Achievement peer group 141 Students attending: 22,126
Legislative district(s): 20, 24, 28, and 30 Number of schools: 32



Washington ESD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 64.0 62.3 62.3 61.3 60.8 62.0 60.3 57.6 57.5 55.5 55.9 55.7 54.1 54.3 54.5 53.7 53.7

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 77.6%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,813$    2,757$    2,395$    1,318$    
State 5,566      5,421      4,806      3,831      
Local 3,114      3,639      4,236      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 10,493$ 11,817$ 11,437$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 7,266$    7,278$    6,815$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 284         289         269         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 54           53           50           46           
Grants 2,213      2,931      1,792      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 18           5             341         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             6 of 12

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 12
0 of 12
3 of 12

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 5,486$      5,044$     4,993$    4,377$    
Administration 1,412        1,160       1,231      844         
Plant operations 1,386        1,528       1,125      977         
Food service 608           586          549         422         
Transportation 481           523          575         381         
Student support 550           757          606         679         
Instruction support 94             275          397         461         
Total operational 10,017$   9,873$     9,476$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 358$         237$        194$       691$       
Equipment 183           485          329         424         
Interest 2               8              167         236         
Other 5               26            91           161         
Total nonoperational 548$        756$        781$      1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 10,565$   10,629$   10,257$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 32% 34% 22% 
Special education population 13% 15% 12% 
Students per teacher 20.5 14.8 18.5 
Average teacher salary $57,005 $46,717 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $8,067 $4,152 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 11.4 11.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 24% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,673 $1,363 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.88 $2.60 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.98 $3.41 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.15 $6.81 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

297 153 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,160 $1,231 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

58 54 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 11.7%
Plant operations, 15.5%
Food service, 5.9%
Transportation, 5.3%
Student support, 7.7%
Instruction support, 2.8%

Instruction
51.1%

Peer average
52.5%

Wellton Elementary School District
Yuma County District size, location: Small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 10 and T-9, Achievement peer group 191 Students attending: 205
Legislative district(s): 13 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 61.3 62.9 59.0 65.5 62.3 63.6 59.9 63.9 56.4 56.5 56.4 60.3 59.3 57.6 53.7 54.8 51.1

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 110.9%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,791$    1,744$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 4,145      4,682      5,692      3,831      
Local 10,534    12,148    13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 16,470$ 18,574$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 7,029$    7,029$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 271         277         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 52           54           57           46           
Grants 2,260      2,365      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 66           16           184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 5,233    5,938    
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 7,114$      6,306$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 2,853        3,502       3,137      844         
Plant operations 2,961        2,890       2,644      977         
Food service 1,389        1,443       1,000      422         
Transportation 415           540          961         381         
Student support 689           226          601         679         
Instruction support 255           766          498         461         
Total operational 15,676$   15,673$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 0$             69$          1,161$    691$       
Equipment 265           561          735         424         
Interest 6               0              31           236         
Other 141           14            90           161         
Total nonoperational 412$        644$        2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 16,088$   16,317$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 96% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 48% 44% 22% 
Special education population 14% 15% 12% 
Students per teacher 15.6 11.2 18.5 
Average teacher salary $40,747 $48,132 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,933 $4,375 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 14.8 11.5 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 0% 6% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,564 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $4.09 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $4.74 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $8.84 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

327 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $3,502 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

26 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 22.4%
Plant operations, 18.4%
Food service, 9.2%
Transportation, 3.4%
Student support, 1.5%
Instruction support, 4.9%

Instruction
40.2%

Peer average
50.5%

Wenden Elementary School District
La Paz County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 201 Students attending: 78
Legislative district(s): 5 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 50.0 50.8 50.0 47.2 47.4 46.9 48.9 45.8 49.3 46.1 48.5 45.6 47.1 46.9 45.0 45.4 40.2

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-rejected
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 224.1%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 9,588$    8,194$    2,260$    1,318$    
State 5,877      5,831      4,086      3,831      
Local 736         757         3,104      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 16,201$ 14,782$ 9,450$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,528$    5,414$    5,373$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 237         233         233         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 48           46           46           46           
Grants 3,018      2,143      1,374      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 9             6             56           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 6,725    6,283    
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             14 of 18  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 18
0 of 18
7 of 18

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 5,070$      4,913$     4,032$    4,377$    
Administration 1,074        1,073       844         844         
Plant operations 1,489        1,329       987         977         
Food service 591           615          409         422         
Transportation 531           531          414         381         
Student support 797           748          607         679         
Instruction support 1,113        826          481         461         
Total operational 10,665$   10,035$   7,774$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 1,248$      1,701$     346$       691$       
Equipment 632           445          390         424         
Interest 146           174          164         236         
Other 180           191          77           161         
Total nonoperational 2,206$     2,511$     977$      1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 12,871$   12,546$   8,751$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 90% 92% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 54% 79% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 42% 43% 22% 
Special education population 14% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 16.6 15.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $48,008 $48,972 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,068 $4,489 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 12.4 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 26% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $871 $728 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.31 $3.94 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.65 $3.00 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $4.20 $5.36 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

317 190 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,073 $844 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

67 69 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Administration, 10.7%
Plant operations, 13.2%
Food service, 6.1%
Transportation, 5.3%
Student support, 7.5%
Instruction support, 8.2%

Instruction
49%

Peer average
52%

Whiteriver Unified School District
Navajo County District size, location: Medium-large, Town
Efficiency peer groups 4 and T-6, Achievement peer group 71 Students attending: 2,139
Legislative district(s): 7 Number of schools: 5
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 54.9 53.6 54.5 54.7 53.6 56.6 67.2 58.7 51.3 51.0 48.3 47.7 46.7 46.1 46.9 47.5 49.0

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 88.2%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 939$       1,106$    3,999$    1,318$    
State 1,779      1,757      4,066      3,831      
Local 7,646      7,412      4,210      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 10,364$ 10,275$ 12,275$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 4,434$    4,409$    5,929$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 186         186         243         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 49           47           49           46           
Grants 1,072      1,188      1,751      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 339         257         138         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,611      1,791      20 of 29  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 29
0 of 29

14 of 29  

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,944$      3,992$     4,541$    4,377$    
Administration 947           935          1,102      844         
Plant operations 1,411        1,414       1,289      977         
Food service 437           498          396         422         
Transportation 561           601          488         381         
Student support 400           418          632         679         
Instruction support 535           633          346         461         
Total operational 8,235$     8,491$     8,794$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 259$         1,819$     764$       691$       
Equipment 240           1,825       536         424         
Interest 213           288          221         236         
Other 92             108          78           161         
Total nonoperational 804$        4,040$     1,599$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 9,039$     12,531$   10,393$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 93% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 80% 85% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 26% 24% 22% 
Special education population 11% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 18.4 17.0 18.5 
Average teacher salary $45,020 $44,553 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $6,350 $5,512 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 10.3 12.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 32% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,506 $1,363 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.01 $2.60 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.43 $3.54 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $4.73 $5.20 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

299 263 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $935 $1,102 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

55 53 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 11%
Plant operations, 16.7%
Food service, 5.9%
Transportation, 7.1%
Student support, 4.9%
Instruction support, 7.4%

Instruction
47%

Peer average
50.2%

Wickenburg Unified School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Medium, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 5 and T-9, Achievement peer group 51 Students attending: 1,432
Legislative district(s): 1, 13, and 22 Number of schools: 4
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 56.1 57.1 56.0 58.1 57.3 55.0 57.2 58.8 57.7 53.5 51.6 51.0 52.8 51.4 50.9 47.9 47.0

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets OOperating and capital
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 22.4%, Decreasing

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,294$    1,243$    3,999$    1,318$    
State 4,341      4,130      4,066      3,831      
Local 5,390      4,907      4,210      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 11,025$ 10,280$ 12,275$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,940$    5,980$    5,929$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 240         242         243         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 48           49           49           46           
Grants 1,305      1,266      1,751      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 104         47           138         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,341      1,596      20 of 29  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 29
0 of 29

14 of 29  

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,425$      4,500$     4,541$    4,377$    
Administration 1,056        1,118       1,102      844         
Plant operations 809           792          1,289      977         
Food service 368           370          396         422         
Transportation 343           389          488         381         
Student support 488           486          632         679         
Instruction support 242           266          346         461         
Total operational 7,731$     7,921$     8,794$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 91$           42$          764$       691$       
Equipment 257           327          536         424         
Interest 438           410          221         236         
Other 0               1              78           161         
Total nonoperational 786$        780$        1,599$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 8,517$     8,701$     10,393$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 98% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 82% 84% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 29% 32% 22% 
Special education population NR 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 15.5 16.4 18.5 
Average teacher salary $39,910 $44,227 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,833 $5,336 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 13.1 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 11% 17% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,436 $1,267 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.30 $1.93 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.33 $3.54 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $3.19 $5.20 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

248 263 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,118 $1,102 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

47 53 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Administration, 14.1%
Plant operations, 10%
Food service, 4.7%
Transportation, 4.9%
Student support, 6.1%
Instruction support, 3.4%

Instruction
56.8%

Peer average
50.2%

Willcox Unified School District
Cochise County District size, location: Medium, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 5 and T-10, Achievement peer group 61 Students attending: 1,101
Legislative district(s): 14 Number of schools: 3



Willcox USD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 58.2 57.9 59.0 62.1 62.8 59.9 60.2 58.4 55.8 54.5 53.6 52.8 54.5 53.2 55.5 57.2 56.8

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 66.6%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,694$    1,246$    3,999$    1,318$    
State 1,426      1,350      4,066      3,831      
Local 7,653      7,441      4,210      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 10,773$ 10,037$ 12,275$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 6,686$    6,351$    5,929$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 283         261         243         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 55           50           49           46           
Grants 1,716      1,288      1,751      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 58           301         138         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 687         628         20 of 29  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 29
0 of 29

14 of 29  

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,711$      4,614$     4,541$    4,377$    
Administration 1,414        1,354       1,102      844         
Plant operations 1,428        1,388       1,289      977         
Food service 353           318          396         422         
Transportation 478           427          488         381         
Student support 487           532          632         679         
Instruction support 131           69            346         461         
Total operational 9,002$     8,702$     8,794$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 381$         55$          764$       691$       
Equipment 432           314          536         424         
Interest 0               0              221         236         
Other 46             55            78           161         
Total nonoperational 859$        424$        1,599$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 9,861$     9,126$     10,393$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 93% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 88% 84% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 29% 32% 22% 
Special education population 10% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 14.6 16.4 18.5 
Average teacher salary $40,988 $44,227 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,635 $5,336 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 11.1 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 19% 17% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,310 $1,363 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.47 $2.60 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $4.05 $3.54 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.81 $5.20 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

239 263 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,354 $1,102 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

47 53 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Plant operations, 15.9%
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Instruction support, 0.8%

Instruction
53%

Peer average
50.2%

Williams Unified School District
Coconino County District size, location: Medium, Town
Efficiency peer groups 5 and T-9, Achievement peer group 61 Students attending: 612
Legislative district(s): 6 Number of schools: 2
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 60.2 58.6 61.7 58.5 56.9 57.5 56.5 56.5 53.9 50.4 54.1 53.2 51.8 51.9 49.8 52.3 53.0

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 111.1%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease

Arizona School District Spending—Fiscal Year 2017 |  March 2018  |  Report 18-203



PAGE 416

Spending by operational area
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 3,986$    3,370$    1,848$    1,318$    
State 3,527      3,387      3,857      3,831      
Local 6,657      7,175      4,627      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 14,170$ 13,932$ 10,332$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,298$    5,332$    5,145$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 239         236         236         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 46           46           43           46           
Grants 4,065      3,488      1,915      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 109         52           54           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 1,739$    1,685$    
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 1,856      2,060      19 of 19  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 19
0 of 19
0 of 19

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 6,308$      6,817$     4,164$    4,377$    
Administration 1,270        1,312       974         844         
Plant operations 1,378        1,494       909         977         
Food service 651           634          640         422         
Transportation 307           284          327         381         
Student support 796           837          626         679         
Instruction support 473           634          559         461         
Total operational 11,183$   12,012$   8,199$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 1,015$      353$        924$       691$       
Equipment 443           521          582         424         
Interest 368           627          255         236         
Other 43             77            146         161         
Total nonoperational 1,869$     1,578$     1,907$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 13,052$   13,590$   10,106$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 44% 44% 22% 
Special education population 7% 10% 12% 
Students per teacher 17.4 19.1 18.5 
Average teacher salary $56,599 $52,696 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $3,865 $4,542 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 13.8 10.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 14% 22% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,214 $1,207 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $5.12 $4.28 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.52 $2.75 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $8.73 $6.31 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

171 147 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,312 $974 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

46 68 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 10.9%
Plant operations, 12.4%
Food service, 5.3%
Transportation, 2.3%
Student support, 7%
Instruction support, 5.3%

Instruction
56.8%

Peer average
51.3%

Wilson Elementary School District
Maricopa County District size, location: Medium, City
Efficiency peer groups 8 and T-3, Achievement peer group 151 Students attending: 1,108
Legislative district(s): 27 Number of schools: 2
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 58.7 55.6 55.9 54.6 58.0 57.3 55.6 55.9 55.3 53.3 51.4 54.2 53.2 55.0 55.6 56.4 56.8

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 66.1%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 

Arizona Auditor General Arizona School District Spending—Fiscal Year 2017 |  March 2018  |  Report 18-203

1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 8,469$    10,658$  3,999$    1,318$    
State 5,028      5,740      4,066      3,831      
Local 1,231      928         4,210      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 14,728$ 17,326$ 12,275$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,479$    5,730$    5,929$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 240         241         243         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 45           48           49           46           
Grants 1,724      2,507      1,751      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 4             12           138         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 7,006    8,151    
Voter-approved levy increases 146         162         20 of 29  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 29
0 of 29

14 of 29  

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 5,216$      7,665$     4,541$    4,377$    
Administration 1,399        1,562       1,102      844         
Plant operations 2,025        2,446       1,289      977         
Food service 674           707          396         422         
Transportation 487           749          488         381         
Student support 1,168        1,657       632         679         
Instruction support 687           901          346         461         
Total operational 11,656$   15,687$   8,794$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 0$             818$        764$       691$       
Equipment 596           532          536         424         
Interest 469           244          221         236         
Other 7               27            78           161         
Total nonoperational 1,072$     1,621$     1,599$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 12,728$   17,308$   10,393$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 90% 92% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 71% 79% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 40% 43% 22% 
Special education population 11% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 12.6 15.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $60,441 $48,972 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $3,920 $4,489 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 15.5 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 9% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,293 $921 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $4.39 $2.98 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $3.19 $3.54 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $7.48 $5.20 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

327 263 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,562 $1,102 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

47 53 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 9.9%
Plant operations, 15.6%
Food service, 4.5%
Transportation, 4.8%
Student support, 10.6%
Instruction support, 5.7%

Instruction
48.9%

Peer average
50.2%

Window Rock Unified School District
Apache County District size, location: Medium, Town
Efficiency peer groups 5 and T-7, Achievement peer group 71 Students attending: 1,792
Legislative district(s): 7 Number of schools: 5



Window Rock USD—page 2

Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 54.1 57.3 57.5 56.1 52.0 52.0 52.4 50.4 50.1 49.6 47.4 48.0 47.1 46.1 45.6 44.7 48.9

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 44.3%, Varying

MModerate

Years of capital reserve held  IImpact Aid Fund reserve
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students LLarge decrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 2,779$    2,389$    2,260$    1,318$    
State 4,664      4,893      4,086      3,831      
Local 1,837      1,916      3,104      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 9,280$   9,198$   9,450$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,206$    5,368$    5,373$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 228         235         233         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 47           47           46           46           
Grants 1,361      1,310      1,374      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 7             8             56           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 1,500    1,167    
Voter-approved levy increases 719         734         14 of 18  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 18
0 of 18
7 of 18

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 4,101$      4,279$     4,032$    4,377$    
Administration 908           981          844         844         
Plant operations 1,120        1,203       987         977         
Food service 401           466          409         422         
Transportation 451           528          414         381         
Student support 486           465          607         679         
Instruction support 736           706          481         461         
Total operational 8,203$     8,628$     7,774$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 27$           49$          346$       691$       
Equipment 252           319          390         424         
Interest 64             26            164         236         
Other 8               7              77           161         
Total nonoperational 351$        401$        977$      1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 8,554$     9,029$     8,751$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 90% 84% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 37% 32% 22% 
Special education population 12% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 17.5 16.4 18.5 
Average teacher salary $44,436 $44,227 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,826 $5,336 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 12.2 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 29% 17% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,164 $1,363 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.48 $2.60 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.76 $3.00 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.13 $5.36 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

196 190 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $981 $844 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

53 69 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Administration, 11.4%
Plant operations, 13.9%
Food service, 5.4%
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Student support, 5.4%
Instruction support, 8.2%

Instruction
49.6%

Peer average
52%

Winslow Unified School District
Navajo County District size, location: Medium-large, Town
Efficiency peer groups 4 and T-9, Achievement peer group 61 Students attending: 2,067
Legislative district(s): 7 Number of schools: 5
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 55.1 57.2 59.0 57.3 56.8 55.5 54.3 53.8 54.5 52.9 52.5 52.7 51.8 50.9 49.2 50.0 49.6

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General
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Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 55.0%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 9,225$    2,021$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 9,171      7,191      5,692      3,831      
Local 17,309    16,890    13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 35,705$ 26,102$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 10,927$  10,943$  9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 351         318         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 56           48           57           46           
Grants 11,633    2,618      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 417         496         184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 15,449  14,439  
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 12,122$    11,739$    8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 3,577        2,395       3,137      844         
Plant operations 2,818        2,372       2,644      977         
Food service 1,326        1,377       1,000      422         
Transportation 1,069        951          961         381         
Student support 3,151        3,473       601         679         
Instruction support 50             65            498         461         
Total operational 24,113$   22,372$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 2,419$      1,497$     1,161$    691$       
Equipment 5,079        249          735         424         
Interest 38             2              31           236         
Other 29             111          90           161         
Total nonoperational 7,565$     1,859$     2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 31,678$   24,231$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 93% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 31% 34% 22% 
Special education population 17% 15% 12% 
Students per teacher 7.1 14.8 18.5 
Average teacher salary $45,750 $46,717 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $2,789 $4,152 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 13.2 11.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 0% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,096 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $0.74 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $8.70 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $4.94 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

481 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,395 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

19 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Yarnell Elementary School District
Yavapai County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 191 Students attending: 35
Legislative district(s): 1 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 56.4 57.8 57.1 54.2 53.2 43.7 51.6 50.0 49.3 52.3 53.2 49.8 51.6 48.3 47.1 50.3 52.5

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets IIsolated
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 664.7%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  11 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 6,922$    2,910$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 4,887      2,596      5,692      3,831      
Local 47,455    28,955    13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 59,264$ 34,461$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 13,339$  8,195$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 511         311         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 108         39           57           46           
Grants 7,272      3,272      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 1,135      429         184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 31,757  21,286  
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 30,945$    20,516$    8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 11,993      8,859       3,137      844         
Plant operations 9,268        5,356       2,644      977         
Food service 2,654        2,045       1,000      422         
Transportation 1,038        667          961         381         
Student support 591           474          601         679         
Instruction support 1,772        991          498         461         
Total operational 58,261$   38,908$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 0$             674$        1,161$    691$       
Equipment 395           574          735         424         
Interest 10             71            31           236         
Other 292           185          90           161         
Total nonoperational 697$        1,504$     2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 58,958$   40,412$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 93% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A 85% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 21% 24% 22% 
Special education population 3% 13% 12% 
Students per teacher 4.5 17.0 18.5 
Average teacher salary $51,961 $44,553 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $884 $5,512 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 18.8 12.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 0% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $911 $1,459 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $4.63 $1.87 $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $9.77 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.11 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

1,049 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $8,859 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

12 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Peer average
50.5%

Young Elementary School District
Gila County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 51 Students attending: 36
Legislative district(s): 6 Number of schools: 2
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 61.7 59.8 56.1 56.9 60.2 59.0 53.0 54.7 51.2 56.5 54.1 53.1 56.8 53.3 54.8 53.1 52.7

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated

PAGE 425

Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 88.5%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall school adjustment
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 2,752$    1,787$    2,908$    1,318$    
State 1,488      1,022      5,692      3,831      
Local 25,443    15,955    13,343    4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 29,683$ 18,764$ 21,943$ 9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 10,374$  6,777$    9,932$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 468         308         315         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 53           32           57           46           
Grants 2,752      1,787      2,701      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 259         21           184         89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 24,161  13,243  
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             0             7 of 54

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 54
44 of 54  

5 of 54

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 10,204$    8,960$     8,613$    4,377$    
Administration 6,121        2,960       3,137      844         
Plant operations 3,269        1,950       2,644      977         
Food service 2,143        1,639       1,000      422         
Transportation 325           114          961         381         
Student support 636           442          601         679         
Instruction support 0               10            498         461         
Total operational 22,698$   16,075$   17,454$ 8,141$   

Land and buildings 701$         329$        1,161$    691$       
Equipment 1,591        718          735         424         
Interest 0               0              31           236         
Other 0               0              90           161         
Total nonoperational 2,292$     1,047$     2,017$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 24,990$   17,122$   19,471$ 9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 92% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 17% 19% 22% 
Special education population 6% 14% 12% 
Students per teacher 10.4 13.3 18.5 
Average teacher salary $49,381 $44,961 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $2,894 $4,257 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 11.0 12.6 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 0% 11% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider N/A N/A $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile N/A N/A $3.84 

Food service Cost per meal $8.47 $5.79 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $8.02 $6.96 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

243 412 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $2,960 $3,137 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

16 32 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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Peer average
50.5%

Yucca Elementary School District
Mohave County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer group 11 and Achievement peer group 171 Students attending: 31
Legislative district(s): 5 Number of schools: 1
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 67.8 64.6 62.4 60.0 62.1 63.4 68.2 61.7 62.5 61.1 50.1 52.9 46.9 45.5 46.1 45.0 55.7

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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footage per student
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Administrative costs per student5-year spending trend (2012 through 2017)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 445.2%, Varying

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status Not assessed

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSmall School Adjustment
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider 
trends are not shown because the District 
did not operate a transportation program 
during all or a substantial portion of fiscal 
years 2012 through 2017.
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,506$    1,528$    1,522$    1,318$    
State 4,238      4,270      4,236      3,831      
Local 2,319      2,280      3,488      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,063$   8,078$   9,246$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,389$    5,353$    5,133$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 233         233         235         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 44           44           44           46           
Grants 1,550      1,599      1,543      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 27           17           45           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 42         18         
Voter-approved levy increases 129         267         10 of 10  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

4 of 10
0 of 10
2 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,480$      3,516$     4,304$    4,377$    
Administration 873           875          796         844         
Plant operations 890           878          837         977         
Food service 587           604          566         422         
Transportation 475           475          303         381         
Student support 500           563          671         679         
Instruction support 327           313          511         461         
Total operational 7,132$     7,224$     7,988$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 968$         298$        499$       691$       
Equipment 255           254          357         424         
Interest 50             126          361         236         
Other 48             56            168         161         
Total nonoperational 1,321$     734$        1,385$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 8,453$     7,958$     9,373$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 94% 94% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 25% 25% 22% 
Special education population 10% 12% 12% 
Students per teacher 19.2 19.1 18.5 
Average teacher salary $34,730 $43,084 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $5,397 $4,885 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 12.7 8.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 17% 30% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $1,326 $1,809 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.60 $4.15 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.79 $2.77 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.96 $6.23 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

126 135 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $875 $796 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

63 75 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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100%

Math English Language Arts Science

District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 12.1%
Plant operations, 12.1%
Food service, 8.4%
Transportation, 6.6%
Student support, 7.8%
Instruction support, 4.3%

Instruction
48.7%

Peer average
54.1%

Yuma Elementary School District
Yuma County District size, location: Large, City
Efficiency peer groups 7 and T-5, Achievement peer group 131 Students attending: 8,183
Legislative district(s): 4 and 13 Number of schools: 17
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 56.4 58.9 56.2 56.0 54.5 51.7 51.9 52.7 54.0 52.2 50.1 50.5 50.5 50.2 49.4 48.8 48.7

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Total operational and instructional spending 
per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 55.7%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students MModerate decrease
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,142$      3,316$     4,035$    4,377$    
Administration 834           823          763         844         
Plant operations 861           898          941         977         
Food service 530           527          348         422         
Transportation 485           497          383         381         
Student support 491           559          622         679         
Instruction support 475           423          501         461         
Total operational 6,818$     7,043$     7,593$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 153$         645$        761$       691$       
Equipment 394           461          527         424         
Interest 41             123          295         236         
Other 56             25            145         161         
Total nonoperational 644$        1,254$     1,728$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,462$     8,297$     9,321$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) 90% 88% 80% 
Poverty rate (2016) 27% 29% 22% 
Special education population 8% 10% 12% 
Students per teacher 25.3 21.6 18.5 
Average teacher salary $50,339 $57,269 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $8,157 $7,589 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 9.5 11.8 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 36% 18% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,213$    1,183$    896$       1,318$    
State 3,974      4,175      3,579      3,831      
Local 3,063      3,325      4,613      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 8,250$   8,683$   9,088$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 5,323$    5,290$    5,436$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 237         240         242         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 51           49           47           46           
Grants 1,248      1,276      943         1,185      
Donations and tax credits 118         51           98           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 591         520         10 of 10  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

3 of 10
0 of 10
2 of 10

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $2,157 $1,809 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $4.71 $4.15 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.97 $2.98 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $6.68 $6.41 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

135 148 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $823 $763 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

53 67 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average

Students who passed state assessments
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District Peer group State-wide

Administration, 11.7%
Plant operations, 12.7%
Food service, 7.5%
Transportation, 7.1%
Student support, 7.9%
Instruction support, 6%

Instruction
47.1%

Peer average
53.2%

Yuma Union High School District
Yuma County District size, location: Large, City
Efficiency peer groups 2 and T-5, Achievement peer group 91 Students attending: 10,960
Legislative district(s): 4 and 13 Number of schools: 6
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 56.8 56.8 55.1 53.5 54.6 53.5 56.5 51.2 51.1 52.3 51.9 51.7 53.7 49.9 48.4 46.1 47.1

Instructional spending percentage

Arizona Auditor General

OPERATIONAL TRENDS AND FINANCIAL STRESS ASSESSMENT
Fiscal years as indicated
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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Administrative costs per student5-year spending trend (2012 through 2017)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 99.0%, Increasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status MMarginally compliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students IIncrease
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